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Noise Standards for 
Commercial Aircraft 


The President’s Memorandum for the Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration. Dated 
October 21,1976. Released October 22, 1976 


During the past six weeks I have reviewed extensively 
the aircraft noise problem. I have considered your recom- 
mendations as well as those of Secretary of Transporta- 
tion William T. Coleman, Jr., Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Russell E. Train and many other 
Federal, State and local officials concerned with the effect 
of aircraft noise on the people in areas surrounding our 
major airports. 

I am acutely aware of the seriousness of this problem 
for the six to seven million Americans living near our 
nation’s major airports. We must take action to quiet the 
noisy aircraft which fail to meet and are not now required 
to meet proper noise standards. 

I hereby instruct you, consistent with applicable laws 
and regulations, and in consultation with the Secretary 
of Transportation, to promulgate, by January 1, 1977, a 
regulation that will require domestic commercial aircraft 
to meet present Federal noise standards in accordance 
with a phased-in time schedule, not to exceed eight years. 

You and the entire Federal Aviation Administration 
are to be commended for your dedicated service on the 
aircraft noise problem. It is only through the joint work- 
ing efforts of government, airport operators and industry 
working together cooperatively, that we will be able to 
quiet our nation’s skies and improve the quality of life 
for millions of Americans. 

GERALD R. Forp 


Departure From the White House 
for Williamsburg, Virginia 


The President’s Remarks Upon Departure From the 
White House for the Third Presidential Campaign 
Debate in Williamsburg, Virginia. October 22, 1976 


Let me thank the Suitland and St. John’s bands. I 
think they have done a great, great job. I like the way 
they play that last song. It’s the Michigan Victor’s Song, 
and that’s what is going to happen November 2. 

Obviously I am overwhelmed by the wonderful turn- 
out here this morning. I thank you all for coming. I’m 
deeply grateful for your support, and let me say without 
any hesitation or reservation, we are going to win No- 
vember 2 and we won't let you down. 

This has been a long campaign. But political cam- 
paigns—and I have been through 14 of them—are very, 
very similar to athletic contests. You will often find in 
football or baseball that one team will appear to be out- 
classed, will start from behind, but because they work 
together, because they feel they have the right approach, 
the right plans, the right programs, and because they 
never give up, they win in the last quarter or the ninth 
inning. 

Which reminds me that out in Kansas City, all of the 
polls indicated we were some 33 points behind. That 
would seem to be almost an insurmountable lead to over- 
come. We figured it out mathematically, and between 
that date and November 2, it meant we had to change 
approximately 150,000 to 200,000 people as to how they 
were going to vote between that date and Election Day. 
But a certain phenomena took place. The American 
people decided we had a good convention, we had a good 
platform, we were pulling together, and we had the right 
vision and the right programs for the American people. 
The net result was the polls began to show very, very 
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quickly that we were gaining in a phenomenal way, and 
right today the polls are so close that I think we have an 
excellent opportunity to pull the political surprise of the 
century and to come back and win. 

As I look at the next 12 or 13 days—and that’s all 
that’s left—what we do between now and then will make 
the difference in the direction this country is going to go 
in the next 4 years, building a foundation for the next 
century of American history. 

If we go the way that our platform calls for, the way 
I believe and Bob Dole believes, we can keep the peace 
that has been achieved through the strength of our mili- 
tary capability and our diplomatic skill; we can enlarge 
the opportunities for economic progress so that we can hon- 
estly say that there will be a job for every American who 
wants a job, there will be a home in a decent neighborhood 
for every person or couple that wants to work and save and 
buy a home. It’s the direction of security on the streets for 
our young as well as our old against crime in America. It 
means giving to the American people the best medical care 
available at affordable prices. It means greater opportuni- 
ties for recreation in the wonderful, scenic places we have 
ali over America. It means that the American people can 
live in a society where there has been healing, not divi- 
sion; where we can disagree without being disagreeable; 
where we can look forward in the next 4 years and far 
beyond to a quality of life, peace abroad and peace at 
home with prosperity for all. That’s the direction we want 
to go, and that’s what is going to win November 2. 

So, I thank you all for being here. We will be out there 
working every day from now until November 2. And when 
the polls close on that fateful day, I want to be able to say, 
and I know each one of you wish to be able to say, that you 
made a maximum effort to see to it that the direction of 
America is the right direction for the next 4 years, 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. on the South Lawn at 
the White House. 


Food Stamp and Supplemental 
Security Income Amendments 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 13500 Into 
Law. October 22, 1976 


I have signed H.R. 13500, amendments to the Food 
Stamp and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) pro- 


This Food Stamp amendment gives to the States needed 
flexibility in deciding how to manage their food stamp 
programs. It makes optional a previous legislative require- 


ment which was often inappropriate because of its com- 
plexity, cost, and the occasional unintended hardships it 
created. 

The bill also has a provision which guarantees that the 
aged, blind, and disabled recipients of Supplemental Se- 
curity Income benefits will receive annual cost-of-living 
increases from the Federal Government. Under current 
law, these increases do not always get passed on to the re- 
cipient. However, I think it is important that this guaran- 
tee be available. SSI recipients are particularly vulnerable 
to the ravaging effects of inflation. This bill will at least 
provide this deserving group a minimum level of protec- 
tion. 


Nore: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 13500) is Public Law 94-585, 
approved October 21, 1976. 


Veto of the Federal Grant and 
Cooperative Agreement Bill 


The President’s Memorandum of Disapproval. 
October 22, 1976 


I am withholding my approval of S. 1437, the Federal 
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1976. 

This legislation has a laudable goal—to clarify and 
rationalize the legal instruments through which the Fed- 
eral Government acquires property and services and fur- 
nishes assistance to State and local governments and other 
recipients. The bill would establish three categories of 
legal instruments which Federal agencies would be re- 
quired to use: procurement contracts, grant agreements, 
and cooperative agreements. These categories would be 
defined according to their different purposes. 

S. 1437 would also require the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget to undertake a study which 
would (1) “develop a better understanding of alterna- 
tive means of implementing Federal assistance pro- 
grams .. .”, and (2) “. . . determine the feasibility of 
developing a comprehensive system of guidance for Fed- 
eral assistance programs.” 

The Office of Management and Budget completed a 
study, almost a year ago, of the definitions of “grant”, 
“contract” and “cooperative agreement.” That study, 
which has been reviewed by other Federal agencies, pub- 
lic interest groups, and other interested associations and 
groups, confirmed support for the objectives of this legis- 
lation but led to serious questions as to whether at this 
point legislation is necessary or desirable. 

No matter how careful the drafting, a bill which re- 
quires thousands of transactions to be placed into one of 
three categories will probably result, in many cases, in 


Volume 12——Number 44 





— -» «ss & ee 


~ Tha ae ra —_ tt 





Ss it 


the 
Se- 
ing 
ent 


an- 
ble 
ast 
ec- 


185, 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1563 


limiting the flexibility of Federal agencies in administer- 
ing their programs and creating a large number of tech- 
nical difficulties for them. Federally supported basic 
research programs would be particularly difficult to clas- 
sify in terms of the definitions in this bill. 

The Office of Management and Budget is continuing 
to work in this area with the cooperation of other Federal 
agencies. It plans to issue policy guidance to Federal 
agencies that would more clearly distinguish between pro- 
curement and assistance transactions and to better define 
patterns of assistance relationships between Federal agen- 
cies and funding recipients. 

In addition, OMB has been developing more compre- 
hensive guidance for assistance programs, as indicated by 
the recent circulars issued by the agency establishing uni- 
form administrative requirements for hospitals, univer- 
sities, and nonprofit grantees. I am directing OMB to 
continue to emphasize such activities. 

Subsequent modifications and refinements can be made 
in these directives when further operating experience and 
evaluation suggest they are needed. Such an evolving set 
of activities in the Executive branch, a step-by-step proc- 
ess which learns from experience, is preferable to another 
lengthy study as required by this bill. 

In view of the extremely complex and changing nature 
of Federal assistance programs, I believe that Congress 
should not legislate categories of "ederal assistance rela- 
tionships, but leave the number and nature of such clas- 
sifications to the Executive branch to determine and im- 
plement. If experience from the studies and evaluations 
now underway demonstrates that legislation is required, 
that experience would also provide a better foundation for 
formulating legislation than we have now. 

Accordingly, I must withhold my approval of S. 1437. 


GERALD R. Forp 


The White House, 
October 22, 1976. 


Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 3521 Into 
Law. October 22,1976 


Last March, my administration proposed legislation 
to the Congress to speed the flow of natural gas from our 
vast reserves in Alaska to consumers in the Lower 48 


States. I am pleased today to sign S. 3521, the Alaska 
Natural Gas Transportation Act of 1976, which meets 
the essential objective of that proposal. 

Our Nation must develop and produce new sources of 
this vital fuel. The North Slope of Alaska, with the largest 
known U.S. gas reserves, can supply over 1 trillion cubic 
feet of gas per year by 1985. This represents reducing 
U.S. oil import needs by about one-half million barrels 
per day. This will be a significant step towards energy 
independence. If the next Congress acts on my proposal 
for deregulation of new natural gas prices, long-term 
relief from natural gas shortages can be achieved. 

Three proposals for transporting Alaskan gas to the 
Lower 48 States have been filed officially with the Federal 
Power Commission. This bill establishes an expedited 
process so that the President and the Congress can make 
a decision on a route expeditiously. 

The bill will mandate the prompt issuance of all neces- 
sary certificates, permits, leases, rights-of-way, and other 
authorizations to expedite the initial construction of the 
route chosen. To ensure adequate environmental safe- 
guards, no final decision will be made unless all appro- 
priate Environmental Impact Statements have been 
completed. The bill also limits to some degree the scope 
and timing of judicial review, consistent with constitu- 
tional safeguards, so that the gas will flow as soon as 
possible. 

The Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Act of 1976 
contains several procedural sections which are significantly 
different from those proposed by the administration. If it 
appears that these provisions will hinder the purposes cf 
the bill, I will seek legislative remedies. 

The passage of this act is one of the early steps ulti- 
mately leading to the building of a natural gas pipeline— 
the largest private construction project ever to be under- 
taken. The building of this pipeline exemplifies the role 
that the private sector must take as we continue our efforts 
to increase our energy supplies. The role of the Federal 
Government in this case is to ensure an expeditious deci- 
sion so that construction delays will be avoided. 

In my 1975 State of the Union Message, I set forth 
this Nation’s first energy goals and comprehensive pro- 
gram for achieving energy independence. Since that time, 
I have proposed over 20 specific measures to promote 
energy conservation and develop our domestic energy 
resources. 

With the signing of this piece of legislation, nine of 
my energy proposals are now law. While there is still 
much to be done, we have made substantial progress—and 
we will build upon it. 


Note: As enacted, the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Act of 
1976 (S. 3521) is Public Law 94-586, approved October 22, 1976. 
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National Forest Management 
Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 3091 Into 
Law. October 22, 1976 


Today, I am pleased to sign S. 3091—the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976—an act of great signifi- 
cance to the conservation and management of this Nation’s 
natural resources. * 

This act is another important milestone in the evolu- 
tion of forest policy and conservation law governing our 
stewardship of a major part of this Nation’s great natural 
heritage, the National Forest System. 

In America’s first century, our forests and their vast re- 
sources seemed to our forefathers inexhaustible. By the 
late 19th century, however, the spirit of expansion and 
development had led to much abuse of our forest lands. 
Fires frequently raged out of control over millions of 
acres, devastating floods were increasing, and our wildlife 
was being depleted. 

With wisdom and timeliness, this Nation began to es- 
tablish Federal forest reserves to protect our forest lands 
and to guarantee that future generations would enjoy 
their benefits. Although the first Federal forester had been 
hired just 100 years ago in 1876, it was the establish- 
ment of the forest reserves in 1891 which sped the de- 
velopment and practice of professional, scientific forestry 
on Federal lands. 

Today, the National Forest System comprises 187 mil- 
lion acres of forest and rangelands in 44 States and 
Puerto Rico, and provides millions of Americans out- 
standing outdoor recreation and wilderness experiences, 
as well as many wood products, substantial mineral and 
energy resources, clean and plentiful water, forage for do- 
mestic livestock, and homes for many species of fish, wild- 
life, and plants. 

From its inception, the National Forest System was 
administered not only to protect forest lands, but also to 
restore their productivity. After an early period of basic 
custodial protection, a philosophy evolved to manage the 
National Forests in such a way that they provided a vari- 
ety of uses and benefits for present and future generations. 
This concept of managing lands on a multiple-use, sus- 
tained-yield basis, which was confirmed by law in 1960, 
has always been a challenge. It has led to continuous dis- 
cussion and debate over the proper mix of resource uses. 

In the past decade, the use and management of the 
timber resources of the National Forests culminated in a 
court suit challenging the manner in which National 
Forest timber is harvested. The decision in the Mononga- 
hela National Forest case had the initial effect of severely 


reducing timber sales on all the National Forests in South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia, 
causing hardships for the forest products industry and its 
many employees. Applied nationwide, the court’s decision 
would severely restrict the timber supply from all the Na- 
tional Forests, led to the act before me today. 

While the National Forest Management Act of 1976 
evolved from a timber management controversy, the act 
goes far beyond a simple remedy of the court’s decision. 
Basically, the act expands and refines the forest resource 
assessment and planning requirements of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974— 
one of the first acts I signed upon taking office. This act 
reaffirms and further defines the concept of multiple-use, 
sustained-yield management and outlines policies and pro- 
cedures for land management planning in the National 
Forest System. Emphasis throughout the act is on a bal- 
anced consideration of all resources in the land manage- 
ment process. 

Of equal importance, this act guarantees the public full 
opportunity to participate in National Forest land and 
resource planning. Finally, it recognizes the importance of 
scientific research and cooperation with State and local 
governments and private landowners in achieving wise 
use and management of the Nation’s forest resources. 


In my consideration of this legislation, a statement 
made in 1907 by Gifford Pinchot, the first Chief Forester 
of the Forest Service, was brought to my attention. Mr. 
Pinchot said: 


There are many great interests on the National Forests 
which sometimes conflict a little. They must all be fit 
into one another so that the machine runs smoothly as 
a whole. It is often necessary for one man to give way 
a little here, another a little there. But, by giving way a 
little at the present, they both profit by it a great deal in 
the end. 


This National Forest Management Act of 1976 is the 
product of diverse and often conflicting interests. Officials 
of the Department of Agriculture and its Forest Service, 
conservation organizations, the timber industry, labor, 
professional foresters, and Members of Congress have 
worked for months to develop sound legislation. The Na- 
tion has profited as a result of their efforts. On balance, 
I find this act to be a reasonable compromise of the many 
competing interests which affect the National Forest Sys- 
tem. 

Therefore, in this Bicentennial Year of our Nation, and 
in this centennial year of Federal forestry, I am very 
pleased to sign into law S. 3091, the National Forest Man- 
agement Act of 1976. 


NoTE: As enacted, the National Forest Management Act of 1976 
(S. 3091) is Public Law 94-588, approved October 22, 1976. 
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PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
DEBATE OF 
OCTOBER 22, 1976 


Held in Williamsburg, Virginia 


Tue Moperator. Good evening, I am Barbara Walters, 
moderator of the last of the debates of 1976 between 
Gerald R. Ford, Republican candidate for President, and 
Jimmy Carter, Democratic candidate for President. 

Welcome, President Ford, welcome, Governor Carter, 
and thank you for joining us this evening. 

This debate takes place before an audience in Phi Beta 
Kappa Memorial Hall on the campus of the College of 
William and Mary in historic Williamsburg, Virginia. It 
is particularly appropriate in this Bicentennial Year that 
we meet on these grounds to hear this debate. Two hun- 
dred years ago, five William and Mary students met at 
nearby Raleigh Tavern to form Phi Beta Kappa, a frater- 
pity designed, they wrote, “to search qut and dispel the 
clouds of falsehood by debating without reserve the issues 
of the day.” 

In that spirit of debate—‘‘without reserve,” “to dispel 
the clouds of falsehood”—gentlemen, let us proceed. 

The subject matter of this debate is open, covering all 
issues and topics. Our questioners tonight are Joseph 
Kraft, syndicated columnist; Robert Maynard, editorial 
writer for the Washington Post; and Jack Nelson, Wash- 
ington bureau chief of the Los Angeles Times. 

The ground rules tonight are as follows: Questioners 
will alternate questions between the candidates. The can- 
didate has up to 214 minutes to answer the question. The 
other candidate then has up to 2 minutes to respond. If 
necessary, a questioner may ask a follow-up question for 
further clarification and, in that case, the candidate has 
up to 2 minutes to respond. As was initially agreed to 
by both candidates, the answers should be responsive to 
the particular questions. Finally, each candidate has up to 
3 minutes for a closing statement. 

President Ford and Governor Carter do not have pre- 
pared notes or comments with them this evening, but they 
may make notes and refer to them during the debate. 

It has been determined that President Ford would take 
the first question in this last debate, and, Mr. Kraft, you 
have that first question for President Ford. 

Mr. Krart. Mr. President, I assume that the Ameri- 
cans all know that these are difficvlt times and that there 
is no pie in the sky and that they don’t expect something 
for nothing. So I’d like to ask you, as a first question, as 
you look ahead in the next 4 years, what sacrifices are 
you going to call on the American people to make? What 
price are you going to ask them to pay to realize your 
objectives? 


> 66 


Let me add, Governor Carter, that if you felt that it 
was appropriate to answer that question in your com- 
ments, as to what price it would be appropriate for the 
American people to pay for a Carter administration, I 
think that would be proper, too. 

Mr. President? 

Tue Preswent. Mr. Kraft, I believe that the Ameri- 
can people in the next 4 years, under a Ford administra- 
tion, will be called upon to make those necessary sacrifices 
to preserve the peace—which we have—which means, of 
course, that we will have to maintain an adequate military 
capability; which means, of course, that we will have to 
add, I think, a few billion dollars to our defense appro- 
priations to make certain that we have adequate strategic 
forces, adequate conventional forces. 

I think the American people will be called upon to be 
in the forefront in giving leadership to the solution of 
those problems that must be solved in the Middle East, 
in southern Africa, and any problems that might arise in 
the Pacific. 

The American people will be called upon to tighten 
their belts a bit in meeting some of the problems that we 
face domestically. I don’t think that America can go on a 
big spending spree with a whole lot of new programs that 
would add significantly to the Federal budget. 

I believe that the American people, if given the leader- 
ship that I would expect to give, would be willing to give 
this thrust to preserve the peace and the necessary restraint 
at home to hold the lid on spending so that we could, I 
think, have a long overdue and totally justified tax de- 
crease for the middle-income people. And then—with the 
economy that would be generated from a restraint on 
spending and a tax reduction primarily for the middle- 
income people—then I think the American people would 
be willing to make those sacrifices for peace and prosperity 
in the next 4 years. 

Mr. Krart. Could I be a little bit more specific, Mr. 
President? 


THE PRESIDENT. Sure, sure. 


Mr. Krarr. Doesn’t your policy really imply that we 
are going to have to have a pretty high rate of unem- 
ployment over a fairly long time, that growth is going to 
be fairly slow, and that we are not going to be able to do 
very much in the next 4 or 5 years to meet the basic 
agenda of our national needs in the cities, in health, in 
transit, and a whole lot of other things like that? 

THE Preswent. Not at all. 

Mr. Krart. Aren’t those the real costs? 


Tue Present. No, Mr. Kraft. We’re spending very 
significant amounts of money now, some $200 billion a 
year, almost 50 percent of our total Federal expenditure 
by the Federal Government at the present time, for hu- 
man needs. Now we will probably have to increase that 
to some extent, but we don’t have to have growth in 
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spending that will blow the lid off and add to the prob- 
lems of inflation. 

I believe we can meet the problems within the cities of 
this country and still give a tax reduction. I proposed, as 
you know, a reduction to increase the personal exemption 
from $750 to $1,000, with the fiscal program that I have. 
And if you look at the projections, it shows that we will 
reduce unemployment, that we will continue to win the 
battle against inflation and, at the same time, give the 
kind of quality of life that I believe is possible in America : 
a job, a home for all those that will work and save for it, 
safety in the streets, health care that is affordable. These 
things can be done if we have the right vision and the 
right restraint and the right leadership. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you. Governor Carter, your 
response, please. 

Mr. Carter. Well, I might say first of all, that I think 
in case of a Carter administration, the sacrifices would 
be much less. Mr. Ford’s own environmental agency has 
projected a 10-percent unemployment rate by 1978 if he 
is President. The American people are ready to make 
sacrifices if tuey are part of the process, if they know that 
they will be helping to make decisions and won’t be ex- 
cluded from being an involved party to the national 
purpose. 

The major effort that we must put forward is to put 
our people back to work. And I think that this is one 
example where a lot of people have selfish, grasping ideas 
now. I remember in 1973, in the depth of the energy 
crisis, when President Nixon called on the American 
people to make a sacrifice to cut down on the waste of 
gasoline, to cut down on the speed of automobiles. It was 
a tremendous surge of patriotism. “I want to make a 
sacrifice for my country.” 

I think we could call together—with strong leadership 
in the White House—business, industry, and labor, and 
say, let’s have voluntary price restraints, let’s lay down 
some guidelines so we don’t have continuing inflation. 

We could also have an end to the extremes. We now 
have one extreme, for instance, of some welfare recipients 
who by taking advantage of the welfare laws, the housing 
laws, the Medicaid laws, and the food stamp laws, make 
over $10,000 a year, and they don’t have to pay any 
taxes on it. At the other extreme, just 1 percent of the 
richest people in our country derive 25 percent of all the 
tax benefits. So bxth those extremes grasp for advantage, 
and the person who has to pay that expense is the middle- 
income family who is still working for a living. And they 
have to pay for the rich who have the privilege and for 
the poor who are not working. 

But I think that a balanced approach, with everybody 
being part of it, and striving for unselfishness could help, 
as it did in 1973, to let people sacrifice for their own 
country. I know I’m ready for it; I think the American 
people are, too. 


Tue Moperator. Thank you. Mr. Maynard, your 
question to Governor Carter. 


Mr. Maynarp. Governor, by all indications, the voters 
are so turned off by this election campaign so far that 
only half intend to vote. One major reason for this 
apathetic electorate appears to be the low level at which 
this campaign has been conducted. It has digressed fre- 
quently from important issues into allegations of blunders 
and brainwashing and fixations on lust in Playboy. What 
responsibility do you accept for the low level of this cam- 
paign for the Nation’s highest office? 


Mr. Carter. I think the major reason for a decrease 
in participation that we’ve experienced ever since 1960 
has been the deep discouragement of the American people 
about the performance of public officials. When you've 
got 714, 8 million people out of work, when you've got 
three times as much inflation as you had during the last 8- 
year Democratic administration, when you have the 
highest deficits in history, when you have it becoming in- 
creasingly difficult for a family to put a child through 
college or to own a home, there is a natural inclination to 
be turned off. Also, in the aftermath of Vietnam and 
Cambodia and Watergate and the CIA revelations, peo- 
ple have felt that they’ve been betrayed by public officials. 


I have to admit that in the heat of the campaign— 
I’ve been in 30 primaries during the springtime; I’ve been 
campaigning for 22 months—I’ve made some mistakes. 
And I think this is part of just being a human being. I 


have to say that my campaign has been an open one. — 


The Playboy thing has been of very great concern to me. 
I don’t know how to deal with it exactly. I agreed to give 
the interview to Playboy. Other people have done it who 
are notable—Governor Jerry Brown, Walter Cronkite, 
Albert Schweitzer, Mr. Ford’s own Secretary of Treasury, 
Mr. Simon, William Buckley, many other people. But 
they weren’t running for President. And in retrospect, 
from hindsight, I would not have given that interview 
had I to do it over again. If I should ever decide in the 
future to discuss my deep Christian beliefs and con- 
demnation and sinfulness, I would use another forum 
besides Playboy. 


But I can say this: I’m doing the best I can to get away 
from that. And during the next 10 days, the American 
people will not see the Carter campaign running television 
advertisements or newspaper advertisements based on a 
personal attack on President Ford’s character. I believe 
that the opposite is true with President Ford’s campaign. 
And I hope that we can leave those issues, in the next 
10 days, about personalities and mistakes of the past— 
we’ve both made some mistakes—and talk about unem- 
ployment, inflation, housing, education, taxation, govern- 
ment organization, stripping away of secrecy, and the 
things that are crucial to the American people. 
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I regret the things in my own long campaign that have 
been mistaken, but_I’m trying to do away with those the 
last 10 days. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you, Governor Carter. Pres- 
ident Ford, your response? 

Tue Preswent. I believe that the American people 
have been turned off in this election, Mr. Maynard, for 
a variety of reasons. We have seen on Capitol Hill, in the 
Congress, a great many allegations of wrongdoing, of 
alleged immorality. Those are very disturbing to the 
American people. They wonder how an elected repre- 
sentative can serve them and participate in such activi- 
ties, serving in the Congress of the United States. Yes, 
and I’m certain many, many Americans were turned 
off by the revelations of Watergate, a very, very bad 
period of time in American political history. Yes, and 
thousands, maybe millions of Americans were turned off 
because of the problems that came out of our involve- 
ment in Vietnam. 

But on the other hand, I found on July 4 of this year, 
a new spirit born in America. We were celebrating our 
Bicentennial. And I find that there is a movement—as 
I traveled around the country—of greater interest in this 
campaign. Now, like any hard-working person seeking 
public office, in the campaign, inevitably, sometimes you 
will use rather graphic language. And I am guilty of 
that just like, I think, most others in the political arena. 
But I do make a pledge, that in the next 10 days when 
we are asking the American people to make one of the 
most important decisions in their lifetime, because I think 
this election is one of the most vital in the history of 
America, that we do together what we can to stimulate 
voter participation. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you, President Ford. 

Mr. Nelson, your question to President Ford. 

Mr. Netson. Mr. President, you mentioned Water- 
gate, and you became President because of Watergate, 
so don’t you owe the American people a special obligation 
to explain in detail your role of limiting one of the orig- 
inal investigations of Watergate—that was the one by 
the House Banking Committee? And I know you’ve 
answered questions on this before, but there are questions 
that still remain, and I think people want to know what 
your role was. 

Will you name the persons you talked to in connection 
with that investigation and, since you say you have no 
recollection of talking to anyone from the White House, 
would you be willing to open for examination the White 
House tapes of conversations during that period? 

THe Preswent. Mr. Nelson, I testified before two 
committees, House and Senate, on precisely the questions 
that you have asked. And the testimony, under oath, was 
to the effect that I did not talk to Mr. Nixon, to Mr. 
Haldeman, to Mr. Ehrlichman, or to any of the people 


at the White House. I said I had no recollection what- 
soever of talking with any of the White House legislative 
liaison people. 

I indicated under oath that the initiative that I took 
was at the request of the ranking members of the House 
Banking and Currency Committee on the Republican 
side which was a legitimate request and a proper response 
by me. 

Now, that was gone into by two congressional com- 
mittees, and following that investigation, both commit- 
tees overwhelmingly approved me, and both the House 
and the Senate did likewise. 

Now in the meantime, the Special Prosecutor—within 
the last few days after an investigation himself—said 
there was no reason for him to get involved, because he 
found nothing that would justify it. And then, just a day 
or two ago, the Attorney General of the United States 
made a further investigation and came to precisely the 
same conclusion. 

Now, after all of those investigations by objective, 
responsible people, I think the matter is closed once and 
for all. But to add one other feature: I don’t control 
any of the tapes. Those tapes are in the jurisdiction of 
the courts, and I have no right to say yes or no. But 
all the committees, the Attorney General, the Special 
Prosecutor—all of them have given me a clean bill of 
health. I think the matter is settled once and for all. 

Mr. Netson. Well, Mr. President, if I do say so 
though the question is that I think you still have not gone 
into details about what your role in it was. And I don’t 
think there was any question about whether or not there 
was a criminal prosecution, but whether you have told 
the American people your entire involvement in it and 
whether you would be willing—even though you don’t 
control the tapes—whether you would be willing to ask 
that the tapes be released for examination? 

Tue Preswent. That’s for the proper authorities who 
have control over those tapes to make that decision. I 
have given every bit of evidence, answered every question 
that’s been asked me by any Senator or any Member of 
the House, plus the fact that the Special Prosecutor, on 
his own initiation, and the Attorney General, on his 
initiation—the highest law enforcement official in this 
country—all of them have given me a clean bill of health. 
And I’ve told everything I know about it. I think the 
matter is settled once and for all. 

Tue Moperator. Governor Carter, your response. 

Mr. Carter. I don’t have any response. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you. 

Then we will have the next question from Mr. Kraft 
to Governor Carter. 

Mr. Krart. Governor Carter the next big crisis spot 
in the world may be Yugoslavia. President Tito is old and 
sick, and there are divisions in his country. It’s pretty 
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certain that the Russians are going to do everything they 
possibly can after Tito dies to force Yugoslavia back into 
the Soviet camp. 

But last Saturday, you said—and this is a quote—“I 
would not go to war in Yugoslavia even if the Soviet 
Union sent in troops.” Doesn’t that statement practically 
invite the Russians to intervene in Yugoslavia? Doesn’t it 
discourage Yugoslavs who might be tempted to resist? 
And wouldn’t it have been wiser on your part to say 
nothing and to keep the Russians in the dark, as President 
Ford did and as, I think, every President has done since 
President Truman? 

Mr. Carter. In the last 2 weeks, I’ve had a chance to 
talk to two men who have visited the Soviet Union, 
Yugoslavia, and China. One is Governor Averell Harri- 
man, who visited the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, and 
the other one is James Schlesinger, whom I think you ac- 
companied to China. I got a complete report back from 
those countries from these two distinguished gentlemen. 

Mr. Harriman talked to the leaders in Yugoslavia, and 
I think it’s accurate to say that there is no prospect, in 
their opinion, of the Soviet Union invading Yugoslavia 
should Mr. Tito pass away. The present leadership there 
is fairly uniform in their purpose. I think it’s a close-knit 
group, and I think it would be unwise for us to say that 
we will go to war in Yugoslavia if the Soviets should in- 
vade, which I think would be an extremely unlikely thing. 

I have maintained from the very beginning of my cam- 
paign—and this was a standard answer that I made in 
response to the Yugoslavian question—that I would never 
go to war, become militarily involved in the internal af- 
fairs of another country, unless our own security was di- 
rectly threatened. And I don’t believe that our security 
would be directly threatened if the Soviet Union went 
into Yugoslavia. I don’t believe it will happen. I certainly 
hope it won’t. I would take the strongest possible measures 
short of actual military action there by our own troops, 
but I doubt that that would be an eventuality. 

Mr. Krart. One quick followup. Did you clear the 
response you made with Secretary Schlesinger and Gov- 
ernor Harriman? 

Mr. Carter. No, I did not. 

Tue Moperator. President Ford, your response. 

Tue Presment. Well, I firmly believe, Mr. Kraft, 
that it’s unwise for a President to signal in advance what 
options he might exercise if any international problem 
arose. 

I think we all recall with some sadness that at the 
period of the late 1940’s, early 1950’s, there were some 
indications that the United States would not include 
South Korea in an area of defense. There are some who 
allege—I can’t prove it true or untrue—that such a state- 
ment, in effect, invited the North Koreans to invade South 
Korea. It’s a fact they did. 


But no President of the United States, in my opinion, 
should signal in advance to a prospective enemy what his 
decision might be or what option he might exercise. It’s 
far better for a person sitting in the White House, who 
has a number of options, to make certain that the other 
side, so to speak, doesn’t know precisely what you’re going 
to do. And therefore, that was the reason that I would 
not identify any particular course of action when I re- 
sponded to a question a week or so ago. 

THe Moperator. Thank you. 

Mr. Maynard, your question to President Ford, please. 

Mr. Maynarb. Sir, this question concerns your admin- 
istrative performance as President. The other day, Gen- 
eral George Brown, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, delivered his views on several sensitive subjects, 
among them Great Britain, one of this country’s oldest 
allies. He said, and I quote him now, “Great Britain—it’s 
a pathetic thing, it just makes you cry. They are no longer 
a world power. All they have are generals, admirals, and 
bands.” Since General Brown’s comments have caused 
this country embarrassment in the past, why is he still this 
Nation’s leading military officer? 

Tue Preswent. I have indicated to General Brown 
that the words that he used in that interview, in that par- 
ticular case, and in several others were very ill-advised. 
And General Brown has indicated his apology, his regrets, 
and I think that will, in this situation, settle the matter. 

It is tragic that the full transcript of that interview was 
not released, and that there were excerpts, some of the 
excerpts, taken out of context—not this one, however, 
that you bring up. 

General Brown has an exemplary record of military 
performance. He served this Nation with great, great 
skill and courage and bravery for 35 years. And I think 
it’s the consensus of the people who are knowledgeable in 
the military field that he is probably the outstanding mili- 
tary leader and strategist that we have in America today. 

Now he did use ill-advised words. But I think in the 
fact that he apologized, that he was reprimanded, does 
permit him to stay on and continue that kind of leadership 
that we so badly need as we enter into negotiations under 
the SALT II agreement, or if we have operations that 
might be developing in the Middle East or in southern 
Africa or in the Pacific—we need a man with that experi- 
ence, that knowledge, that know-how. And I think in 
light of the fact that he has apologized, would not have 
justified my asking for his resignation. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you. 

Governor Carter, your response. 

Mr. Carter. Well, just briefly, I think this is the sec- 
ond time that General Brown has made a statement for 
which he did have to apologize—and I know that every- 
body makes mistakes. I think the first one was related to 
the unwarranted influence of American Jews on the 
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media and in the Congress. This one concerned Great 
Britain. I think he said Israel was a military burden on 
us and that Iran hoped to reestablish the Persian Empire. 

I am not sure that I remembered earlier that President 
Ford had expressed his concern about the statement or 
apologized for it. This is something, though, that I think 
isindicative of a need among the American people to know 
how the Commander in Chief, the President, feels. And 
I think the only criticism that I would have of Mr. Ford 
is that immediately when the statement was revealed, 
perhaps a statement from the President would have been 
a clarifying and a very beneficial thing. 

THe Moperator. Mr. Nelson, your question now to 
Governor Carter. 

Mr. NE son. Governor, despite the fact that you’ve 
been running for President a long time now, many Amer- 
icans still seem to be uneasy about you. They don’t feel 
that they know you or the people around you. And one 
problem seems to be that you haven’t reached out to bring 
people with broad background or national experience in- 
to your campaign or your Presidential plans. ‘vi ost of the 
people around you on a day-to-day basis are the people 
you've known in Georgia. Many of them are young and 
relatively inexperienced in national affairs. Doesn’t this 
raise a serious question as to whether you would bring into 
a Carter administration people with the necessary back- 
ground to run the Federal Government? 

Mr. Carter. I don’t believe it does. I began cam- 
paigning 22 months ago. At that time, nobody thought I 
had a chance to win. Very few people knew who I was. 
I came from a tiny town, as you know—Plains—and 
didn’t hold public office, didn’t have very much money. 
And my first organization was just four or five people plus 
my wife and my children, my three sons and their wives. 

And we won the nomination by going out into the 
streets, barbershops, beauty parlors, restaurants, stores, in 
factory shift lines, also in farmers’ markets and livestock 
sale barns, and we talked a lot and we listened a lot, and 
we learned from the American people. We built up an 
awareness among the voters of this country, particularly 
those in whose primaries I entered—30 of them, nobody 
has ever done that before—about who I was and what I 
stood for. 

Now we have a very wide-ranging group of advisers 
who help me prepare for these debates and who teach me 
about international economics and foreign affairs, de- 
fense matters, health, education, welfare, government 
reorganization—I’d say several hundred of them, and 
they are very fine and very highly qualified. 

The one major decision that I have made since acquir- 
ing the nomination—and I share this with President 
Ford—is the choice of the Vice President. I think this 
would be indicative of the kind of leaders that I would 
choose to help me if I am elected. 
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I chose Senator Walter Mondale. And the only cri- 
terion that I have put forward in my own mind was, who 
among the several million people in this country would 
be the best person qualified to be President if something 
should happen to me and to join me in being Vice Presi- 
dent if I should serve out my term? And I’m convinced 
now, more than I was when I got the nomination, that 
Walter Mondale was the right choice. And I believe this 
is a good indication of the kind of people that I would 
choose in the future. 

Mr. Ford has had that same choice to make. I don’t 
want to say anything critical of Senator Dole, but I have 
never heard Mr. Ford say that that was his primary con- 
sideration—who is the best person I could choose in this 
country to be President of the United States. 

I feel completely at ease knowing that some day Sena- 
tor Mondale might very well be President. In the last 
five Vice-Presidential nominees, incumbents, three of 
them have become President. But J think this is indicative 
of what I would do. 

Tue Moperaror. President Ford, your response please. 

THe Presipent. The Governor may not have heard 
my established criteria for the selection of a Vice Presi- 
dent, but it was a well-established criteria that the person 
I selected would be fully qualified to be President of the 
United States. And Senator Bob Dole is so qualified—16 
years in the House of Representatives and in the Senate, 
very high responsibilities on important committees. 

I don’t mean to be critical of Senator Mondale, but I 
was very, very surprised when I read that Senator Mon- 
dale made a very derogatory, very personal comment 
about General Brown after the news story that broke 
about General Brown. If my recollection is correct, he 
indicated that General Brown was not qualified to be a 
sewer commissioner. I don’t think that’s a proper way to 
describe a Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff who has 
fought for his country for 35 years. And I’m sure the 
Governor would agree with me on that. 

I think Senator Dole would show more good judgment 
and discretion than to so describe a heroic and brave and 
very outstanding leader of the military. 

So I think our selection of Bob Dole as Vice President 
is based on merit. And if he should ever become the 
President of the United States, with his vast experience as 
a Member of the House and a Member of the Senate, as 
well as a Vice President, I think he would do an outstand- 
ing job as President of the United States. 

THe Moperator. Mr. Kraft, your question to Presi- 
dent Ford. 

Mr. Krart. Mr. President, let me assure you and 
maybe some of the viewing audience that being on this 
panel hasn’t been, as it may seem, all torture and agony. 
One of the heartening things is that I and my colleagues 
have received literally hundreds and maybe even thou- 
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sands of suggested questions from ordinary citizens all 
across the country who want answers. 

Tue Presment. That’s a tribute to their interest in 
this election. 

Mr. Krart. I will give you that. But let me go on, 
because one main subject on the minds of all of them has 
been the environment, particularly curious about your 
record. People really want to know why you vetoed the 
strip mining bill. They want to know why you worked 
against strong controls on auto emissions. They want to 
know why you aren’t doing anything about pollution of 
the Atlantic Ocean. They want to know why a bipartisan 
organization such as the National League of Conserva- 
tion Voters says that when it comes to environmental 
issues, you are—and I am quoting—‘“hopeless.” 

THE Preswent. First, let me set the record straight. I 
vetoed the strip mining bill, Mr. Kraft, because it was the 
overwhelming consensus of knowledgeable people that 
that strip mining bill would have meant the loss of liter- 
ally thousands of jobs, something around 140,000 jobs. 

Number two, that strip mining bill would have severely 
set back our need for more coal, and Governor Carter has 
said repeatedly that coal is the resource that we need to use 
more in the effort to become independent of the Arab 
oil supplies. So I vetoed it because of a loss of jobs and be- 
cause it would have interfered with our energy independ- 
ence program. 

The auto emissions—it was agreed by Leonard Wood- 
cock, the head of the UAW, and by the heads of all of the 
automobile industry—we had labor and management to- 
gether saying that those auto emission standards had to be 
modified. 

But let’s talk about what the Ford administration has 
done in the field of environment. I have increased, as 
President, by over 60 percent, the funding for water treat- 
ment plants in the United States, the Federal contribution. 
I have fully funded the Land and Water Conservation 
program; in fact, have recommended and the Congress 
approved, a substantially increased Land and Water Con- 
servation program. 

I have added in the current year budget, the funds for 
the National Park Service. For example, we proposed 
about $12 million to add between 400 and 500 more em- 
ployees for the National Park Service. 

And a month or so ago, I did likewise say, over the 
next 10 years we should expand—double—the national 
parks, the wilderness areas, the scenic river areas. And 
then, of course, the final thing is that I have signed and 
approved of more scenic rivers, more wilderness areas since 
I’ve been President than any other President in the his- 
tory of the United States. 

THE Moperator. Governor Carter. 

Mr. Carter. Well, I might say I think the League of 
Conservation Voters is absolutely right. This administra- 
tion’s record of environment is very bad. 


I think it’s accurate to say that the strip mining law, 
which was passed twice by the Congress and only lacked 
two votes, I believe, of being overridden, would have been 
good for the country. The claim that it would have put 
140,000 miners out of work is hard to believe when at the 
time Mr. Ford vetoed it, the United Mine Workers was 
supporting the bill. And I don’t think they would have 
supported the bill had they known that they would lose 
140,000 jobs. 

There has been a consistent policy on the part of this 
administration to lower or to delay enforcement of air 
pollution standards and water pollution standards. And 
under both Presidents Nixon and Ford, moneys have been 
impounded that would have gone to cities and others to 
control water pollution. 

We have no energy policy. We, I think, are the only de- 
veloped nation in the world that has no comprehensive 
energy policy to permit us to plan, in an orderly way, how 
to shift from increasing the scarce energy forms—oil—and 
have research and development concentrated on the in- 
creased use of coal, which I strongly favor—the research 
and development to be used primarily to make the coal 
burning be clean. 

We need a heritage trust program, similar to the one we 
had in Georgia, to set aside additional lands that have 
geological and archeological importance, natural areas for 
enjoyment. 

The lands that Mr. Ford brags about having approved 
are in Alaska, and they are enormous in size, but as far as 
the accessibility of them by the American people, is very 
far in the future. 

We have taken no strong position in the control of pollu- 
tion of our oceans. And I would say the worst threat to the 
environment of all is nuclear proliferation. And this ad- 
ministration, having been in office now for 2 years or more, 
has still not taken a strong and bold action to stop the 
proliferation of nuclear waste around the world, particu- 
larly plutonium. 

Those are some brief remarks about the failures of this 
administration. I would do the opposite in every respect. 

THe Moperator. Mr. Maynard to Governor Carter. 

Mr. Maynarp. Governor, Federal policy in this coun- 
try since World War II has tended to favor the develop- 
ment of suburbs at the great expense of central cities. Does 
not the Federal Government now have an affirmative 
obligation to revitalize the American city? We have heard 
little in this campaign suggesting that you have an urban 
reconstruction program. Could you please outline your 
urban intentions for us tonight? 

Mr. Carter. Yes, I would be glad to. In the first place, 
as is the case with the environmental policy and energy 
policy that I just described, and the policy for nonprolif- 


eration of nuclear waste, this administration has no 


urban policy. It’s impossible for mayors or Governors to 
cooperate with the President, because they can’t antici- 
pate what is going to happen next. 
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A mayor of a city like New York, for example, needs 
to know 18 months or 2 years ahead of time what respon- 
sibility the city will have in administration and in. financ- 
ing, in things like housing, pollution control, crime con- 
trol, education, welfare and health. This has not been 
done, unfortunately. I remember the headline in the 
Daily News that said, “Ford To New York—Drop Dead.” 

I think it’s very important that our cities know that 
they have a partner in the Federal Government. Quite 
often, Congress has passed laws in the past, designed to 
help people with the ownership of homes and with the 
control of crime and with adequate health care and better 
education programs and so forth. Those programs were 
designed to help those who need it most, and quite often 
this has been in the very poor people and neighborhoods 
in the downtown urban centers. Because of the greatly 
advantaged persons who live in the suburbs—better 
education, better organization, more articulate, more 
aware of what the laws are—quite often this money has 
been channeled out of the downtown centers where it’s 
needed. 

Also I favor all revenue sharing money being used 
for local governments and also to remove the prohibi- 
tions in the use of revenue sharing money, so that it can 
be used to improve education and health care. We have 
now, for instance, only 7 percent of the total education 
costs being financed by the Federal Government. When 
the Nixon-Ford administration started, this was 10 per- 
cent. That’s a 30-percent reduction in the portion that 
the Federal Government contributes to education in just 
8 years and, as you know, the education costs have gone 
up tremendously. 

The last point is that the major thrust has got to be 
to put people back to work. We’ve got an extraordinarily 
high unemployment rate among downtown, urban ghetto 
areas; particularly among the very poor and particularly 
among minority groups, sometimes 50 or 60 percent. 

And the concentration of employment opportunities 
in those areas would help greatly not only to reestablish 
the tax base, but also to help reduce the extraordinary 
welfare costs. One of the major responsibilities on the 
shoulders of New York City is to finance welfare. And 
I favor the shifting of the welfare cost away from the 
local governments altogether and, over a longer period 
of time, let the Federal Government begin to absorb part 
of it that is now paid by the State government. Those 
things would help a great deal with the cities, but we still 
have a very serious problem there. 

Tue Moperartor. President Ford. 

Tue Present. Let me speak out very strongly. The 
Ford administration does have a very comprehensive pro- 
gram to help our major metropolitan areas. I fought for, 
and the Congress finally went along with, a general reve- 
nue sharing program whereby cities and States—the cities, 


two-thirds, and the States, one-third—get over $6 billion 
a year, in cash, with which they can provide many, many 
services, whatever they really want. 

In addition, we in the Federal Government make avail- 
able to cities about $3,300 million in what we call com- 
munity development. In addition, as a result of my pres- 
sure on the Congress, we got a major mass transit program 
over a 4-year period—$11,800 million. We have a good 
housing program that will result in cutting the downpay- 
ments by 50 percent and having mortgage payments lower 
at the beginning of any mortgage period. We are expand- 
ing our homestead housing program. 

The net result is, we think, under Carla Hills, who is 
the Chairman of my Urban Development and Neighbor- 
hood Revitalization program, we will really do a first- 
class job in helping the communities throughout the coun- 
try. As a matter of fact, that committee, under Secretary 
Hills, released about a 75-page report with specific recom- 
mendations, so we can do a better job in the weeks ahead. 

And in addition, the tax program of the Ford adminis- 
tration, which provides an incentive for industry to move 
into our major metropolitan areas, into the inner cities, 
will bring jobs where people are and help to revitalize 
those cities as they can be. 

Tue Moperator. Mr. Nelson, your question next to 
President Ford. 

Mr. Netson. Mr. President, your campaign has run 
ads in black newspapers saying that “for black Americans, 
President Ford is quietly getting the job done.” Yet, study 
after study has shown little progress in desegregation and, 
in fact, actual increases in segregated schools and housing 
in the Northeast. 

Now civil rights groups have complained repeatedly 
that there has been lack of progress in commitment to an 
integrated society during your administration. So how are 
you getting the job done for blacks and other minorities, 
and what programs do you have in mind for the next 4 
years? 

Tue Presment. Well, let me say at the outset, I am 
very proud of the record of this administration. In the 
Cabinet, I have one of the outstanding, I think, admin- 
istrators as the Secretary of Transportation—Bill Cole- 
man. You are familiar, I am sure, with the recognition 
given in the Air Force to General James, And there was 
just approved a three-star admiral, the first in the history 
of the United States Navy. So, we are giving full recogni- 
tion to individuals of quality in the Ford administration 
in positions of great responsibility. 

In addition, the Department of Justice is fully enforc- 
ing, and enforcing effectively, the Voting Rights Act, the 
legislation that involves jobs, housing for minorities, not 
only blacks but all others. 

The Department of HUD is enforcing the new legisla- 
tion that takes care of redlining. What we are doing is 
saying that there are opportunities—business opportuni- 
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ties, educational opportunities, responsibilities—where 
people with talent—blacks or any other minority—can 
fully qualify. 

The office of minority business in the Department of 
Commerce has made available more money in trying to 
help black businessmen, or other minority businessmen, 
than any other administration since the office was 
established. 

The office of small business, under Mr. Kobelinski, has 
a very massive program trying to help the black commu- 
nity. The individual who wants to start a business or ex- 
pand his business as a black businessman is able to borrow 
either directly or with guaranteed loans. 

I believe on the record that this administration has been 
responsive and we have carried out the law to the letter, 
and I am proud of the record. 

THe Moperator. Governor Carter, your response, 

please. 
Mr. Carter. The description just made of this admin- 
istration’s record is hard to recognize. I think it is accurate 
to say that Mr. Ford voted against the voting rights acts 
and against the civil rights acts in their debative stage. I 
think once it was assured they were going to pass, he finally 
voted for it. 

This country changed drastically in 1969 when the 
terms of John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson were over, 
and Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford became the Presi- 
dents. There was a time when there was hope for those 
who were poor and downtrodden and who were elderly 
or who were ill or who were in minority groups. That 
time has been gone. 

I think the greatest thing that ever happened to the 
South was the passage of the civil rights acts and the open- 
ing up of opportunities to black people, to have a chance 
to vote, to hold a job, to buy a house, to go to school, and 
to participate in public affairs. It not only liberated black 
people but it also liberated the whites. 

We have seen in many instances in recent years a 
minority affairs section of a small loan administration, 
Small Business Administration, lend a black entrepreneur 
just enough money to get started, and then to go bank- 
rupt. The bankruptcies have gone up an extraordinary 
degree. 

The FHA, which used to be a very responsible agency 
that everyone looked to to help own a home, lost $600 
million last year. There have been over 1,300 indictments 
in HUD, over 800 convictions relating just to home loans. 
And now the Federal Government has become the world’s 
greatest slum landlord. 

We've got a 30 percent or 40 percent unemployment 
rate among minority young people. And there has been 
no concerted effort given to the needs of those who are 
both poor and black or poor and who speak a foreign 
language. And that’s where there has been a great genera- 


tion of despair and ill-health and lack of education and 
lack of purposefulness and a lack of hope for the future. 

But it doesn’t take just a quiet, dormant, minimum en- 
forcement of the law. It requires an aggressive searching 
out and reaching out to help people who especially need 
it. And that’s been lacking in the last 8 years. 

Tue Moperator. Mr. Kraft, to Governor Carter. 

Mr. Krart. Governor Carter, in the nearly 200-year 
history of the Constitution, there have been only, I think 
it is, 25 amendments, most of them on issues of the very 
broadest principle. Now we have proposed amendments 
in many highly specialized causes like gun control, school 
busing, balanced budget, school prayer, abortion, things 
like that. Do you think it’s appropriate to the dignity of 
the Constitution to tack on amendments in a wholesale 
fashion, and which of the ones I listed, that is, balanced 
budget, school busing, school prayer, abortion, gun con- 
trol, which of those would you really work hard to sup- 
port if you were President? 

Mr. Carter. I would not work hard to support any 
of those. We have always had, I think, a lot of constitu- 
tional amendments proposed but the passage of them has 
been fairly slow and few and far between. In the 200-year 
history, there has been a very cautious approach to this. 
Quite often we have a transient problem. I am strongly 
against abortion. I think abortion is wrong. I don’t think 
the government ought to do anything to encourage abor- 
tion, but I don’t favor a constitutional amendment on 
the subject. But short of a constitutional amendment, and 
within the confines of a Supreme Court ruling, I will do 
everything I can to minimize the need for abortions with 
better sex education, family planning, with better adop- 
tive procedures. I personally don’t believe that the Federal 
Government ought to finance abortions, but I draw the 
line and don’t support a constitutional amendment. How- 
ever, I honor the right of people to seek the constitutional 
amendments on school busing, on prayer in the schools, 
and on abortion, but among those you named, I won't 
actively work for the passage of any of them. 

THE Moperartor. President Ford, your response, please. 

Tue Preswent. I support the Republican platform 
which calls for a constitutional amendment that would 
outlaw abortions. I favor the particular constitutional 
amendment that would turn over to the States the in- 
dividual right of the voters in those States the chance to 
make a decision by public referendum. I call that the 
people’s amendment. I think if you really believe that 
the people of a State ought to make a decision on a matter 
of this kind, that we ought to have a Federal constitu- 
tional amendment that would permit each one of the 50 
States to make the choice. 

I think this is a responsible and a proper way to pro- 
ceed. I believe also that there is some merit to an amend- 
ment that Senator Everett Dirksen proposed very fre- 
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quently, an amendment that would change the Court 
decision as far as voluntary prayer in public schools. It 
seems to me that there should be an opportunity, as long 
as it’s voluntary, as long as there is no compulsion what- 
soever, that an individual ought to have that right. 

So, in those two cases I think such a constitutional 
amendment would be proper. And I really don’t think in 
either case they are trivial matters. I think they are matters 
of very deep conviction as far as many, many people in this 
country believe, and therefore they shouldn’t be treated 
lightly, but they are matters that are important. And in 
those two cases I would favor them. 

Tue Moperator. Mr. Maynard, to President Ford. 

Mr. Maynarp. Mr. President, twice you have been the 
intended victim of would-be assassins using handguns, yet 
you remain a steadfast opponent of substantive handgun 
control. There are now some 40 million handguns in 
this country, going up at the rate of 2.5 million a year, 
and tragically those handguns are frequently purchased 
for self-protection and wind up being used against a rela- 
tive or a friend. In light of that, why do you remain so ada- 
mant in your opposition to substantive gun control in this 
country? 

THE Preswent. Mr. Maynard, the record of gun con- 
trol, whether it’s in one city or another or in some States 
does not show that the registration of a gun, handgun, or 
the registration of the gun owner has in any way what- 
soever decreased the crime rate or the use of that gun in 
the committing of a crime. The record just doesn’t prove 
that such legislation or action by a local city council is 
effective. 

What we have to do—and this is the crux of the mat- 
ter—it to make it very, very difficult for a person who uses 
agun in the commission of a crime to stay out of jail. If we 
make the use of a gun in the commission of a crime a seri- 
ous criminal offense and that person is prosecuted, then 
in my opinion we are going after the person who uses the 
gun for the wrong reason. I don’t believe in the registra- 
tion of handguns or the registration of the handgun owner. 
That has not proven to be effective. And, therefore, I 
think the better way is to go after the criminal, the in- 
dividual who commits a crime in the possession of a gun 
and uses that gun for a part of his criminal activity. 

Those are the people who ought to be in jail. And the 
only way to do it is to pass strong legislation so that once 
apprehended, indicted, convicted, they will be in jail and 
off the streets and not using guns in the commission of a 
crime. 

Mr. Maynarp. But, Mr. President, don’t you think 
that the proliferation of the availability of handguns con- 
tributes to the possibility of those crimes being committed? 
And there is a second part to my followup. Very quickly, 
there are, as you know and as you've said, jurisdictions 
around the country with strong gun control laws. The po- 
lice officials in those c:ties contend that if there were a 


national law to prevent other jurisdictions from providing 
the weapons that then come into places like New York, 
that they might have a better handle on the problem. Have 
you considered that in your analysis of the handgun pro- 
liferation problem? 

Tue Preswent. Yes, I have, and the individuals with 
whom I have consulted have not convinced me that a 
national registration of handguns or handgun owners will 
solve the problem you are talking about. The person who 
wants to use a gun for an illegal purpose can get it whether 
it’s registered or outlawed—they will be obtained—and 
they are the people who ought to go behind bars. You 
should not, in the process, penalize the legitimate handgun 
owner. And when you go through the process of registra- 
tion, you, in effect, are penalizing that individual who uses 
his gun for a very legitimate purpose. 

Tue Moperator. Governor Carter. 

Mr. Carter. I think it’s accurate to say that Mr. Ford’s 
position on gun control has changed. Earlier, Mr. Levi, 
his Attorney General, put forward a gun control proposal 
which Mr. Ford later, I believe, espoused that called for 
the prohibition against the sale of the so-called “Saturday 
night specials.” It would have put very strict control over 
who owned a handgun. 

I have been a hunter all my life and happen to own 
both shotguns, rifles, and a handgun. And the only pur- 
pose that I would see in registering handguns and not long 
guns of any kind would be to prohibit the ownership 
of those guns by those who have used them in the com- 
mission of a crime or who have been proven to be mentally 
incompetent to own a gun. I believe that limited ap- 
proach to the question would be advisable, and I think 
adequate, but that’s as far as I would go with it. 

‘THE Moperator. Mr. Nelson, to Governor Carter. 

Mr. Netson. Governor, you’ve said the Supreme 
Court today is, as you put it, moving back im the proper 
direction in rulings that have limited the rights of criminal 
defendants, and you’ve compared the present Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Burger very favorably with the 
more liberal Court that we had under Chief Justice War- 
ren. So, exactly what are you getting at, and can you 
elaborate on the kind of Court you think this country 
should have? And can you tell us the kind of qualifications 
and philosophy you would look for as President in making 
Supreme Court appointments? 

Mr. Carter. While I was Governor of Georgia, 
although I am not a lawyer, we had complete reform of 
the Georgia court system. We streamlined the structure 
of the courts, put in administrative offices, put a unified 
court system in, and required that all severe sentences be 
reviewed for uniformity, and, in addition to that, put 
forward a proposal that was adopted and used throughout 
my own term of office—selection of all judges and dis- 
trict attorneys, prosecuting attorneys, on the basis of merit. 


Volume 12—Number 44 











1574 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


Every time I had a vacancy on the Georgia Supreme 
Court—and I filled five of those vacancies out of seven 
total, and about half of the Court of Appeals judges, 
about 35 percent of the trial judges—I was given from 
an objective panel the five most highly qualified persons 
in Georgia, and from those five I always chose the first 
or second one. So, merit selection of judges is the most 
important single criterion. And I would institute the 
same kind of procedure as President, not only in judicial 
appointments but also in diplomatic appointments. 

Secondly, I think that the Burger Court has fairly well 
confirmed the major and most far-reaching and most 
controversial decisions of the Warren Court. Civil rights 
has been confirmed by the Burger Court. It hasn’t been 
reversed. And I don’t think there is any inclination to 
reverse those basic decisions—of the one man-one vote 
rule, which is a very important one that struck down the 
unwarranted influence in the legislature of sparsely 
populated areas of the States. The right of indigent or 
very poor accused persons to legal counsel—TI think the 
Burger Court has confirmed that basic and very con- 
troversial decision of the Warren Court. Also, the pro- 
tection of an arrested person against unwarranted persecu- 
tion in trying to get a false confession. 

But now, I think there have been a couple of instances 
where the Burger Court has made technical rulings where 
an obviously guilty person was later found to be guilty. 
And I think that in that case some of the more liberal 
members of the so-called Warren Court agreed with those 
decisions. 

But the only thing that I have pointed out was what 
I’ve just said, and that there was a need to clarify the 
technicalities so that you couldn’t be forced to release a 
person who is obviously guilty just because of a small 
technicality in the law. And that’s a reversal of position 
by the Burger Court with which I do agree. 

Mr. Netson. Governor, I don’t believe you answered 
my question, though, about the kinds of people you would 
be looking for for the Court, the type of philosophy you 
would be looking for if you were making appointments to 
the Supreme Court as President. 

Mr. Carter. Okay, I thought I answered it by saying 
that it would be on the basis of merit. Once the search 
and analysis procedure had been completed, and once 
I am given a list of the 5 or 7 or 10 best qualified persons 
in the country, I would make a selection from among those 
persons. If the list was in my opinion fairly uniform, if 
there was no outstanding person, then I would undoubt- 
edly choose someone who would most accurately reflect 
my own basic political philosophy, as best as I could 
determine it, which would be to continue the progress 
that has been made under the last two Courts—the War- 
ren Court and the Burger Court. 

I would also like to completely revise our criminal 
justice system to do some of the things at the Federal 


level and court reform that I just described, as has been 
done in Georgia and other States. And I would like to 
appoint people who would be interested in helping with 
that. I know Chief Justice Burger is. He hasn’t had help 
yet from the administration and from the Congress to 
carry this out. 

The emphasis, I think, of the court system should be 
to interpret the Constitution and the laws equally be- 
tween property protection and personal protection. But 
when there is a very narrow decision—which quite often 
is one that reaches the Supreme Court—I think the choice 
should be with human rights, and that would be another 
factor that I would follow. 

Tue Moperator. President Ford. 

Tue Present. I think the answer as to the kind of 
person that I would select is-obvious. I had one oppor- 
tunity to nominate an individual to the Supreme Court, 
and I selected the Circuit Court of Appeals judge from 
Illinois, John Paul Stevens. I selected him because of his 
outstanding record as a Circuit Court of Appeals judge. 
And I was very pleased that an overwhelmingly Demo- 
cratic United States Senate, after going into his back- 
ground, came to the conclusion that he was fit and should 
serve, and the vote in his behalf was overwhelming. 

So, I would say somebody in the format of Justice 
Stevens would be the kind of an individual that I would 
select in the future, as I did him in the past. 

I believe, however, a comment ought to be made about 
the direction of the Burger Court vis-a-vis the Court that 
preceded it. It seems to me that the Miranda case was a 
case that really made it very, very difficult for the police, 
the law enforcement people in this country, to do what 
they could to make certain that the victim of a crime was 
protected and that those that commit crimes were prop- 
erly handled and sent to jail. The Miranda case—the 
Burger Court is gradually changing. And I am pleased 
to see that there are some steps being made by the Burger 
Court to modify the so-called Miranda decision. 

I might make a correction of what Governor Carter 
said, speaking of gun control. Yes, it is true, I believe that 
the sale of Saturday night specials should be cut out, but 
he wants the registration of handguns. 

Tue Moperator. Mr. Kraft. 

Mr. Krart. Mr. President, the country is now in 
something that your advisers call an economic pause. I 
think to most Americans that sounds like an antiseptic 
term for low growth, unemployment, standstill at a high, 
high level, decline in take-home pay, lower factory earn- 
ings, more layoffs. Isn’t that really a rotten record, and 
doesn’t your administration bear most of the blame for it? 

Tue Present. Well, Mr. Kraft, I violently disagree 
with your assessment, and I don’t think the record justi- 
fies the conclusion that you come to. Let me talk about 
the economic announcements that were made just this 
past week. 
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Yes, it was announced that the GNP real growth in the 
third quarter was at 4 percent. But, do you realize that 
over the last 10 years that’s a higher figure than the aver- 
age growth during the 10-year period. Now, it’s lower 
than the 9.2-percent growth in the first quarter and it’s 
lower than the 5-percent growth in the second quarter. 
But, every economist—liberal, conservative—that I am 
familiar with, recognizes that in the fourth quarter of this 
year and in the first quarter of next year that we will have 
an increase in real GNP. 

But now let’s talk about the pluses that came out this 
week. We had an 18-percent increase in housing starts. 
We had a substantial increase in new permits for housing. 
Asa matter of fact, based on the announcement this week, 
there will be at an annual rate, 1 million 800-some 
thousand new houses built, which is a tremendous increase 
over last year and a substantial increase over the earlier 
part of this year. 

Now, in addition, we had some very good news in the 
reduction in the rate of inflation, and inflation hits every- 
body—those who are working and those who are on wel- 
fare. The rate of inflation, as announced just the other 
day, is under 5 percent, and the 4.4 percent that was 
indicated at the time of the 4 percent GNP, was less than 
the 5.4 percent. It means that the American buyer is get- 
ting a better bargain today because inflation is less. 

Mr. Krart. Mr. President, let me ask you this: There 
has been an increase in layoffs, and that’s something that 
bothers everybody because even people that have a job are 
afraid they are going to be fired. Did you predict that 
increase in layoffs? Didn’t that take you by surprise? 
Hasn’t your administration been surprised by this pause? 
In fact, haven’t you been so obsessed with saving money 
that you didn’t even push the Government to spend funds 
that were allocated? 

Tue Present. Mr. Kraft, I think the record can be 
put in this way, which is the way that I think satisfies 
most Americans; Since the depths of the recession, we 
have added 4 million jobs. Most importantly, consumer 
confidence, as surveyed by the reputable organization at 
the University of Michigan, is at the highest since 1972. 

In other words, there is a growing public confidence 
in the strength of this economy. And that means that there 
will be more industrial activity ; it means that there will be 
a reduction in the unemployment; it means that there will 
be increased hires; it means that there will be increased 
employment. 

Now, we've had this pause but most economists, re- 
gardless of their political philosophy, indicate that this 
pause for a month or two was healthy because we could 
not have honestly sustained a 9.2 percent rate of growth, 
which we had in the first quarter of this year. 

Now, I'd like to point out as well that the United States 
economic recovery from the recession of a year ago is well 
ahead of the economic recovery of any major free indus- 
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trial nation in the world today. We are ahead of al! of the 
Western European countries. We are ahead of Japan. The 
United States is leading the free world out of the recession 
that was serious a year and a half ago. 

We are going to sce unemployment going down, more 
jobs available, and the rate of inflation going down. And 
I think this is a record that the American people under- 
stand and will appreciate. 

THe Moperator. Governor Carter. 

Mr. Carter. Well, with all due respect to President 
Ford, I think he ought to be ashamed of making that 
statement because we have the highest unemployment rate 
now than we had at any time between the Great Depres- 
sion, caused by Herbert Hoover, and the time President 
Ford took office. We have got 714 million people out of 
jobs. Since he has been in office, 2. million more Ameri- 
can people have lost their jobs. In the last 4 months alone, 
500,000 Americans have gone on the unemployment rolls. 
In the last month, we’ve had a net loss of 163,000 jobs. 

Anybody who says that the inflation rate is in good 
shape now ought to talk to the housewives. One of the 
overwhelming results that I have seen in places is people 
feel that you can’t plan any more, there is no way to make 
a prediction that my family might be able to own a home 
or to put my kids through college. Saving accounts are 
losing money instead of gaining money. Inflation is rob- 
bing us. 

Under the present administrations—Nixon’s and 
Ford’s—we have had three times the inflation rate that 
we experienced under President Johnson and President 
Kennedy. The economic growth is less than half today 
what it was at the beginning of this year. And housing 
starts—he compares the housing starts with last year, I 
don’t blame him because in 1975 we had fewer housing 
starts in this country, fewer homes built than any year since 
1940. That’s 35 years. And we’ve got a 35-percent unem- 
ployment rate in many areas of this country among con- 
struction workers. And Mr. Ford hasn’t done anything 
about it. And I think this shows a callous indifference to 
the families that have suffered so much. He has vetoed bills 
passed by Congress within the congressional budget guide- 
lines—job opportunities for 2 million Americans. We will 
never have a balanced budget, we will never meet the 
needs of our people, we will never control the inflationary 
spiral as long as we have 74 or 8 million people out of 
work who are looking for jobs. And we have probably got 
2% more million people who are not looking for jobs any 
more because they’ve given up hope. That is a very serious 
indictment of this administration. It’s probably the worst 
one of all. 

Tue Moperator. Mr. Maynard. 

Mr. Maynarp. Governor Carter, you entered this race 
against President Ford with a 20-point lead or better in 
the polls and now it appears that this campaign is headed 
for a photo finish. You have said how difficult it is to 
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run against a sitting President but Mr. Ford was just as 
much an incumbent in July when you were 20 points 
ahead as he is now. Can you tell us what caused the evap- 
oration of that lead, in your opinion? 

Mr. Carter. Well, that’s not exactly an accurate de- 
scription of what happened. When I was that far ahead 
it was immediately following the Democratic Conven- 
tion and before the Republican Convention. At that 
time 25 or 30 percent of the Reagan supporters said that 
they would not support President Ford, but as occurred at 
the end of the Democratic Convention, the Republican 
Party unified itself, and I think immediately following the 
Republican Convention there was about a 10-point 
spread. I believe that to be accurate. I had 49 percent; 
President Ford had 39 percent. 

The polls are good indications of fluctuations, but they 
vary widely one from another, and the only poll I’ve ever 
followed is the one that, you know, is taken on Election 
Day. I was in 30 primaries in the spring and at first it was 
obvious that I didn’t have any standing in the polls. As a 
matter of fact, I think when Gallup ran their first poll in 
December 1975 they didn’t even put my name on the 
list. They had 35 people on the list—my-name wasn’t 
even there. At the beginning of the year, I had about 2 
percent. So the polls, to me, are interesting, but they don’t 
determine my hopes or my despair. 

I campaign among people. I have never depended on 
powerful political figures to put me in office. I have a di- 
rect relationship with hundreds of thousands of people 
around the country who actively campaign for me. In 
Georgia alone, for instance, I got 84 percent of the vote, 
and I think there were 14 people in addition to myself on 
the ballot, and Governor Wallace had been very strong 
in Georgia. That is an overwhelming support from my 
own people who know me best. And today we have about 
500 Georgians at their own expense, just working people 
who believe in me, spread around the country involved 
in the political campaign. 

So the polls are interesting, but I don’t know how to 
explain the fluctuations. I think a lot of it depends on 
current events—sometimes foreign affairs, sometimes do- 
mestic affairs. But I think our core of support among 
those who are crucial to the election has been fairly steady. 
And my success in the primary season was, I think, nota- 
ble for a newcomer, from someone who’s outside of Wash- 
ington who never has been a part of the Washington es- 
tablishment. And I think that we will have a good result 
on November 2 for myself and I hope for the country. 

Tue Moperator. President Ford, your response. 

Tue Present. I think the increase in the prospects 
.as far as I am concerned and the less favorable prospects 
for Governor Carter reflect that Governor Carter is in- 
consistent in many of the positions that he takes. He tends 
to distort on a number of occasions. Just a moment ago, 
for example, he was indicating that in the 1950’s, for 


example, unemployment was very low. He fails to point 
out that in the 1950’s we were engaged in the war in 
Vietnam—I mean in Korea. We had 3,500,000 young 
men in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. That’s 
not the way to end unemployment or to reduce unem- 
ployment. 

At the present time, we are at peace. We have reduced 
the number of people in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines from 3,500,000 to 2,100,000. We are not at war, 
We have reduced the military manpower by 1,400,000. 
If we had that many more people in the Army, the Navy, 
the Air Force, and Marines, our unemployment figure 
would be considerably less. 

But this administration doesn’t believe the way to re- 
duce unemployment is to go to war or to increase the 
number of people in the military. So, you cannot compare 
unemployment, as you sought to, at the present time, with 
the 1950’s, because th: then administration had people 
in the military. They were at war. They were fighting 
overseas. And this administration has reduced the size of 
the military by 1,400,000. They are in the civilian labor 
market, and they are not fighting anywhere around the 
world today. 

THE Moperator. Thank you, gentlemen. 

This will complete our questioning for this debate. We 
don’t have time for more questions and full answers. So, 
now each candidate will be allowed up to 4 minutes for 
a closing statement. And, at the original coin toss in 
Philadelphia a month ago, it was determined that Presi- 
dent Ford would make the first closing statement tonight. 

President Ford. 

THE PRESWENT. For 25 years, I served in the Congress 
under five Presidents. I saw them work, I saw them make 
very hard decisions. I didn’t always agree with their de- 
cisions, whether they were Democratic or Republican 
Presidents. For the last 2 years, I’ve been the President, 
and I have found from experience that it’s much more 
difficult to make those decisions than it is to second guess 
them. 

I became President at the time that the United States 
was in a very troubled time. We had inflation of over.12 
percent; we were on the brink of the worst recession in 
the last 40 years; we were still deeply involved in the 
problems of Vietnam; the American people had lost faith 
and trust and confidence in the Presidency itself. That 
situation called for me to first put the United States on 
a steady course and to keep our keel well-balanced because 
we had to face the difficult problems that had all of a 
sudden hit America. 

I think most people know that I did not seek the Presi- 
dency, but I am asking for your help and assistance to be 
President for the next 4 years. During this campaign, we've 
seen a lot of television shows, a lot of bumper stickers, and 
a great many slogans of one kind or another, but those 
are not the things that count. What counts is that the 
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United States celebrated its 200th birthday on July 4. 
As a result of that wonderful experience all over the 
United States, there is a new spirit in America. The Amer- 
ican people are healed, are working together. The Ameri- 
can people are moving again and moving in the right 
direction. 

We have cut inflation by better than half. We have 
come out of the recession, and we are well on the road to 
real prosperity in this country again. There has been a 
restoration of faith and confidence and trust in the Presi- 
dency because I’ve been open, candid, and forthright. I 
have never promised more than I could produce and I 
have produced everything that I promised. We are at 
peace—not a single young American is fighting or dying 
on any foreign soil tonight. We have peace with freedom. 

I’ve been proud to be President of the United States 
during these very troubled times. I love America just as 
all of you love America. It would be the highest honor 
for me to have your support on November 2 and for you 
to say, “Jerry Ford, you’ve done a good job; keep on 
doing it.” 

Thank you and good night. 

THE Moperator. Thank you, President Ford. 

Governor Carter. 

Mr. Carter. The major purpose of an election for 
President is to choose a leader, someone who can analyze 
the depths of feeling in our country, to set a standard for 
our people to follow, to inspire people to reach for great- 
ness, to correct our defects, to answer difficulties, to bind 
ourselves together in a spirit of unity. 

I don’t believe the present administration has done that. 
We have been discouraged and we've been alienated, 
sometimes we’ve been embarrassed, sometimes we’ve been 
ashamed. Our people are out of work, and there is a sense 
of withdrawal. 

But our country is innately very strong. Mr. Ford is a 
good and decent man, but he has been in office now more 
than 800 days, approaching almost as long as John Ken- 
nedy was in office. I would like to ask the American peo- 
ple what has been accomplished. A lot remains to be done. 

My own background is different from his. I was a school 
board member and a library board member, I served on 
a hospital authority, and I was in the State senate, and I 
was Governor and I am an engineer, a naval officer, a 
farmer, a businessman. I believe we require someone who 
can work harmoniously with the Congress and can work 
closely with the people of this country, and who can bring 
anew image and a new spirit to Washington. 

Our tax structure is a disgrace and needs to be reformed. 
I was Governor of Georgia for 4 years, We never increased 
sales taxes or income tax or property taxes. As a matter 
of fact, the year before we went out of office we gave a $50 
million refund to the property taxpayers of Georgia. 

We spend $600 per person in this country, every man, 
woman, and child, for health care. We still rank 15th 


among all of the nations in the world in infant mortality, 
and our cancer rate is higher than any country in the 
world. We don’t have good health care. We could have it. 

Employment ought to be restored to our people. We 
have become almost a welfare state. We spend now 700 
percent more on unemployment compensation than we 
did 8 years ago when the Republicans took over the White 
House. Our people want to go back to work. Our educa- 
tion system can be improved. Secrecy ought to be stripped 
away from government, and a maximum of personal pri- 
vacy ought to be maintained, Our housing programs have 
gone bad. It used to be that the average family could own 
a house, but now less than a third of our people can afford 
to buy their own homes. 

The budget was more grossly out of balance last year 
than ever before in the history of our country—$65 bil- 
lion—primarily because our people are not at work. In- 
flation is robbing us, as we’ve already discussed, and the 
Government bureaucracy is just a horrible mess. 

This doesn’t have to be. I don’t know all of the answers. 
Nobody could. But I do know that if the President of the 
United States and the Congress of the United States and 
the people of the United States said, “I believe our Nation 
is greater than what we are now,” I believe that if we 
are inspired, if we can achieve a degree of unity, if we 
can set our goals high enough and work toward recognized 
goals with industry and labor and agriculture along with 
Government at all levels, we can achieve great things. 

We might have to do it slowly. There are no magic an- 
swers to it, but I believe together we can make great 
progress, we can correct our difficult mistakes and answer 
those very tough questions. 

I believe in the greatness of our country, and I believe 
the American people are ready for a change in Washing- 
ton. We have been drifting too long. We have been dor- 
mant too long. We have been discouraged too long. And 
we have not set an example for our own people, but I 
believe that we can now establish in the White House a 
good relationship with Congress, a good relationship with 
our people, set very high goals for our country, and with 
inspiration and hard work we can achieve great things 
and let the world know—that’s very important, but more 
importantly, let the people in our own country realize— 
that we still live in the greatest Nation on Earth. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Moperator. Thank you, Governor Carter, and 
thank you, President Ford. I also would like to thank the 
audience and my three colleagues—Mr. Kraft, Mr. May- 
nard, and Mr. Nelson, who have been our questioners. 

This debate has, of course, been seen by millions of 
Americans, and in addition tonight is being broadcast to 
113 nations throughout the world. 

This concludes the 1976 Presidential debates, a truly 
remarkable exercise in democracy for this is the first time 
in 16 years that the Presidential candidates have debated. 
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It is the first time ever that an incumbent President has 
debated his challenger, and the debate included the first 
between the two Vice-Presidential candidates. 

President Ford and Governor Carter, we not only want 
to thank you but we commend you for agreeing to come 
together to discuss the issues before the American people. 

And our special thanks to the League of Women 
Voters for making these events possible. In sponsoring 
these events, the League of Women Voters Education 
Fund has tried to provide you with the information that 
you will need to choose wisely. 

The election is now only 11 days off. The candidates 
have participated in presenting their views in three, 90- 
minute debates, and now it’s up to the voters and now 
it is up to you to participate. The League urges all regis- 
tered voters to vote on November 2 for the candidate of 
your choice. 

And now, from Phi Beta Kappa Memorial Hall on 
the campus of the College of William and Mary, this is 
Barbara Walters wishing you all a good evening. 

NOTE: The debate began at 9:30 p.m. at the Phi Beta Kappa 
Memorial Hall on the campus of the College of William and Mary 


in Williamsburg, Virginia. It was broadcast live on radio and 
television. 


Richmond, Virginia 


The President’s Remarks at the State Capitol Grounds. 
October 23, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Godwin. It is a 
very high honor and a very great privilege for me to be in 
this great State capital and have the kind and very gen- 
erous observations and compliments by your great Gov- 
enor, Mills Godwin. 

May I say it is a pleasure, also, to be on the platform 
with Congressman Ken Robinson, Lieutenant Governor 
Dalton, and my old and very dear friend—who I served 
with in the Congress of the United States for many, many 
years—former Governor Tuck. 


Distinguished officials, ladies and gentlemen: At Kan- 
sas City, I said that I would not concede a single State, 
I would not concede a single vote; that I would campaign 
from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy plains 
of Georgia. I have kept that pledge—just today, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, ending up in 
California. So let me say without any hesitation or res- 
ervation, we are going to see as many people as we can, 
to keep that pledge that I would not concede a single 
vote or a single State. 


I had, last night, one of the greatest honors, to spend 
the night with Governor Mills Godwin and his lovely 


wife Catherine. Back in the days when Governor Godwin 
was a Democratic Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, I envied him, I respected him, and I had a long 
hope that some day we could be together. And let me say 
very, very strongly that Governor Mills Godwin is one 
of the giants of American politics, and we are proud of 
him. 

But I am also proud to say that Virginia is the second 
home of the Ford family. We lived in Alexandria for 
some 25 years before we moved into the White House. In 
fact, for the first few days after taking the oath of office 
on August 9, 1974, we lived in our home in Alexandria 
and actually commuted to the White House and to the 
Oval Office. So one could honestly say, for a limited 
period of time, Virginia was the White House for the 
United States. 

Our four children went to the public schools in Alex- 
andria. I paid taxes in the State of Virginia. I even belong 
to the Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Company in 
Alexandria, thanks to my good friend Marshall Beverly 
of Alexandria. [Laughter] 


Yes, the Commonwealth is widely known, and properly 
so, as the Mother of Presidents, and I am proud to be an 
adopted son. Our Bicentennial celebration vividly re- 
minds us of the native sons and daughters of Virginia 
who have written glorious chapters in the history of this 
great country. Their names are American legends— 
George and Martha Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, Patrick Henry, George Mason, William Henry 
Harrison, Zachary Taylor, John Tyler, Woodrow Wilson, 
John Marshall, Robert E. Lee, Harry Byrd, Senior, and 
now Harry Byrd, Junior. 

In this campaign, you know where I stand. I stand on 
your side for limited government, for fiscal responsibility, 
for rising prosperity, for lower taxes, for military strength, 
and for peace in the world. I stand for your principles. Can 
I count on your support November 2? 

After so many years of war, America has enjoyed the 
blessings of peace with freedom. Not a single young 
American is fighting and dying today on any foreign bat- 
tlefield, and I intend to keep it that way. Not a single 
American wife or sweetheart, mother or father, is wonder- 
ing whether their loved ones will be a wartime casualty to- 
morrow, and I intend to keep it that way. 

After so many years in which America’s defensive needs 
were shortchanged, I proposed in 1975 and again in 1976, 
the two largest defense outlays in America’s history and 
convinced the Congress to stop slashing away at our mili- 
tary spending and our defense capability. 

After many, many years of runaway growth in the Fed- 
eral budget, I submitted a budget for fiscal year 1977 
which cut the rate of growth in Federal spending in half. 
I have held the line.on Government spending with 64 
vetoes and saved the hard-pressed taxpayers $9 billion. 
Because I have not been afraid to say no to excessive 
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spending, we will submit a balanced Federal budget by 
1978, and we will have another tax cut in the meantime 
for the hard-pressed American taxpayer. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has a well:danerved 
reputation for financial integrity, and I will do my very 
best in the next 4 years to see that your Federal Govern- 
ment matches that reputation you so well earned under 
Governor Mills Godwin. 

After so many years of uncontrolled inflation, we have 
cut inflation in half and will do even better in the future, 
because you know, as I know, that inflation is the cruelest 
tax of all. It hits all segments of our population, but par- 
ticularly those who live on fixed incomes. 

Now, after the worst recession in this country in the 
last 40 years, we have added 4 million new jobs to the 
American economy—not by creating deadend jobs at 
the taxpayer’s expense, but by stimulating jobs with a 
future in the private economy, where five out of the six 
jobs in America exist today. Still, too many people are out 
of work; we are not satisfied with the progress that we 
have made. But more Americans were working in 1976 
than ever before in the history of this country, nearly 88 
million, and that is a tremendous comeback from where 
we were just 18 months ago. 

After suffering a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years 
ago, America has had its faith restored in the White 
House. My administration has been open, candid, forth- 
right, and we will keep it that way during the next 
4 years. As I told the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Norfolk earlier this year, I firmly believe that private 
morality and public service can and must go hand-in- 
hand, and it will under a Ford administration. 

This is only a part of my administration’s record over 
the past 2 years. We inherited a great many difficulties, 
as I said in the debate last night. But I was honored to 
come and to try and serve you during this very trouble- 
some period in American history. 

I have outlined some of the things we have done, but 
let me quickly tick off some of the other things I think 
are accomplishments. Farm exports and farm income are 
at an all-time high. A major effort is already underway 
to cut redtape in the Federal bureaucracy. We are work- 
ing for peace and justice in the Middle East and through- 
out the world. In every field, America is on the move. 
We have made an incredible comeback in the past 2 years, 
and I promise we are not through yet. 

You can believe me when I say America is strong and 
we will keep it strong, because the American people are 
willing to pay the price for that kind of national security. 
You can believe me when I say this Nation is sound, this 
Nation is secure, this Nation is on the way to a better 
quality of life for all Americans. 

And this administration has earned the trust of the 
American ‘people. My record is one of progress, not 
platitudes; performance, not promises. It is a record 


I am proud to run on, a record the people of Virginia and 
the concerned citizens throughout this country—Demo- 
crats, Independents, and Republicans—will support on 
November 2. 

Give me your mandate and we will reduce the growth 
of government still more. 

Give me your mandate and we will insure the integrity 
of the social security system. We will improve Medicare 
so that our older citizens can enjoy the health and happi- 
ness that they have earned. There is no reason they should 
go broke just to get well. 

Give me your mandate and we will make sure that 
this rich Nation does not neglect its citizens who are less 
fortunate than we, but provides for their needs with com- 
passion and with dignity. 

Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family home, 
the family business, the family farm, and give our industry 
an opportunity through tax incentives to provide jobs by 
modernization, building new factories, competing abroad, 
so that America’s economy will be healthy and strong for 
the betterment of all. 

Give me your mandate and we will expand the recre- 
ational opportunities and restore the healthy environment 
of this great country as our legacy to future generations. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation on 
the path of peace through strength, and we will live in 
peace and freedom in the United States of America. I 
have no fear for the future of America. The future to all 
of us is a friend. And as we go forward together, I promise 
you once more what I promised you before—to uphold 
the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives me to 
see the right, and to do the very best that I can for 
America. 

God helping me, I will not let you down. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. Prior to his arrival at the 
ct Capitol, the President attended a reception at the Governor’s 
ansion. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at the North Carolina State 
Fairgrounds. October 23, 1976 


Governor Holshouser, Liddy Dole, Dave Flaherty, distin- 
guished officials, and guests: 

It is great to get together with one of my family again, 
our third son, Steve Ford. 

I also wish to express my deep appreciation for the 
fact that an old and very dear friend of mine, Congress- 
man Jim Broyhill, is here. 
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For many, many reasons, it is a great privilege and a 
very high honor to be back here in the Tarheel State. 
And I thank you for the wonderfully warm and hospitable 
welcome. 

In Kansas City, I promised not to concede a single vote 
or a single State. I meant it. And let me give you where 
I have been to prove the point. Some people have said, 
well, I have been spending my time in the Rose Garden. 
Some people have been saying I have been hiding out. 
Well, here is the itinerary. 

Today, I was in Virginia, now in North Carolina, and 
later in South Carolina; last week, in Oklahoma, Texas; 
the veek before, in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Florida. I don’t think that is hiding out in Washington, 
D.C. [Laughter] 

A couple of weeks ago I opened up the State Fair in 
Texas, but Jim Holshouser told me if I wanted to see a 
really big fair, I would have to come to North Carolina. 
I am here and I love it. Thank you. 

Well, while I am here, let me extend a very special in- 
vitation to come to Washington next January for the in- 
auguration of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole; or, to put it 
another way, you all come. [Laughter] 

In Kansas City, I knew I had picked an outstanding 
teammate or running mate. Bob Dole has a superb record, 
not only in the House of Representatives but in the 
United States Senate. But I didn’t really understand that 
I got such a big dividend when we got Liddy Dole with 
Bob Dole, and thank you very, very much. 

Let me express my deepest appreciation to your out- 
standing United States Senator Jesse Helms, and the two 
fine Congressmen that I know so well, Jim Broyhill and 
Jim Martin. Let’s add a few more just like them on Elec- 
tion Day. 

Over the years, I have developed a very close and warm 
friendship with the people of this State, dating back—I 
went to law school here one summer at the University of 
North Carolina, I spent a few months in Chapel Hill—as- 
signed there by the Navy in World War II. My oldest son, 
Mike, and his wonderful wife, Gayle, graduated from 
Wake Forest and, of course, as I mentioned earlier, we 
are delighted to have that wonderful Southern accent, that 
beautiful gal, Elizabeth Hanford Dole, from Salisbury, 
North Carolina. 

But let me talk very straight to you for a few minutes. 
You know where I stand. I stand on your side for limited 
government, for fiscal responsibility, for rising prosperity, 
for lower taxes, for military strength, and for peace in the 
world. Not a single young American is fighting or dying 
on any foreign soil today, and I intend to keep it that 
way. 

After so many years in which America’s defensive needs 
were shortchanged, I proposed the two largest military 
budgets in America’s history, and I was able to convince 
the Congress to stop slashing away at military spending. 


After so many years of runaway growth in the Federal 
budget, I submitted a budget for this fiscal year which 
cut the rate of growth in Federal spending in half. I have 
held the line on Government spending with 64 vetoes and 
saved you, the hard-pressed taxpayers, $9 billion. Because 
I have not been afraid to say no to excessive spending, we 
will be able to submit a balanced Federal budget by 1978 
and, in addition, we will have another tax reduction for 
the American taxpayer, particularly the middle-income 
taxpayers of this country. 

My idea of tax reform is tax reduction. I am sure you 
recall that I submitted to the Congress a proposal to in- 
crease the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. That 
is meaningful tax reduction to the long shortchanged 
middle-income taxpayers. Congress didn’t pass it, but I 
make a pledge to you that I am going to keep the pressure 
on the next Congress until they do and, if they don’t, they 
will hear about it in the next election. 

After so many years of uncontrolled inflation, we have 
cut the rate of inflation by better than 50 percent. We will 
do even better in the future. After the worst economic 
recession in 40 years, we have added 4 million jobs to the 
American economy in the last 18 months, not by creating 
deadend jobs at the taxpayer’s expense, but we have added 
these 4 million jobs by stimulating the private economy 
where five out of the six jobs are in America today. 

Too many people are still out of work. We are not 
satisfied with the progress we have made, but more Amer- 
icans were on the job in 1976 than ever before in the 
history of the United States, nearly 88 million. And that 
is a tremendous comeback from where we were just a year 
and a half ago. After suffering a tragic betrayal of public 
trust just 2 years ago, America has had its faith restored 
in the White House. My administration has been open, 
candid, straightforward, and we will keep it that way for 
the next 4 years. 

As I told the Southern Baptist Convention in Norfolk 
earlier this year, I firmly believe that private morality and 
public service can and must go hand-in-hand. 

I mentioned only a part of the Ford administration’s 
record in the past 2 years, but let me add just a few more. 
Farm exports and farm income are at an all-time high. A 
major effort is already on the way to cut redtape in the 
Federal bureaucracy. We are working for peace and jus- 
tice in the Middle East and throughout the world. In 
every field, America is on the move, on the march. 

We made an incredible comeback in the past 2 years, 
and we are not through yet. You can believe me when I 
tell you that America is strong and will be kept strong, 
because the American people are willing to pay for that 
kind of national security. 

You can believe me when I say this Nation is sound, 
this Nation is secure, this Nation is on the way to a better 
quality of life for all Americans, and this administration 
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has earned the trust of the American people for the next 
4years. 

My record is one of progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance and not promises. We don’t need government to do 
everything for us or to tell us everything we can or can- 
not do. 

We have a great reservoir of talented industry in this 
country and it is not all concentrated on the banks of the 
Potomac River. You have got it here in North Carolina; 
it exists all over America. That is where the progress will 
come as we move ahead in our third century in the United 
States. More often you will find it on the banks of the 
Neuse River here in Raleigh or on the beautiful New 
River we helped to save in the mountains of western 
North Carolina, or on the Outer Banks down east. 

Let me say I was deeply grateful to your great Gover- 
nor Jim Holshouser for listing some of the things that this 
administration has done in working with his administra- 
tion. The relationship between your Governor and myself 
isa close one, and I can say—because I know a few Gov- 
emors around the country—in Jim Holshouser you have 
one of the best, and you should be proud of him. 

Having spent as much time as I have during my life in 
the great Tarheel State, I think I know something about 
the way the people in North Carolina feel. I don’t think 
you here in North Carolina are ready to see our free econ- 
omy bogged down with even more rules, regulations, red- 
tape and red ink. And I hope you will register your 
opinion loud and clear on November 2. 

This great State Fair is a good example of what people 
can do by themselves. We have the most productive 
farmers in the history of mankind. One American farmer 
today feeds 56 other people. The farmers of North Caro- 
lina, as Jim Holshouser said, will bring in their highest 
income from their tobacco crop in 1976. I compliment 
you for it. We are proud of that productivity. 

I want to preserve the family farm in North Carolina, 
and throughout America. I have been fighting all year to 
revise the estate tax laws to ensure that you won’t have to 
sacrifice your farms just to pay the Federal tax collector. 

I recommended this increase in the personal exemption 
in the estate tax from $60,000 to a higher figure. The 
Congress finally passed it, and I was pleased that they 
raised, on my recommendation, the tax exemption from 


$60,000 to something like $175,000 and stretched out the 


payments on those estate taxes. This is constructive legis- 
lation because the family farm means so much to the 
people of North Carolina, as well as in the other 49 States. 

For those who want to own a home in rural America, I 
am announcing today that I have directed the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to raise the moderate income limit 
for rural housing loans from $12,900 to $15,600. This 
change, coupled with the recent increase in the low in- 
come limit from $8,500 to $10,000, and lowering the 
interest rate to 8 percent, will greatly increase our ability 


to help rural families buy a home of their own, and a 
home is the most important factor in building a strong 
America. 

But rural vitality is not all that North Carolina has 
going for it. The North Carolina Research Triangle 
and the other fine colleges and universities in this State 
have helped make America the most advanced tech- 
nological and educational society iu: the history of man- 
kind. 

Just this week, America made a clean sweep in the 
Nobel Prizes for economics, chemistry, physics, medicine 
and literature. This is the first time in history that a single 
country has been the home of all of these winners. I am 
proud to be a citizen of the great United States of Amer- 
ica, and you and I can be proud of what has been done, 
and we can be proud of the progress we are going to make 
in the future. 

We have our problems, but in the last 2 troubled years 
we have come a long, long way: our long national night- 
mare is over; four million new jobs have been created in 
less than 2 years; inflation cut more than half; trust 
has been restored in the White House; America is at peace 
at home as well as abroad; we are putting our old angers 
aside; we are putting our old problems behind us and 
healing our wounds. 

It is a record I am proud to run on, a record of the peo- 
ple of North Carolina and concerned citizens—Demo- 
crats, Independents, and Republicans—throughout 
America will support on November 2. Give me your 
mandate and we will reduce the growth of government 
still more. Give me your mandate and we will ensure the 
integrity of the social security system. We will improve 
medicare so that our older citizens can enjoy the health 
and happiness that they have so richly earned. There is no 
reason that they should have to go broke just to get well. 

Give me your mandate and we will make sure that this 
rich and wonderful Nation does not neglect its citizens 
who are less fortunate than ourselves but provides for their 
needs with compassion and with dignity. Give me your 
mandate and we will create a tax structure that is fair 
to all, that will preserve the family home, the family busi- 
ness, the family farm, and give industry in America the 
opportunity to modernize, to expand, so that we can create 
more jobs for the young who are coming into the labor 
market. 


Give me your mandate and we will expand the recrea- 
tional opportunities and restore the healthy environment 
of this great country so that we can leave a legacy to future 
generations of America. Give me your mandate and I 
will lead this Nation on the paths of peace through 
strength, and we will live in peace and freedom in the 
United States of America. 

I have no fear for the future of America. The future is 
our friend, and as we go forward together, I promise you 
once more—as I have promised you before—to uphold 
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the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives me to 

see the right, and to do the very best that I can for 

America. God helping me, I will not let you down. 
Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. at the Dorton Arena. 


As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 


Columbia, South Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at the South Carolina State 
Fair. October 23, 1976 


Let me thank all of you for the opportunity to come 
to Columbia, South Carolina, to the great State Fair. 

I would just like to introduce a member of our family 
who went to the fair while I went to the football game. I 
would like to introduce to you my son, Steve Ford. 

Two weeks ago, I went to the Texas State Fair. This 
morning I stopped at the North Carolina State Fair. Here 
I am at the South Carolina State Fair. I love fairs. Thank 
you very, very much. But what I like best is those figures 
up there. 

But let me be serious, if I might. We have a great 
campaign that is about to come to its conclusion on 
November 2. The issues are very important. We have been 
hearing that only about 50 percent of the people are 
going to vote. I hope that is not true, because the course 
and direction of this Nation could well be decided on 
November 2, and that course and that direction for the 
next 4 years and perhaps for the next century. 


Let me tell you where I stand. I stand for a strong 
national defense. America must be number one and will 
be number one. We have the best Army, the best Navy, the 
best Marine Corps, the best Air Force and, under Presi- 
dent Ford, we are going to keep it that way. 

But we also have to have a strong economy, and that 
means not only an industrial economy but it means a 
strong agricultural economy. We believe very strongly 
that American agriculture is probably one of the most 
important segments of our society, and we are going to 
keep agriculture in America strong under President Ford 
for the next 4 years. 


I think a few of you may have heard the debate last 
night. I am not going to ask you who won, but I do want 
to repeat one or two things that I believe are very im- 
portant for us to remember. 

Two years ago, in August, this country was in serious 
trouble. Today, we have made a substantial amount of 
progress. We have gone from a lack of trust in the White 
House to confidence and trust in the White House under 
President Ford. We have gone from inflation of over 12 


percent 2 years ago, to a rate of inflation under 6 percent, 
and it is going down. We have made a lot of progress in 
winning the battle against inflation, and we are going 
to make a lot more between now and the end of the next 
4 years. 

But then, let me make one other observation. America 
is at peace. We are at peace because we are strong. Not a 
single young American is fighting and dying on any for- 
eign battlefield tonight. We are able to do that because 
the United States has the military capability and the diplo- 
matic skill, through strength in our allies and respect from 
our adversaries. 

But the most fundamental thing that is important in 
America is our moral and spiritual strength. The United 
States is a nation where each and every one of us has an 
opportunity to participate—to participate in government, 
to pray to God, to have our own religion, and strengthen 
the character of America. And I think by any standard, 
we can say we are proud of America and we are proud 
to be Americans. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. Prior to his arrival at the 
State Fair, the President attended the second half of the Notre 
Dame-University of South Carolina football game at William Brice 
Stadium, University of South Carolina campus. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Columbia, South Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at the Governor’s Mansion. 
October 23, 1976 


Governor Jim Edwards, Senator Strom Thurmond, Con- 
gressman Floyd Spence: 

I can’t express deeply enough my appreciation for the 
hospitality of Jim and Ann and this wonderful turnout 
here in this just gorgeous mansion and the grounds. I 
thank you all for your very warm and generous hospitality. 
It is great to be in South Carolina. 

I enjoyed the second half of the football game. I can 
claim some credit—you scored more points than your 
opponents while I was there. [Laughter] 

As I said in Kansas City, I am not going to concede a 
single State or a single vote. While I am here, let me extend 
to each and every one of you a special invitation to come 
to Washington next January, when we have the inaugura- 
tion of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. Or, to put it another 
way, you all come, and we will have a great party. 
[Laughter] 

I think all of you know where J stand—for limited gov- 
ernment, for fiscal responsibility, for rising prosperity, for 
lower taxes, greater military strength, for peace in the 
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world with freedom. Not a single young American today 
is fighting or dying on any foreign battlefield, and that is 
because America is strong. 

After so many years—the last 10 years in which Ameri- 
ca’s defensive needs have been shortchanged—I proposed 
the two largest defense budgets in the history of the 
United States. And this year, with the help of Strom Thur- 
mond, we were able to convince the Congress to give us 
virtually all that we asked for. And the net result is we can 
look forward to real progress in maintaining our strategic 
capability, our conventional capability. We have the will. 
And let me say, as long as I am President of the United 
States, we are going to stay number one. 

After so many years of runaway growth in Federal 
spending, I submitted last January a budget which for the 
first time put a cap on the growth in Federal spending. 
I have held the line on Federal spending with 66 vetoes 
which saved the hard-pressed taxpayer something like $9 
billion. I have not been afraid to say no to the excessive 
spending of a liberal Congress, and let me say we will keep 
the pressure on in the next Congress. 

But speaking of the Congress, you have here in this con- 
gressional district one of the strongest, one of the best 
Members of the House of Representatives in Floyd Spence. 
You need him and I need him. 


I think it goes without saying that you are proud of the 
wonderful job that Strom Thurmond does for you. And 
let me say without any hesitation or qualification, believe 
me, I know Strom Thurmond is up there fighting for a 
strong national defense, fighting for restraint on spending, 
fighting for your lowering of taxes. Strom, thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 


We have heard a great deal about tax reform, The best 
tax reform that I know is tax reduction. And the best tax 
reduction that I know is the kind of tax reduction that goes 
to the middle-income taxpayer who, in the process of leg- 
islation in the last 10 or 15 years, has been shortchanged. 
And therefore, I think if we are going to get equity in 
our Federal tax laws, we have to increase the personal ex- 
emption from $750 to $1,000. That gives that great, vast, 
middle-income taxpayer the kind of fairness, the kind of 
equity that he deserves. 

Congress didn’t pass what I recommended this year, 
but let me look them right in the eye. We are going to keep 
the pressure on them next year; if they don’t pass it, the 
next year. We are going to get that kind of tax relief, and 
the Congress is going to do it, because the American peo- 
ple know it is right. 

I tried to mention in the debate last night the kind of 
progress that we have made in America since I have been 
President, And believe me, that day of August 9, 1974, 
was not a very happy day. America was in trouble. We had 
inflation over 12 percent. We were on the brink of a seri- 
ous recession. The American people had tragically lost 


faith and confidence in the White House, and we were 
still involved in Vietnam. 

But with the strength of the American people and with 
the kind of government that we have in this country, we 
were able to set the Ship of State on an even keel and to 
set a steady course. And we have gone through some tough 
times for the last 26 months, but the thing that gave Betty 
and me the kind of satisfaction, the kind of propping that 
we needed when times looked tough, was the faith that we 
had in 215 million Americans. 

And let me say, having gotten through the storm of 
those 26 months, I think with the progress we have made, 
with the foundation that we have laid, we can have the 
most glorious 4 years to begin the third century of Ameri- 
can freedom and progress. 

And so I come before you all here in this great State of 
South Carolina and ask for your help, ask for your assist- 
ance. I think we can carry South Carolina. It would be a 
great, great honor—Jim, it would be a great honor to 
come back here to this mansion after November 2 some- 
time and really relax and enjoy being with you and Ann 
and meeting all of these wonderful people from South 
Carolina. 

But as I close, let me reemphasize, we have a chance to 
go forward together. And I promise you once more, as I 
promised you before, to uphold the Constitution, to do 
what is right as God gives me the right—or to see the 
right, and to do the very best that I can for America. 
God helping me, I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:38 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Pasadena, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Golden Circle 
Reception. October 24, 1976 


I can’t express adequately my deep appreciation to all 
of you who have supported the party and supported our 
efforts with your Golden Circle participation. It is won- 
derful to be in California after a hard day yesterday in 
Virginia, where we got a wonderful reception; in North 
Carolina, where the enthusiasm was really spectacular; 
and where the results in South Carolina were far beyond 
our expectations. 

I might just give you one poll that is somewhat indica- 
tive. I went to the Notre Dame-South Carolina football 
game, the last half. I went to the latter half because in 
that half, South Carolina outscored Notre Dame— 
[laughter|—even though they didn’t win the ballgame. 
But anyhow, we went to the State Fair and they have a 
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big poll like you see for the community chest and the like. 
Ten days ago, we were behind on a ratio of 3 to 2. Yester- 
day, we had roughly 10,500 votes and my opponent had 
7,300. 

What I am really saying is that we are making sub- 
stantial inroads in those areas where my opponent thought 
he had a free ride. He doesn’t, and the net result is we 
are going to do very well in many parts of the country 
where a month ago it didn’t look very optimistic. But 
when you get to the bottom line, for us to win this election 
and to keep the direction this country is on—which I think 
is a solid, a very optimistic future—it is critical that we 
win California. 

California is a State that we must win. And all of you 
coming here early on Sunday morning and your long 
support for the party and the principles that we stand for 
is indicative of the concern you have. So, if you can just 
double, redouble, quadruple your efforts between now 
and November 2 and we win California, we will keep 
America going in the right direction. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in the Georgian Room at the 


Huntington-Sheraton Hotel. As printed above, his remarks follow 
the text of the White House press release. 


Pasadena, California 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
Committee Reception. October 24, 1976 


John Rousselot, Congressman Moorhead: 

Let me say this is a great, great thrill for me to be in 
California, to see all of you wonderful volunteers who 
will, on November 2, give us a victory in California, which 
means a victory for the United States that day. 

In Kansas City, I said we would not concede a single 
vote, we would not concede a single State. And let me 
say, as I travel across this great country—and this is my 
second visit to California since Kansas City—I feel a great 
momentum building, which means that I can honestly 
invite each and every one of you to an inauguration of 
Jerry Ford and Bob Dole in January of 1977. 

But let me tell you that the thing that is so impressive 
as I travel around the country—we find volunteers in 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, yesterday. We 
found them in Texas and Oklahoma; we find them in 
New Jersey and New York; we find them in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio; we find them in the Rocky Mountain States. 
There is this ground swell of deep public concern not only 
on the part of Republicans, but on the part of Independ- 
ents and Democrats who know that this election could 
be the deciding point as to the direction of this country 


for the next 4 years, but, more importantly, the direction 
of this country for the next century. 


We celebrated a tremendous birthday on July 4. It 
brought forth all the good things in America. But we have 
a new spirit, a new healing among people, and the Ameri- 
can people, as a result, are concerned that they want their 
country to be strong at home and to be strong abroad, so 
that we can have the kind of quality of life that is so 
essential not only for ourselves but our children and our 
grandchildren. And under a Ford-Dole administration, 
that is what we have, and I pledge that to you. 


But it is vitally important that you not only give the 
support that I know you are going to give as great volun- 
teers to Bob Dole and to myself, but we must have men 
like John Rousselot and Carlos Moorhead and Dr, 
Hayakawa back in Washington, or with us in Washington, 

But let me tell you where I stand so there is no ques- 
tion, so there is no doubt whatsoever. I stand for lim- 
ited government; I stand for restraint on Federal 
spending; I stand for tax reduction; I stand for the free en- 
terprise giving to us the kind of prosperity that is needed 
and necessary; I stand for a strong America that will 
keep the peace. And I remind you today, as I have on 
other occasions, because we are strong, there isn’t a 
single young American fighting or dying on any foreign 
soil today. 

We are strong today because of the defense budgets 
that I have submitted to the Congress that will keep our 
strategic forces alert 24 hours a day against any strikes 
or aggression, because the kind of defense appropriations 
that I have recommended will keep our conventional 
forces strong to meet any attack or any aggression. 

Now, there are some in this political campaign who 
wish to cut or slash, to make our military forces weaker 
in the future. That would be a dangerous gamble. It 
would be a gamble because it would, for example, send 
our young pilots out flying aircraft that are older than 
themselves. That is why we need the B—1 now, and we 
will need it in the future. 


When people talk about reducing the military budget, 
what they are doing is stretching out the modernization 
of our Navy. When they talk about the reduction in our 
military forces, they are talking about the slowdown in 
the procurement of the necessary aircraft that are es- 
sential both in strategic and in conventional forces. The 
American people are willing to make the sacrifice to keep 
America strong, and that is what the Ford-Dole ticket 
stands for, and we will not let you down. 

But if we are to keep our economy moving in the di- 
rection that it is, toward increased prosperity, we have to 
keep a restraint on the expenditures of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. In the budget that I submitted to the Con- 
gress last year, I called for a 50-percent cutback in the 
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growth of Federal spending. I called for a $28-billion 
tax reduction. 

The Congress disappointed me in both cases, but let 
me say—and look each and every one of you right in 
the eye—on January 20, when I take the oath of office 
as the next President of the United States, I am going 
to call for additional restraints in Federal spending, for 
additional tax cuts, particularly for the middle-income 
people who have been shortchanged. 

But let me say in addition, as we have moved forward 


to strengthen our economy, we are going to continue the _ 


battle, the successful battle we have made in reducing the 
rate of inflation. Take yourself back to 1974— inflation 
of over 12 percent. Today it is under 6 percent. You are 
not satisfied and I am not satisfied, but with the right 
kinds of economic program, reducing Federal expendi- 
tures, with the kind of tax incentives that will increase our 
productivity, we will win that \.<ttle against inflation under 
a Ford-Dole administration. 

Yes, November 2 is a crucial date. It is a crucial date 
because it will determine the direction from the point of 
view of the White House, the Chief Executive. But I re- 
peat again, it would be a disaster for us to have the wrong 
kind of a Congress, the kind of a Congress that you have 
had for the last 2 years. We need to strengthen the House 
of Representatives, and we do need Dr. Hayakawa in 
Washington. 

But now let me just conclude with this: We can’t do it 
alone. We can campaign as hard as we are and, as I said, 
I have been back to this great State twice since Kansas 
City. My wife, Betty, has been out here working, three of 
our four children have been out here trying to contribute 
and make a contribution to this campaign. Bob Dole has 
been out here and done a superb job. But the way we are 
going to get results is for wonderful people like you, who 
are dedicated, to multiply your efforts with your neigh- 
bors, with your friends, with your business associates, and 
with others. 

This is a crusade, a crusade for the kind of government 
that our forefathers gave us from some 200 years ago. We 
must work extra hard, make an even greater effort, be- 
cause the future of America could well depend on what 
happens on November 2. 

I pledge to you, as I pledged before, I will uphold the 
Constitution and I will do as I see in the future as God 
gives me the right to see, and to never let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. at the Huntington-Shera- 
ton Hotel. As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Fountain Valley, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Fountain Valley 
Recreation Center. October 24, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Duke, or John Wayne— 
we love you however we use the name—Congressman 
Chuck Wiggins, our fine congressional candidates, Bob 
Badham, Jim Combes, Dan Lungren, Glenn Ford, Ed 
Nelson, this wonderful group of singers, we really appre- 
ciate the talent and the contribution. Thank you very, very 
much. 

And then it is a great privilege for an old “has-been” 
athlete to have on the platform here with us Steve Gar- 
vey, Andy Etchebarren, Don Sutton. I thank you all very, 
very much, 

I am especially honored, it is really a rare privilege to 
come to California and to see such a tremendous turnout. 
And one of the highlights of this campaign—and I can say 
it without any hesitation or qualification—is to have Duke 
do the honors of introducing me and giving me an oppor- 
tunity to say to all of you and to the many, many millions 
of people here in California what I believe in and where 
I stand. 

It has been wonderful to come back to California. As I 
said in Kansas City, I do not concede a single State or a 
single vote. I believe that the American people in all 50 
States want straight talk. They don’t want their candidate 
for the Presidency to promise more than he can deliver, 
but they want him to deliver everything that he promises. 

Since Kansas City, I have come to this great State on 
two occasions, Betty has been here several times, and 
three of our children have visited various parts of this 
State. You have given us, as a family, a warm and en- 
thusiastic reception. But let me reciprocate by saying we 
admire you, we love you, and we thank you. 

I have a feeling, after being here, that the Ford-Dole 
ticket will carry California on November 2. And while I 
am here, let me extend to all of you a very special invita- 
tion: Come to Washington next January 20 and help us 
inaugurate the Jerry Ford-Bob Dole ticket for the next 
4 years. 

You know where I stand. I stand for limited govern- 
ment, for fiscal responsibility, for rising prosperity, for 
lower taxes, for military strength, and peace throughout 
the world. Not a single young American is fighting and 
dying on foreign soil today, and we are going to keep it 
that way. 

After so many, many years in which Americ.’s defen- 
sive needs were shortchanged by the Congress, I proposed 
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the two largest defense outlays in America’s history. And 
I convinced the Congress during this last session that they 
have been playing with fire and that if we were going to 
keep the peace that we had, that they could not go through 
the routine that they followed in the past. And they went 
along with the kind of defense spending that I proposed, 
the kind that means we not only have security today but 
we will have it in the years ahead. And let me say, the 
next Congress, under the Ford-Dole administration, will 
have to keep the same commitment to the American 
people. 

Let me add parenthetically, my opponent in this cam- 
paign—and I say this with some sadness—has proposed 
a defense cut of at least $5-to-$7 billion. That kind of 
defense cut would require troop withdrawals from stra- 
tegic outposts overseas, delay or cancel many of our new, 
advanced weapons systems, such as the B—1 bomber, a 
slowdown in our ship construction program, or some de- 
gree of damage in all of these areas, which means closing 
defense plants and military bases right here in the United 
States and quite possibly in this great State of California. 

You don’t want that, neither do I, because America 
must be strong if we are to be the leader, if we are to main- 
tain the peace, if we are to repel aggression, if we are to 
deter those who would destroy our kind of society. 

I pledge to you that in the next 4 years we will keep our 
defenses strong and we will keep the peace and freedom 
that is so dear to all of us. 

After so many years of runaway growth in Federal 
spending, with the Federal budget escalating much too 
rapidly, I submitted a budget for this current fiscal year 
which cut the rate of growth in Federal spending by 50 
percent. I have held the line on Government spending 
with 66 vetoes and saved the hard-pressed American tax- 
payers more than $8 billion. 

And let me look each of you, as a family, right in the 
eye—those 66 vetoes have saved each family approxi- 
mately $200. That is progress, and we will continue that 
progress in the future. 

Because I have had the will and the courage and some- 
times a little toughness, because I have been able to say 
no to excessive spending, we will have a balanced budget 
submitted in 1978. But more importantly, as we cut the 
rate of growth of Federal spending, as we restrain the 
kind of spending that is uneconomical, nonproductive, as 
we accomplish that, I promise to you that we will have 
another tax reduction at the Federal level. 

But let me tell you where we are going to have that 
tax reduction. We are going to give that tax reduction 
to the middle-income taxpayer, who over the years has 
been shortchanged by the Congress. The middle-income 
taxpayer deserves a break and Jerry Ford will see to it 
that you get it. The way to do it was the way I proposed 
in January—to increase the personal exemption from 
$750 to $1,000 per person. 


Let me illustrate what that means to the head of the 
household who next January makes out his income tax 
return. If he has a family of three children, himself and 
his wife, that means that that taxpayer will get an addi- 
tional $1,250 in exemption. That is meaningful. The Con. 
gress didn’t do it this year, but next year I am going to 
keep the pressure on that Congress. If they don’t do it 
next year, we will keep the pressure on them the next 
year, and if they don’t do it then, you take them and you 
lick them in the polls in 1978. 

Now, after so many years of uncontrolled inflation, we 
have cut inflation by half in the past 2 years, and I pledge 
to you that we will do even better under the Ford-Dole 
administration. After the worst recession in 40 years, it 
wasn’t pleasant. You know we were in a troubled time. 
We have added 4 million jobs to the American economy 
in the last 2 years—not by creating dead-end jobs at the 
taxpayers’ expense but by stimulating jobs with a future 
in a private economy where five out of those six jobs exist 
in our society. 

Too many people are out of work, I admit. We are not 
satisfied with the progress that we have made, but more 
Americans were working, were on the job in 1976 than 
ever before in the history of the United States. That is a 
tremendous comeback from where we were just a year 
and a half ago. That is progress. 


America has made incredible progress in the last 2 
years, and you and you and millions like you—wonderful 
Americans—ought to be proud of what we have done. | 
am and you are, but we are going to do better. 

After suffering a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years 
ago, America has had faith restored in the White House. 
My administration has been open, candid, straight- 
forward. We have talked straight from the shoulder, and 
we will keep it that way for the next 4 years. 


As I told the Southern Baptist Convention in Norfolk, 
Virginia earlier this year, I firmly believe that private 
morality and public service can and must go hand in hand. 
And this is what we have done, and this is what we will do. 

But what I have mentioned so far is only a part of the 
record of the Ford administration in the past 2 years. 
Farm exports and farm income are at an alltime high. 
A major effort is already underway to cut and slash the 
redtape in Federal bureaucracy. We are working for peace 
and justice in the Middle East, and throughout the world, 
and America is respected and trusted. 


In every field America is on the move, on the march. 
We have made a tremendous, unbelievable comeback in 
the past 2 years. And I pledge to you the next 4 will be 
even better. You can believe me when I say with convic- 
tion that America is sound, America is secure. This Nation 
is on its way to a better quality of life, and this administra- 
tion has earned the trust of the American people for the 
next 4 years. : 
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My record is one of progress, not platitudes; pe: form- 
ance, not promises. We do not need a government to do 
everything for us or to tell us everything we can or can- 
not do. America is different. We should never forget that 
agovernment big enough to give us everything we want 
isa government big enough to take from us everything we 
have. 

We have a great talent, a great reservoir of industry and 
ability in this great country, and it is not all concentrated 
on the banks of the Potomac. Just this week—let me as 
an illustration point out to you—America made a clean 
sweep of the Nobel Prizes in economics, chemistry, physics, 
medicine, and literature. This is the first time in American 
history that a single country has been the home of all of 
these great awards. We should be proud. Because of these 
accomplishments of great Americans, I am proud to be a 
citizen of the United States, and as I look around this 
great crowd, I know that each and every one of you are 
just as proud as I am of America. 

We have had our problems. In the last 2 years we have 
come a long, long way. At home and abroad we are put- 
ting away our old differences, we are putting aside our old 
problems, we are healing our wounds. There is an old 
saying that used to be common in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I think it is apropos: “We can disagree in 
America without being disagreeable.” That is the kind of 
healing, that is the kind of feeling that we want in this 
country so that we can march together for a better Amer- 
ica for ourselves but, more importantly, for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

This record of 2 years is a record that I am proud of, 
arecord the people of California and the concerned citi- 
zens. throughout America—Democrats, Independents, 
and Republicans—will support on November 2. 

Give me your mandate, and we will reduce the growth 
of government still more. Give me your mandate, and we 
will insure the integrity of the social security system; we 
will improve the medicare so that our older citizens can 
enjoy the health and happiness that they have earned. 
There is no reason why our older citizens should have to go 
broke just to get well. 

Give me your mandate and we will make sure that this 
rich Nation does not neglect its citizens who are less for- 
tunate than ourselves but provide for their needs with 
compassion and with dignity. Give me your mandate, and 
we will create a tax structure that is fair to all, that will 
preserve the family, the family business, the family farm, 
that will give business in America the tax incentives that 
build new plants, to modernize the old ones, and to create 
million and millions of more jobs for the American work- 
ing man. 

Give me your mandate and we will expand the recrea- 
tional opportunities and restore the healthy environment 
of this country as our legacy for those generations to 


follow. Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation 
on the path of peace through strength, and we will live in 
peace and in freedom in the United States of America. 
I have no fear whatsoever for this country, for America, 
for the future is a friend. As we go forward together, I 
promise you once more—as I have promised you before— 
to uphold the Constitution, to do what is right, as God 
gives me to see the right, and to do the very best that I can 
for America. God helping me, I won’t let you down. 
Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 


La Mesa, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Grossmont Shopping 
Center. October 24, 1976 


Congressman Bob Wilson, Mayor Pete Wilson, Congress- 
man Clair Burgener, Mayor Fordem, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentleman: 

Let me thank this wonderful group of entercainers, 
superb performers, celebrities: Peter Graves, thank you 
very much; Hugh O’Brien, thank you; Zsa Zsa, we love 
you; Lance Alworth, thank you; Rod McKuen; and 
those super singers, Serendipity Singers; and the chicken, 
I love it. [Laughter] And then we have four wonderful 
bands—the Helix, Grossmont, Mt. Miguel, and El] Cajon. 
Thank you all very much. 

But now I brought with me two super people who 
were on a program with me this afternoon, which was 
shown all over the State of California. They are known 
to all of you. First, is Joe Garagiola; and then one of the 
finest Members of Congress that I have ever known, a 
tough adversary—when she was with you, you couldn’t 
lose—supporting me, Edith Green of Oregon. 

What a treat to be in San Diego and its wonderful 
surrounding communities. I love you, and thank you very, 
very much. 

As I said in Kansas City, I won’t concede a single 
State; I won’t concede a single vote. The Ford-Dole 
ticket, as I see California today, will win in California, 
and thank you very, very much. Let me extend to all of 
you a wonderful invitation, a very special invitation: 
Come to Washington next January for the inauguration 
of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

You know where I stand. I stand on your side for 
limited government, for fiscal responsibility, for rising 
prosperity, for lower taxes, for military strength, for 
peace in the world, and I say with pride, not a single 
young American is fighting or dying on any foreign soil 
tonight, and we will keep it that way. 
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After so many years in which America’s defensive needs 
were shortchanged, I proposed the last 2 years the two 
biggest defense budgets in the history of the United States. 
I convinced the Congress in 1976 that they should stop 
slashing, stop cutting, stop gutting the defense appropri- 
ation. And the net result is today, America today and 
America in the future will be number one, and we are 
going to keep it that way. 

But let me add parenthetically, my opponent in this 
campaign has promised defense cuts of at least $5-to-$7 
billion. What does that mean? That kind of defense cut 
would require troop withdrawals from many strategic 
outposts around the world. It would delay or cancel our 
advance new weapons systems like the B-1 bomber. It 
would slow down our ship construction program. It would 
do serious damage in some of our other research and 
development programs. It might be just closing defense 
plants throughout the United States, including some 
right here in the great State of California. We aren’t going 
to let that happen. America must stay number one. 

After so many years of runaway inflation, runaway 
growth in the Federal budget, I submitted a budget for 
the third fiscal year which will cut the rate of growth 
in Federal spending by 50 percent. I have held the line 
on Government spending with 66 vetoes and saved you, 
the hard-pressed American taxpayer, $9 billion. And each 
family in this country has been saved $200 by those tough 
vetoes, and we are going to have more and more if the 
next Congress is as bad as this Congress. Because I said 
no on these 66 bills, we will be able to submit a balanced 
budget to the American people and to the next Congress 
in 1978. And we will have another tax reduction, in 
addition. 

My idea of tax reform is tax reduction. I proposed, 
for example, raising your personal exemption from $750 
to $1,000. The middle-income taxpayer in this country has 
been shortchanged, and we are going to change it in the 
next Congress. 

The other day I was out to a factory talking to some 
hard-working people who put in their 8 hours a day, who 
work hard, pay their taxes, and they asked me about tax 
reduction. I said, “How many children do you have in 
your family?” He said three. He has five exemptions. I 
said that if the tax reduction that I proposed goes 
through—and we are going to get it next time—it would 
mean that you, when you fill out your income tax return, 
will be able to take a $1,250 more tax exemption in your 
next tax return. That helps the middle-income taxpayer, 
and that is what we are going to get. 

After so many years of uncontrolled inflation, I am 
proud to say that we have cut inflation by 50 percent 
in the past 2 years, and I pledge to you we will do better 
in the next 4 years. After the worst recession in 40 years, 
we have added 4 million new jobs in the American econ- 
omy, not by creating dead-end jobs for those that want to 


work, jobs created at the taxpayers’ expense, but by stimu- 
lating jobs with a future in the private economy where 
five out of those six jobs exist today. 

Too many people are out of work, I recognize that. We 
are not satisfied with the progress we have made, but more 
Americans were on the job in 1976 than ever before in 
the history of this great country—nearly 88 million 
people—and that is a tremendous comeback from where 
we were just a year and a half ago. 

After suffering—and I say this with sadness—after 
suffering a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years ago, 
America has had its faith restored in the White House. 
My administration has been open, candid, straightfor- 
ward, and we will keep it that way for the next 4 years. 

In every field America is on the move, on the march. 
We have made an incredible comeback in the past 2 years, 
and we are not through yet. You can believe me when I 
say—I say it from my heart—America, this Nation, is 
sound, this Nation is secure, this Nation is on the way toa 
better quality of life, and this administration has earned 
the trust of the American people for the next 4 years. 

My record is one of progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance, not promises. We don’t need a government to do 
everything for us or tell us everything we can or cannot 
do. As I travel around this great country, I find we have 
a great reservoir of talent and industry in America, and it 
is not all concentrated, believe me, on the banks of the 
Potomac. Don’t ever believe that. 

Jimmy Carter has indicated—Jimmy Carter has told 
the American people that the United States is not re- 
spected anymore. This week America made a clean sweep 
of the Nobel Prizes for economics, chemistry, physics, 
medicine, and literature. This is the first time in history 
that a single country has brought home all of these win- 
ners. That doesn’t sound like a second-rate nation to me. 

As I stand before this fantastic crowd of wonderful 
people from this part of California, I say from the bottom 
of my heart I am proud to be an American, I am proud 
of all of you, and we are proud of America. 

We have our problems, but in the past 2 years we have 
come a long, long way. At home and abroad, we are 
putting all of our differences aside. We are putting our 
old problems behind us, and we are healing the wounds. 
There is an old saying among many of us, “You can dis- 
agree without being disagreeable.” And America is united; 
we are healed; we are on our way. Let’s keep going. 

As I look back over these troubled 2 years, it is a record 
that I think all of us can share. It is a record that I am 
proud of, a record for the people of California and con- 
cerned citizens throughout America—Democrats, Inde- 
pendents, and Republicans. I think it is a record you will 
support and the people in 49 other States will support 
November 2. 

Give me your mandate and we will reduce the growth 
of government in the next 4 years. Give me your mandate 
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and we will ensure the integrity of the social security sys- 
tem; we will improve medicare so that our older citizens 
can enjoy the health and the happiness that they have 
worked so hard and so richly earned. There is no reason 
that they should have to go broke just to get well. 

Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family home, 
the family business, the family farm, that will give us 
business tax incentives to build new plants, to modernize 
old ones, and to create more jobs. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation on a 
path of peace through strength, and we will live in peace 
and freedom in the United States of America. 

I have no fear for the future of this country. For 
America, the future is a friend. And as we go forward 
together, I promise you once more—as I promised you 
before—to uphold the Constitution, to do what is right 
as God gives me to see the right, and to do the very best 
that I can for our beloved America. God helping me, I 
will not let you down. 

Thank you and good night. 


note: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks With Reporters at the 
Westgate Plaza Hotel. October 24, 1976 


ReporTER. How do you feel about your San Diego re- 
ception? 

THE Presivenr. I think that the reception here tonight 
is one of the finest, if not the best. And I want to thank 
everybody tonight that is here—35,000 to 40,000 people 
on a Sunday night, and the warmth and the friendliness 
and the enthusiasm—well, I will sleep better. It convinces 
me we are going to carry California. 

Q. How do you feel about the race now? 

Tue Presment. I think we will surprise some people. 
I am confident. I think we will come out on top on No- 
vember 2. 

Q. What do you intend to emphasi: - in this final week 
of blitz? 

Tue PreswenT. Trust, peace, and prosperity. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

REporTER. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. As printed above, this item 
follows the text of the White House press release. 


Radio Address on Inflation 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over the 
Mu.ual Radio Network. October 25, 1976 


Today, I'd like to talk a little common sense on in- 
flation. 

Inflation should really be seen as a tax. It cuts into your 
paycheck or your savings just as surely as writing out your 
income tax check. And make no mistake about it, infla- 
tion is caused by government. 

Two years ago when I became President, the inflation 
rate was 12 percent—the cost of everything was going up 
12 cents on the dollar each year. Today the rate of 
inflation is down to less than 6 percent—that’s a lot bet- 
ter. But obviously we must keep right on working at it. 

What’s important in this election is to understand what 
we ve been doing right to bring inflation down—and what 
we must avoid if we are to continue making progress. 

In the past 2 years, our policies have worked to bring 
inflation down for three reasons: 

—First, excess Government spending had to be brought 
under control. So I have vetoed congressional bills 66 
times. An argument could have been made for signing 
every one of those bills. But if inflation was going to be 
licked, we had to have the courage to draw the line on 
spending. I did it. And I’m going to keep on doing it, be- 
cause I don’t believe the American people should be taxed 
anymore—and inflation is just another high tax. 

—Second, while fighting inflation we had to do every- 
thing we could to reduce unemployment. So, while infla- 
tion has been cut in half, we’ve also helped create 4 mil- 
lion new jobs in America in 17 months—and that’s a 
peacetime record. And we’ve maintained essential Gov- 
ernment services in our cities, and for our schools—and, 
most important, for our national defense. We’ve even had 
some tax cuts, and we can have more if we stick to the 
course we're on. 

—Finally, we’ve recognized the reality that inflation 
cannot be ended overnight. For a decade in America 
we've had a series of sudden changes in our economic 
policy. And every time there was not immediate success, 
we've rushed to a new approach. Well, we’ve been on a 
steady and stable course for 2 years now—and it’s work- 
ing. I think it would be a serious mistake to change that 
course. 

America will lose the battle if spending goes up too 
fast or if inexperienced hands take over our economic 
policy and send us charging off in a whole new direction. 

America is back at peace again. There’s honor in your 
White House again. Four million new jobs in 17 months. 
And inflation cut in half. 
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Things are getting better. That’s why we're feeling 
good about America. We know we still have a lot of work 
in front of us. But we remember where we’ve been, and 
we know how far we’ve come. 

We've all fought the battle against inflation. We know 
that the enemies are Government spending and drastic 
changes in policy. Let’s stay on our steady course. 

With it we can welcome America’s third century with 
a new generation of freedom in which Government con- 
trols its excesses, its taxes, its spending to let you enjoy 
the fruits of your own hard work. I think that is what free- 
dom is all about. 


NoTEe: The text of the remarks was released at San Diego, Calif. 


Federal Pay Increases 


Executive Order 11943. October 25, 1976 


AMENDMENT OF ADJUSTMENTS OF CERTAIN RATES OF 
Pay AND ALLOWANCES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States of America, in order to correct a typo- 
graphical error, it is hereby ordered that the adjusted 
maximum scale of pay in the Section 4103 Schedule for 
Director of Nursing Service, as set forth in Schedule 3 of 
Executive Order No. 11941 of October 1, 1976, is 
amended by changing “2,611*” to read “52,611*”. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 

October 25, 1976. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:51 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11943 was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Northern Mariana Islands 


Executive Order 11944. October 25, 1976 


AUTHORIZING DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO THE 
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Act of 
June 30, 1954, as amended (48 U.S.C. 1681), and as 
President of the United States of America, Section 2 of 
Executive Order No. 11021 of May 7, 1962, is amended 
by deleting the period at the end of Section 2 and by add- 
ing the following: 


“ce 


, except that the Secretary may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, delegate to the Secretary 
of the Treasury so much of this authority as is necessary 
to effectuate the purposes of Section 606(a) of the Cove. 
nant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern Mari- 
ana Islands in Political Union with the United States 
of America (Public Law 94—241, 90 Stat. 263, 48 U.S.C, 
1681 note), which authority is to be exercised in such 
manner as shall be agreed upon by the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Secretary of the Treasury.”. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 25, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:52 am, 
October 27, 1976] 


Physical Fitness and Sports 


Executive Order 11945. October 25, 1976 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and statutes of the United States of America, and 
as President of the United States of America, Executive 
Order No. 11562, as amended, is further amended as 
follows: 


SEcTION 1. Section | is amended to read: 


“Section 1. Program for physical fitness and sports. The 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare (herein- 
after referred to as “the Secretary”), shall, in carrying 
out his responsibilities in relation to education and public 
health, develop and coordinate a national program for 
physical fitness and sports. The Secretary shall : 


“(a) Enlist the active support and assistance of indi- 
vidual citizens, civic groups, professional associations, 
amateur and professional sports groups, private enter- 
prise, voluntary organizations and others in efforts to pro- 
mote and improve the health of all Americans through 
regular participation in physical fitness and _ sports 
activities ; 

“*(b) initiate programs to inform the general public of 
the importance of exercise and the link which exists be- 
tween regular physical activity and such qualities as good 
health and effective performance; 

“(c) strengthen coordination of Federal services and 
programs relating to physical fitness and sports partici- 
pation ; 

“(d) encourage State and local governments to empha- 
size the importance of regular physical fitness and sports 
participation ; 

“(e) seek to advance the physical fitness of children, 
youth, adults and senior citizens by systematically encour- 
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aging the development of community recreation, physical 
fitness and sports participation programs; 

“(f) develop cooperative programs with medical, den- 
tal, and other similar professional societies to encourage 
the implementation of sound physical fitness practices; 

“(g) stimulate and encourage research in the areas of 
physical fitness and sports performances; 

“(h) assist educational agencies at all levels in de- 
veloping high-quality, innovative health and physical 
education programs which emphasize the importance of 
exercise to good health; 

“(i) assist business, industry, government and iabor 
organizations in establishing sound physical fitness pro- 
grams to elevate employee health and to reduce the fi- 
nancial and human costs resulting from physical in- 
activity.”’. 

Sec. 2. The following new subsection is added to Sec- 
tion 5: 

“(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other 
Executive order, the functions of the President under the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 1), ex- 
cept that of reporting annually to the Congress, which 
are applicable to the Council established by this Order, 
shall be performed by the Secretary in accordance with 
guidelines and procedures established by the Office of 
Management and Budget.”’. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 25, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:53 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


White House Fellowships 


Executive Order 11946. October 25, 1976 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and statutes of the United States of America, and 
as President of the United States of America, Executive 
Order No. 11183 of October 3, 1964, as amended, is 
hereby further amended as follows: 

Section 1. Paragraph (5) of subsection 2(b) is 
amended to read: 


“(5) Are not, on the date on which they apply or at 
any time between the date of application and the begin- 
ning of service as a White House Fellow, employed in, 
or receiving any salary or wage as compensation for, the 
performance of a Federal function under authority of 
law or Executive act; except that, this exclusion shall 
hot apply to regular members of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard, nor shall it apply 
to a “special Government employee” as defined in Sec- 


tion 202 of Title 18 of the United States Code, nor shall 
it apply to an independent contractor or employee there- 
of.”’. 

Sec. 2. Section 3 is amended to read: 

“Sec. 3. White House Fellows. White House Fellows 
will be appointed to serve for 12 months, beginning on 
September 1 of the year in which they are selected, and 
shall be assigned to serve on the White House staff, in 
the Executive Office of the President, in the office of 
the Vice President, in the offices of members of the Cabi- 
net, or in the offices of such other Executive Branch offi- 
cials as shall, from time to time, be designated by the 
President and the Commission.”’. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 25, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:54 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


American Education Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4471. October 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

One of our Nation’s greatest gifts to its children is the 
right to free public education through the high school 
years. No country on earth offers at public expense so ex- 
tended an education to so many young people without 
regard to their social or economic background and regard- 
less of their race, creed, color and sex. 

The quality of our education system is still improving 
steadily. As just one indication of this, the National Assess- 
ment of Educational Progress shows that children in the 
elementary grades are reading significantly better than 
they did five years ago. Federal aid programs are helping 
disadvantaged, bilingual, and handicapped children gain 
equal access to education’s mainstream, thus offering all 
students the benefits of education’s progress. 

Beyond high school, our many fine colleges, universities, 
and occupational schools give young people the opportu- 
nity to prepare for virtually any career and to fulfill almost 
any desire for self-enrichment. Federal grants and loans, 
along with State and private aid, ease the financial burden 
of education: after high school to an extent never before 
enjoyed by our Nation’s youth. 

People of all ages are taking advantage of their many 
higher education options. A decade ago the average Amer- 
ican had a high school education. Today the average 
American has some postsecondary experience. 

We may be justifiably proud of our achievements in edu- 
cation while still recognizing that our schools and colleges 
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face problems. Some school districts and colleges are ex- 
periencing financial difficulties. Some are plagued by van- 
dalism and violence that disrupt the learning environment 
and cost taxpayers more than a half-billion dollars a year. 
Some are re-evaluating their mission in response to the de- 
mand for greater emphasis on basic learning skills and 
career training. 

Our education system is resilient and responds posi- 
tively to challenge. I am confident that it will continue to 
be responsive to the needs and aspirations of all Americans. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning November 14, 1976, as American Edu- 
cation Week. 

In Wrrness WuereEor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:46 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


National Farm-City Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4472. October 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

As we near the end of our Bicentennial year, we have 
good cause to once again give thanks for the unique pro- 
ductivity of our farms and cities. While we are a nation 
of individuals—farmers and ranchers, and townspeople— 
we all work closely together to operate our economic and 
governmental systems. 

Our independence as a country for two centuries has 
been successful because our citizens have been successful 
working together. This is nowhere more apparent than 
in the continuing development of our agricultural and 
urban areas. Our farmers and ranchers are the greatest 
producers of food in the world. They do this through 
the help of the goods and services produced by those who 
have moved from farms to the cities. 


It is clear that this continuing interdependence between 
farm and city should be more fully understood by all 
citizens, for it is through this partnership that the country 
may achieve new abundance and prosperity in the future. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the period 
November 19 through November 25, 1976, as National 
Farm-City Week. 

I request that interested individuals in all pursuits join 
with agricultural organizations, business and labor groups, 
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youth and community groups, schools, and others to focys 
attention upon the interrelationships which exist between 
individuals and their labors in our economic system. 

I urge the Department of Agriculture, educational 
institutions and all organizations and governmental agen. 
cies and officials to mark the significance of Nationa 
Farm-City Week with special study, public meetings, ex. 
hibits and other appropriate activity in the public interest, 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first, 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:47 am, 
October 27, 1976] 


National Family Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4473. October 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Preciamation 

The success of our American experiment in self- 
government depends upon the unique character of the 
American spirit—a spirit that is nurtured, taught by 
example, and lived by experience within the vital frame- 
work of the American family. 

It is in our families that we learn, develop and prac- 
tice those attitudes and concepts of right and wrong, of 
fairness, of charity, and love of country. Neither schools 
nor the institutions of government can ever replace the 
American family in the development of responsible and 
caring individuals. — 

Since we believe that every child has the right to grow 
up in a secure, loving family and that this experience 
lays the foundation for a happy, productive adulthood, 
we commend the growing numbers of Americans who 
are building families through adoption. By this means, 
thousands of children of all ages, backgrounds and with 
various special needs have been able to reap the benefits 
of permanent family membership. 

It is within that family circle that each child learns 
the most important of life’s lessons: from parent, love 
and respect; from grandparents and other elder relatives, 
wisdom and tolerance. These family experiences nurture 
our sense of community with others. 

In deprivation and abundance, in turmoil and trat- 
quility, Americans have reached out for their destiny 
from the constant sanctuary of family life. 

In recognition of this fundamental role of the family 
in the development and continued vitality of our Ne 
tion, the Congress has requested that the week of Thanks 
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giving in 1976 be designated as National Family Week 
(Public Law 94-270, 90 Stat. 372). 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning on November 21, 1976, as National 
Family Week. I invite the Governors of the several States 
and the chief officials of local governments to observe Na- 
tional Family Week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

I urge all Americans to observe this week by sharing 
with their families and friends an expression of the bonds 
between them and a common acknowledgement that 
through the extended relationships of the family, we will 
improve the quality of our lives and increase our Na- 
tion’s store of peace, progress, happiness, and individual 
liberty. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
first. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:48 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


Thanksgiving Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4474. October 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Traditionally, Americans have set aside a special day 
to express their gratitude to the Almighty for the bless- 
ings of liberty, peace and plenty that have been bestowed 
upon a grateful Nation. 

The early settlers of this land possessed an unconquer- 
able spirit and a reliance on Divine Providence that re- 
mains a part of the American character. That reliance, 
coupled with a belief in ourselves and a love of individual 
freedom, has brought this Nation through two centuries 
of progress and kept us strong. 

As we cross the threshold into our third century as a 
sovereign and independent Nation, it is especially appro- 
priate that we reaffirm our trust in Him and express our 
gratitude for the unity, freedom and renewed sensé of 
national pride we enjoy today. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, in accord with Section 
6103 of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby pro- 
claim Thursday, November 25, 1976, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. I call upon all Americans to join on that 
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day with their friends and families in homes and places 
of worship throughout the land to offer thanks for the 
blessings we enjoy. 

Let each of us resolve this Thanksgiving Day to make 
the coming year one in which our every deed will reflect 
our constant gratitude to God. Let us set a standard of 
honor, justice, and charity against which all the years of 
our third century may be measured. 

Let us make this Thanksgiving a truly special one. 

In Wirness WuHerEorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:49 a.m., 
October 27, 1976] 


Wright Brothers Day, 1976 


Proclamation 4475. October 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On December 17, 1903, near Kitty Hawk, North Caro- 
lina, two brothers, Orville and Wilbur Wright, revolution- 
ized transportation when they made the first successful 
flight in a heavier-than-air, powered aircraft. On that 
memorable day, 73 years ago, those two Americans laid 
the foundation for modern aviation. The phenomenal 
advances in aviation and space technology since that first 
successful adventure are now portrayed in the new Na- 
tional Air and Space Museum in our Nation’s Capital. 

It is particularly fitting to recognize, in this year of our 
Nation’s Bicentennial, the determination and ingenuity 
displayed by the Wright brothers during the years of ex- 
perimentation in developing their airplane. These traits 
are symbolic of the American spirit and of the American 
commitment to make this a better world. 

To commemorate the historic achievements of the 
Wright brothers, the Congress, by a joint resolution of 
December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402, 36 U.S.C. 169), desig- 
nated the seventeenth day of December of each year as 
Wright Brothers Day and requested the President to issue 
annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United 
States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby call upon the 
people of this Nation, and their local and national govern- 
ment officials, to observe Wright Brothers Day, Decem- 
ber 17, 1976, with appropriate ceremonies and activities, 
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both to recall the accomplishments of the Wright brothers 
and to provide a stimulus to aviation in this country and 
throughout the world. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
first. 

Gera_p R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register. 10:50 a.m.. 
October 27, 1976] 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks Announcing the 
Establishment of the Southwest Border Economic 
Region. October 25, 1976 


I have an announcement this morning before taking off 
for Washington and Oregon. 

I am pleased to announce that the Secretary of Com- 
merce will designate 36 counties along our border with 
Mexico—in California, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Texas—as the Southwest Border Economic Region. This 
region is being established in a response to a request by 
Governor Brown, together with the Governors of New 
Mexico, Arizona, and Texas. 

The request has been analyzed by the Department of 
Commerce, which has recommended establishment of this 
development region to me. I am convinced that orga- 
nization of a regional commission, as authorized by an 
amendment to the Public Works and Economic Develop- 
ment Act, passed in 1975, will make a major contribu- 
tion to promoting economic development in the border 
counties. 

California counties to be included in this development 
region are San Diego, Riverside, and Imperial. As an eco- 
nomic development region, the Southwest border area 
will become eligible for Federal assistance in organizing 
projects to develop local economic resources. This ties in 
with my personal philosophy that the proper role of the 
Federal Government is to help regions and communities 
work out solutions on their own problems. 

Thank you very much. We have enjoyed it here. It is 
a wonderful part of California and, of course, we love 
California. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:32 a.m. upon his departure from 


Lindbergh Field. As printed above, his remarks follow the text of 
the White House press release. 


Seattle, Washington 


The President’s Remarks at the King County 
International Airport. October 25, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Dan. It is wonderful to be 
in Seattle, the great State of Washington, and we are de. 
lighted to come in on one of those great planes made 
right here in the Boeing plant. It is good, safe, very com- 
fortable, and we thank you for it very, very much. 

But I would also like to express my appreciation for 
Joel Pritchard being here and the other fine State of. 
ficials who have participated in this warm welcome. And 
I, of course, am deeply grateful for Mr. Wilson being 
here and have the opportunity to see so many of the 
Boeing employees. 

I can recall vividly, on several occasions in past years, 
I came out and had a chance to go through your plant, 
meet many of your fellow employees personally. You 
should be proud of what you do. We are very proud of 
your contributions. 

I have a couple of special guests that I would like to 
introduce to you. First is former Congresswoman Edith 
Green, who is well-known all throughout the Northwest, 
formerly from Oregon as an outstanding representative in 
the House of Representatives. Edith and I served to- 
gether for 19 years in the House of Representatives. She 
was, I think, the most knowledgeable person in education 
and labor management legislation. She was on the other 
side of the aisle. She is heading up the Citizens for Ford 
Committee as a loyal Democrat. Let me say without hesi- 
tation, when she was on your side, we usually won. When 
she was against you, it was tough. But thank you very 
much for being with us. And then there is somebody else 
I think all of you know, my good friend Joe Garagiola. 
Joe is working with us to do a few good television pro- 
grams around the country. We did one in California 
last night. He is terrific, not only in those sporting 
events, but he does a great job helping our cause. Then 
another person you have seen a good many times—Betty 
and I watched Mission Impossible more times than I 
can count—it is a pleasure for me to introduce Peter 
Graves. 

I am especially pleased to be here in Boeing country 
and to thank you for the very warm welcome. This city 
and, of course, this State have long demonstrated a very 
special active interest in protecting your environment. 
One of the major threats to our environment is noise 
pollution. We must reduce the noise pollution around 
American airports and bring quiet to the skies through- 
out our country. We must free aviation from arbitrary 
and unnecessary restrictions and regulations so that the 
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airlines themselves can pay the cost of quieting aircraft 
noise. 

We should create an economic climate which will 
stimulate valuable and lasting jobs in our aircraft indus- 
try. 1 know how important this is to the city of Seattle, 
which has long been a leader in military and commercial 
aircraft. 

I have directed the Secretary of Transportation to 
instruct the Administrator of FAA to extend its noise 
standards to all domestic U.S. commercial aircraft to 
become effective January 1, 1977, and to be phased in 
over an 8-year period. I am also directing the Secretary 
of State to initiate negotiations with the International 
Civil Aviation Conference to reach agreement on noise 
standards for all international aircraft flying into the 
United States. And I am putting the Congress on notice 
that I will not accept its failure to act on aviation regu- 
latory reform. Congress must adopt the airline regulatory 
measure that I proposed in 1975. Passage of this legisla- 
tion will mean lower air fares, a stronger aviation indus- 
try, which is more able to pay for new, quieter aircraft, 
and jobs for our aerospace workers—and we didn’t plan 
that plane flying over. [Laughter] 

I want the Members of Congress on both sides of the 
political aisle to know that aviation regulatory reform 
will be on their doorstep when they come back in Janu- 
ary. Congress must act within 90 days after the new ses- 
sion opens on January 3, 1977. With congressional action, 
we can make certain that US. airlines will meet noise 
standards and, at the same time, continue to be a healthy 
and competitive industry serving some 200 million 
Americans. 

I have directed the Secretary of Transportation to 
schedule open public hearings before the end of this year, 
to consider whether financing provisions may be necessary 
to ensure that the air carriers can meet those noise require- 
ments, The Secretary will consider and will evaluate the 
financial conditions as well as the needs of the airline 
industry, the costs of meeting the new noise standards, 
and alternative sources of funds to pay these costs. And I 
am directing the Secretary of Transportation to report his 
findings to me by March 3, 1977. 

Solving the airport noise problem—and it is a serious 
problem in 26 airports throughout the United States, 
affecting some 6 million people who live in the vicinity 
of these airports—it is an environmental imperative that 
we make progress in this area. In solving this problem, we 
will bring into service a fleet of quiet, new aircraft that 
will result in up to a 30-percent saving in fuel, lower 
Operating costs, lower fares, and less air pollution from 
older aircraft. 

Replacing the older planes will also strengthen our air- 
craft industry, which is absolutely vital to our world 
leadership in economic trade and our national defense. 


And in building these new aircraft, we will create almost 
a quarter of a million of useful, productive jobs for 
Americans. 

The best way to make sure that our aerospace worker: 
have lasting jobs and create new, permanent jobs in the 
aircraft and related industries is to give the free enterprise 
system its best chance to operate. We will do it. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at Boeing Field. Follow- 
ing his remarks, the President visited Todd Shipyards, where he 
toured the shipyards, received a briefing on the Amphibious Assault 
Landing Craft Project, and viewed an exhibit in conjunction with 
the project. 


As printed above, the item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Seattle, Washington 
The President’s Remarks at Pier 57. October 25, 1976 


Tue Presipent. Thank you very, very much, Dan, Joel 
Pritchard. And may I at the very outset introduce a very 
good friend of mine. He is a good friend of yours. You 
have seen a lot of him lately, but you would like to see 
him in person—Joe Garagiola. He can run as well as talk. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Garacio.a. I am not very good at making politi- 
cal speeches. I just believe in people, I believe in President 
Ford and, for the first time in my life, I believe I have 
booked a winner. 

Tue Present. I would also like to express my deep, 
personal appreciation to the master of ceremonies, Peter 
Graves, who went with us in Illinois, who was with us in 
California. Thank you very, very much, Peter. 

In this process, you get some experience on bands. Well, 
let me say that the Bellevue Band, the Greenan Band, and 
the Everett Band—they are all first-class. 

I can’t express deeply enough my appreciation to Dan 
Evans. And when people say he is a Governor’s Governor, 
believe me, that means something to me. I respect his tre- 
mendous job for you, and I am deeply appreciative of his 
personal friendship. Thank you very, very much, Dan. 

I said in Kansas City, in August, a few months ago, that 
we wouldn’t concede a single State and we won’t concede 
a single vote. We haven’t, and we won’t, and that is why 
we are going to win on November 2. 

When I see such a tremendous crowd here on the water- 
front of Seattle, I am absolutely confident with the enthu- 
siasm that you have that we are going to carry the State 
of Washington on November 2, and we will win in this 
election across the country. While I am here in Seattle, let 
me extend a very special invitation for all of you to come 
to Washington, D.C., on January 20, 1977, to be a part of 
the inauguration of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 
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You know where I stand. I stand on your side for lim- 
ited government, for fiscal responsibility, for rising pros- 
perity, for lower taxes, for military strength, for peace in 
the world. And I am proud to stand here in Seattle and say 
not a single young American is fighting and dying on any 
foreign soil today, and we will keep it that way. After so 
many years in which America’s defensive needs were short- 
changed, I proposed the two largest defense outlays in 
America’s history. And that was tough to convince the 
Congress to stop slashing away—in effect, cutting away— 
our military capability. 

The people of Seattle not only understand the impor- 
tance of a strong national defense but you have been doing 
something about it. The Nation is proud of the vital 
role which Seattle and the Boeing Company have played 
in making America the leader in aviation, both civilian 
as well as military. Congratulations. At this moment, the 
Boeing B—52 is the backbone of our strategic bomber force, 
an absolutely indispensable element in preserving peace 
through strength. 


Let me add that my opponent in this campaign, I think 
mistakenly so, has promised a defense cut of at least $5 to 
$6 billion. That kind of defense cut would require troop 
withdrawals from strategic bases overseas; delay or cancel 
advanced weapons systems like the B—1 bomber; a slow- 
down in our ship construction program, which helps to 
keep the peace throughout the world. It would mean clos- 
ing defense plants at military bases right here, possibly— 
not only in the United States as a whole, but the State of 
Washington as well. 


You don’t want that, either. I don’t want it. And we 
will keep our defenses strong in the next 4 years of a Ford 
administration, so we can maintain the peace, deter ag- 
gression, and stand tall and strong with our allies as well as 
facing up to any challenges of our adversaries. That is my 
pledge to you for the next 4 years. 


After so many years of runaway growth in the Federal 
budget, I submitted a budget for this fiscal year which cut 
the rate of growth of Federal spending by one-half. I have 
held the line on Government spending with 66 vetoes and 
saved you, the hard-pressed taxpayers, more than $9 
billion. Let me tell you what that means to an individual 
tax-paying family. Nine billion dollars saved in the Fed- 
eral Treasury—those vetoes saved each American fam- 
ily about $200 in Federal spending in the last 12 to 18 
months. 


Because I have not been afraid to say no to excessive 
spending, we will submit a balanced budget for the Fed- 
eral Government in 1978, and we will have another tax 
reduction for the American taxpayer in the meantime. 
Listen carefully. My idea of tax reform is tax reduction. 
I propose raising your personal income tax exemption 
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from $750 to $1,000. Congress didn’t act on that pro. 
posal. I can’t understand why. 

What would it mean to an individual tax-paying fam. 
ily? I was in a plant the other day. One of the workers 
asked me, “What are you doing about tax reduction?” 
I told him how we wanted to raise the personal income 
tax reduction by $250 per dependent or taxpayer. I said, 
“How many children do you have,” and he said, ““Three— 
a wife, two children and himself.” Under my proposal, 
this would mean that that taxpayer, when he fills out that 
tax return in 1977 or 1978, that he would get $1,250 more 
in a personal exemption. I think that is good tax reform. 

We all know that the middle-income taxpayer has been 
shortchanged in America, and so the Ford proposal for 
tax reform, which is tax reduction, will give the kind of 
tax relief that the middle-income taxpayer needs and 
wants. And if the next Congress won’t do it in 1977 or 
1978, we will go to the American people and we will beat 
those that keep on shortchanging the middle-income tax- 
payer. 

Now, after so many years of uncontrolled inflation, as 
Dan Evans said, we have cut inflation in half in the past 
2 years, and I pledge to you we will do even better in the 
next 4. 

Now, after the worst recession in 40 years—lI didn’t like 
it; you didn’t like it—we have added 4 million jobs in 
the American economy in the past 2 years, not by creating 
deadend, underproductive jobs at the taxpayers’ expense, 
but by stimulating jobs with a future in the private econ- 
omy where five out of the six jobs in America exist today. 

Too many people are out of work. We are not satisfied 
with the progress we have made, but I say with some pride 
that more Americans were on the job in 1976 than ever 
before in the history of the United States, nearly 88 mil- 
lion, and that is a tremendous comeback from where we 
were just 18 months ago. 

After suffering a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years 
ago, America has had its faith restored in the White House 
itself. My administration has been open, candid, straight- 
forward. We call ’em as we see ’em. We talk straight from 
the shoulder, and we will keep it that way for the next 4 
years. 


In every field, America is on the move, on the march. 
We have made an incredible comeback in the past 2 years, 
and we are not through yet. You can believe me when | 
say this Nation is sound, this Nation is secure, this Nation 
is on the way to a better quality of life. 

And this administration has earned the trust of the 
American people for the next 4 years. My record is one 
of progress, not platitudes; performance, not promises. 
We don’t need a Government in Washington to do every- 
thing for us or to tell us everything we can or cannot do. 
As I travel the length and the breadth of America, I find 
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that we have a great reservoir of talent and industry in 
America, and it is not all concentrated on the banks of 
the Potomac. You have it here in Washington and, be- 
lieve me, we have it in 49 other States. 

Jimmy Carter said we are not respected anymore. This 
week, America made a clean sweep of the Nobel Prizes 
for economics, chemistry, physics, medicine, and litera- 
ture. This is the first time in the history of the awarding 
of those prestigious awards that a single country has been 
the home of all these winners. That doesn’t sound like a 
second-rate operation to me. 

I am proud to be a citizen of this great country, just 
like you are. We have had our problems, but in the past 
2 years, we have come a long, long way. At home and 
abroad we are putting our old differences aside; we are 
putting old problems behind us, healing the wounds, the 
anger that existed some 2 years ago. It is a record that I 
am proud to run on, a record the people of Washington 
and concerned citizens throughout the whole United 
States—Democrats, Independents, and Republicans— 
who can and will support this ticket of Jerry Ford and 
Bob Dole on November 2. 

Give me your mandate and we will reduce the growth 
of government even more. 

Give me your mandate and we will insure the integrity 
of the social security system. We will improve medicare 
so that our older citizens can enjoy the health and happi- 
ness that they have so richly earned. There is no reason 
that our older citizens should have to go broke just to get 
well, 

Give me your mandate and we will create a tax system 
that is fair to all, that will preserve the family, the family 
home, the family business, the family farm, that will give 
to business the tax incentives to build new plants, mod- 
ernize old ones, and create more and more jobs through- 
out America. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation on 
the paths of peace through strength, and we will live in 
peace and freedom in the United States of America. 

I have no fear for the future of this great country. The 
future for America is a friend. And as we go forward, I 
promise you once more, as I promised you before, to up- 
hold the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives 
me the right to see the right, and to do the very best that I 
can for America. God helping me, I will not let you 
down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. As printed above, this 
item follows the text of the White House press release. 


1597 
Seattle, Washington 


The President’s Remarks at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital. October 25, 1976 


Governor Dan Evans, Congressman Joel Pritchard, Mr. 
Dolezal, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

There is no greater privilege than to honor America’s 
Medal of Honor recipients on Veterans Day by the plant- 
ing of this symbolic tree planted here in the Pacific North- 
west, where your forests are our national pride. This tree 
is symbolic of an America that stands tall for freedom. I 
am determined to keep faith with our veterans. The plant- 
ing of trees will mean lit: ¢ if we do not preserve the values 
that our heroes have saved. 

One of my last official duties as Vice President, per- 
haps the hardest of all, was to present posthumously 14 
Congressional Medals of Honor to the parents, the 
widows, and the children of America’s fighting men who 
gave their lives in Southeast Asia. It made me even more 
determined when I became President to build the kind 
of an America that they would have wanted for their 
families. 

With their valor, they paid the highest price for the 
Nation’s freedom. We pledge to them, each in our own 
way, our resolve to preserve the freedom they made secure. 

I intend to preserve peace through military strength 
and effective negotiation. America’s good will must never 
be misconstrued as a lack of will. Peace and security re- 
quire preparedness as well as dedication. 

As President and as a veteran of wartime service, I am 
determined that America recognize the veteran as a hu- 
man being and not just a C number to be processed by 
computers. 

Our great veterans hospitals must be the finest that 
medical skill, compassion, and dedication can create. The 
VA medical and nursing care system for the older veteran 
must become a showcase for the entire Nation. We must 
render the best possible service to all vets, regardless of 
age or the wars in which they served. 


To meaningfully commemorate Veterans Day and to 
pay tribute to our Medal of Honor winners, those heroes, 
we must keep America strong in will power, strong in 
character, strong in spiritual values as well as strong in 
national defense. 


The trees we plant here and all across America today 
show our dedication to the values personified by the 
American veteran. I salute all those who we honor here 
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today and ask God’s blessing for them, those who gave so 
much. 

Thank you very, very much, 
NoTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. In his opening remarks, 
he referred to Jerome R. Dolezal, director of the hospital. 


As printed above, the President's remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Portland 
International Airport. October 25, 1976 


Thank you very much, Bob Packwood: 

Really, I feel very humble coming to the great State of 
Oregon and to have the endorsement of Edith Green, the 
endorsement of Mrs. Tom McCall, and the endorsement 
of such a prestigious group as you see on my right. 

I think Oregon is extremely well-served by the two fine 
Senators that it has in Mark Hatfield and Bob Packwood. 
Of course, it was great to see my good friend, Wendell 
Wyatt. 

I am delighted to be here and have an opportunity to 
come back and renew acquaintances in the State of 
Oregon. And I can assure you that in the remaining days 
of this campaign, I will try in a very constructive way to 
point out the significance of this election, the fundamental 
differences that exist, and why, in my judgment, there 
ought to be a selection of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole as our 
leaders for the next 4 years. I can assure you that what we 
have done in the past 2 years will simply be a forerunner 
of the kind of progress I think America can make and will 
make in the first 4 years of our third century. 


Nothing was more inspirational to me than that won- 
derful Fourth of July, when America celebrated its Bicen- 
tennial, I found all over America—and it was reported by 
the news media, I think, with great enthusiasm because it 
showed a change—America was healed, America was on 
the move, and we all look forward to a great opportunity 
to do the things in the next 4 and the next 100 years that 
must be done to make that vision of our forefathers a 
reality. 

So, I thank Edith. She has taken on the leadership with 
two others, George Feldman and Dom DiMaggio, to get 
all the Independents and Democrats who feel, as I do, that 
this country does have an opportunity to do those wonder- 
ful things that our forefathers gave us the opportunity to 
do. I just couldn’t come to Oregon and get a finer display 
of the kind of support that I want, and I thank each and 
every one of them from the bottom of my heart. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:21 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the 
Sheraton-Portland Hotel. October 25, 1976 


Thank you all very, very much for coming out here, | 


_ know that this is a special effort on your part, but it isa 


wonderful welcome for me to come to Oregon, to Port. 
land, and to have the fine support of people like Bob 
Packwood, Mark Hatfield, and of course, my very good 
friend, Edith Green, and Mrs. Tom McCall, and to have 
the demonstration of friendship and support from so many 
of you. 

Let me say that in the remaining 8 days between now 
and November 2, I will be campaigning on the programs 
that have been successful. In the last 2 years—you know 
how tough it was 2 years ago when I became the President 
on August 9, 1974. We had lost trust in the White 
House; we were on the brink of the worst recession in 
40 years; inflation was over 12 percent; and we were 
still involved in the war in Vietnam. 

The American people, working with me, have been 
able to turn this situation around, and we have made in- 
credible progress. We are on the way to a healthy econ- 
omy. Inflation is less than 6 percent; we have 4 million 
new jobs; 88 million people are working in America— 
the highest in the history of the United States. 

We are out of the war in Vietnam, and we have the 
capability to stay at peace. And I am proud to say to 
you, as I say to your fellow Americans, not a single 
young American is fighting and dying on foreign soil 
today, and we are going to keep it that way. 

But the progress we have made in the last 2 years is 
not what we need or want, but it is the foundation from 
which we can build. And in the next 4 years, with your 
support, we can build those things that will give to all of 
us—you in Oregon and all of the 215 million Americans 
in 40 other States—the quality of life that is so essential, 
not only for us but those to follow. And I pledge to 
you that in the next 4 years, we will do better than we 
have done, and you will be proud of America, as I am. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answet 
Session With National Association of Broadcasters 
Members. October 25, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Vince Wasilewski—I have learned 4 
nttle Polish in the last few days—[laughter]—it is great 
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to be back in Oregon with so many good friends, and I 
feel sort of self-conscious after hearing all the wonderful 
comments and endorsements by Edith and the humor cf 

r former Governor Tom McCall and the fine com- 
ments made by Bob Packwood. 

I just want to say to you that it is a great privilege to be 
here in Oregon. And Edith hasn’t asked me for any com- 
ments I might make about the debates, but I have made 
the observation that I think we would be better if Jimmy 
Carter answered the questions and I questioned my 
answers. [Laughter] 

Well, thank you for the invitation to be here and par- 
ticipate in this regional conference. I would greatly prefer 
the opportunity to just respond to your questions. 

I have a brief statement. 

Just one week from tomorrow about 215 million 
Americans, and roughly 150 out of that 215 million have 
an opportunity to vote, tragically, it is indicated that no 
more than 50 percent of those eligible will vote. But I 
hope and trust in the remaining 8 days that through your 
efforts and the efforts of my opponent and myself, we 
can stimulate a greater participation. 

I think it is one of the most crucial campaigns in at 
least my lifetime. The impact that all of you can have in 
stimulating participation can be very significant. Your 
coverage, as far as I have been able to observe, whether 
it is locally or by the networks, has been fair, evenhanded. 

It is also true that there is an abnormal number of 
undecideds. It is my job and that of my opponent to try 
to persuade that very significant element to participate 
and to make a decision. 

I am a little prejudiced as to where I hope they cast 
their final ballot, but it is my job and that of my opponent 
to point out the very fundamental differences that I think 
exist—what he intends to do if he were President both 
domestically and internationally, and what I will do 
following the 2 years that I have had the privilege of being 
your President. 

The American people really in the past, I think, have 
used exceptionally good judgment, and I have great faith 
that in the next 8 days there will be decisions made by 
them that will point the direction in which this country 
goes. 

I hope and trust that I can be persuasive in giving them 
the option that I offer of the kind of programs we have had 
as a foundation for a better America for the next 4 years 
leading into our third century of America’s history. 

With this, I will be very glad to respond to any 
questions. 

Q. My question for you today is, how do you feel the 
broadcasters have treated you during the election 
campaign? 

Tue Present. I say with great sincerity that I feel 
the broadcasters have been fair, evenhanded. I might have 


changed a little story here and there. [Laughter] But as 
I said, I have made a mistake or two, but overall I think 
the electronic news media has handled this election with 
great fairness, great equity, and in the highest tradition 
of your profession. 

Q. Washington, Oregon, and Montana are three 
States—among about 19, I believe—that have initiated 
ballot measures regarding nuclear energy. And the pro- 
ponents believe we need more rigid controls on nuclear 
powerplants and the opponents where the measures will 
stop further growth of nuclear power. 

What is your recommendation to the voters of these 
States regarding nuclear power as a future source of 
energy? 

Tue Present. Well, I am not a voter in Oregon or 
any of the other States where that issue is on the agenda, 
but let me give you my personal feelings concerning the 
role of nuclear energy. 

As this country faces the tremendous task of trying to 
meet certain goals by 1985, where we must have a much 
higher degree of energy independence than we have today, 
as you look at the potential sources of energy that we have 
in the United States, if we are going to make ourselves 
more invulnerable between now and 1985 against any 
Arab oil boycott, nuclear energy has to play a significant 
part. But I, at this point, like to emphasize that nuclear 
energy utilization must have the highest safety standards 
possible that our scientific genius can give us. 

Now, since I have been President, we have significantly 
increased our research and development funds in the en- 
ergy resource and development agency so that by what- 
ever means, we can scientifically increase that safety factor. 

But, I would like to add this parenthetically: The state- 
ment I make on nuclear energy I make in Washington, 
D.C., I made it in California in May, and I make it in 
Oregon today. It doesn’t change. Nuclear energy is an 
important, significant part of our overall energy program: 
and, therefore, with adequate safety and adequate safe- 
guards, I think that we must have in Oregon and the 
other 49 States a nuclear energy program. 

Q. First, I commend you on being able to pronounce 
the name Oregon properly. We are very proud as broad- 
casters for having been able to bring debates to the public 
and to provide an opportunity for the public to see both 
you and your opponent. We would ask you whether or 


‘ not you would support the permanent or regular removal 


of the problems of 315 on Presidential debates in’ the fu- 
ture in order that they can be held without the exegesis 
and the burden that was previously employed by that act. 

Secondly, would you also suggest removal of 315 for 
other debates at other levels so we could take another step 
forward on the First Amendment rights? 

Tue Preswent. This is a very difficult question to 
give any pat answer to. I think you and this industry 
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recognize it probably better than I. I believe in free debate 
among political candidates at all levels. When I was a 
candidate on 13 occasions for the House of Representa- 
tives, I either challenged my opponent, when I first ran 
against an incumbent, or I accepted a challenge whenever 
an opponent challenged me in the succeeding 1 2 elections. 

As you know, I challenged Mr. Carter to the debates 
that we have had this year. I think they should be institu- 
tionalized in our American political system. Now, how 
you can do it in a legislative way without precluding can- 
didates who might have a legitimate reason to be a par- 
ticipant, that is one problem. The other is, I understand 
in some States there are as many as 19 Presidential 
candidates who are legitimately on the ballot in some 
States. 

So, the conflicts that you run into are almost insoluble. 
I think if I had a choice, I would leave it up to the good 
judgment of those that have the responsibility in the elec- 
tronic media to use how they think the airways ought to 
be used. I have never seen that abused where it has been 
given some flexibility. So if 315 has to be amended to put 
more burden on you, more responsibility on you, a respon- 
sibility that I think you have handled well, I would favor 
it. 

Q. If we can have the burden, we will take the 
responsibility. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from Pendleton, one of the 
other cities you visited this year. 

Tue Preswent. I remember it vividly out there in 
that wonderful arena. 

Q. Mr. President, I have an easy question for you, 
I believe. Of our two industries, radio and television, tele- 
vision gets much of the glamour, but as a radio broad- 
caster, I know most of the people in my town start their 
day with the radio. Sir, I would like to know, on an aver- 
age day—and I realize the past few have not been 
average for you—how do you start your day? How much 
time do you spend with radio, sir? [Laughter] 

Tue Present. What was the last? I didn’t hear that. 

Q. How much time do you spend with radio? Is radio 
important in your day? 

Tue Presment. I usually get up about 5:15 in the 
morning. I spend a couple of hours reading the Washing- 
ton Post and the New York Times and the daily news 
summary and my intelligence briefing. And I usually do 
a little exercising to try and keep in reasonable shape. 


I get to the office at roughly 7:30 or a quarter of 8. 
While I am reading in the morning before breakfast, I 
either have the radio on, if television isn’t on, or I have 
the television on while I am—I have the television on 
while I am eating breakfast. But I think it is a very im- 
portant part of the first two, two and a half hours of the 
day: One, to get the news as it comes in two of the major 
newspapers in the East, and the news summary that I get, 
plus the up-to-date news that comes early in the morning 


with radio first and television second. I wouldn’t try to 
balance them in minutes, but I am the beneficiary of both, 

Q. Mr. President, this may seem like a broadcaster 
question, but it is really a public interest one in a way, and 
I know you are a sports fan. We have had a recent ex. 
ample here of where Home Box Office, a pay cable or. 
ganization, was able to outbid local stations or an in- 
terested network in the NIT tournaments, and in a very 
short period of time—perhaps 2 or 3 years—pay cable 
is going to be able, due to its affluence and income, to out- 
bid networks and local stations for much of the top and 
choice programing, including sports. And I would like 
to ask you what your view is on the siphoning of free 
broadcast programing to pay cable? 

Tue Presment. It is my recollection that I just signed 
a bill within the last week that in effect had an agreed 
solution as far as cable television taking some of the pro- 
grams from some of the networks that are now handling 
our sports programs. The copyright legislation which 
Edith and I—along with Wendell Wyatt, who I think 
is here—I am sure can remember the debates that Dick 
Poff and Manny Celler and others had about 7 or 8 years 
ago. But it is my understanding in the bill that I signed 
there is an agreed resolution of how that problem between 
regular broadcasters and cable people handle the pick- 
up of programs. Am J wrong in that? 

Mr. WasiLewskt. Unfortunately, sir, it does not apply. 

Q. I guess perhaps your general view about pay cable, 
Highest price to the smallest market, you know, the 
philosophy of it. 

Tue Present. I love sports broadcasts, and any- 
thing that takes that away from me as a viewer or listener, 
I am going to raise the devel about it. [Laughter] 


Q. Mr. President, broadcasters have been working for 
an increase from 3 years to 5 years for license renewal 
periods. I wonder if you would comment on this longer 
license renewal period. 

Tue Present. As I recall, Congressman Jim Broyhill 
of North Carolina has been sponsoring the extension 
from 3 to 5 years. I have supported that proposal. I think 
it is in the interest of the industry and in the interest of. the 
public as a whole. 

Q. Mr. President, many of us applauded your efforts 
and your speeches on the general area of deregulation. 
When you are elected President, will you support the 
proposals to deregulate the radio and television stations 
in this industry? 

Tue Presment. I did not submit to the Congress any 
deregulation legislation in this area. I did submit to the 
Congress regulatory reform in the trucking, the airline, 
and the railroads. I am not familiar with any specific 
legislation—at least none has come to my attention from 
my staff—for any deregulation of this industry by the 
Federal Communications Commission. 
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Until I see what such proposals might be, what impact 
such proposals might have, I think the current circum- 
stances, with the exception of going from a 3- to a 5-year 
license period, I think the situation has been reasonably 
well handled. So, without having more information, I 
think it would be premature and unwise for me to make 
an off-the-cuff comment. 

I would welcome recommendations from your industry. 
I am sure that Vince and all of you will see to it that I 
hear about it. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, as a past member of the NAB Tele- 
vision Board, I would like to ask you, do you think the 
family viewing hour concept has been good for national 
television, and do you favor more industry self-regulation 
as opposed to Government regulation? 

Tue Preswent. | will answer the last question first. 
I strongly feel that self-regulation is infinitely preferable 
to Government regulation, period. 

Since our children are now grown up and we don’t 
have any grandchildren yet, and since I seldom get back 
to the Residence to watch any programs until about 8: 00 
or 8:30, I am really not the best judge of how the pro- 
grams have been going. But, believe me, the impression 
I get is that the honest, bona fide efforts to take this pe- 
riod of time and focus it in a wholesome direction, in a 
self-regulatory way, I wholly applaud. I have heard 
minimal complaints about the way it has been done. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from Sacramento, where I do 
think you remember being there. 

THe Preswent. I certainly do. [Laughter] 

Q. It has been reported recently that Mr. Carter would 
make his first appointment to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission from the ranks of the Ralph Nader 
group. Do you have some feelings along those lines? 
[Laughter] 

Tue Present. I think we could find a more objec- 
tive person—[laughter]—than somebody that comes from 
that organization. I am proud of the appointments that 
I have made to the various regulatory agencies. I am 
proud of the person that I selected to be a member of the 
Supreme Court. We picked in that case—and I use it as 
an illustration—a person who was fully qualified legally, 
who was overwhelmingly approved by a potentially very 
critical United States Senate, dominated by individuals 
who are perhaps much more liberal than I. 

But Circuit Court Judge John Paul Stevens was an 
outstanding jurist, and he was overwhelmingly approved. 
So, for the first vacancy in the FCC, I would seek to ap- 
point somebody of that same caliber in this particular 
field. I don’t think we ought to pull somebody out of a 
certain segment of our society just to perhaps show off 
a bit. 

Q. Mr. President, several months ago a member of 
your staff, Mr. Paul MacAvoy, issued a proposal which 
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was so overwhelmingly in favor of cable television that it 
has caused serious concern among broadcasters. May I 
ask whether you endorse Mr. MacAvoy’s proposal and 
whether its goals will receive your active support if you 
are elected? 

Tue Present. That report came to me roughly 3 
or 4 months ago, as I recollect. I was not satisfied with 
that report. I told the group to go back and to reevaluate 
the overall situation and to report back to me when they 
had, in my opinion, made recommendations that I felt 
were more in line with my own views. That group has not 
yet reported back to me—and I can’t tell you when they 
will—but I did not approve of the one that was submitted 
to me. 

Q. Mr. President, what future role do you see for the 
Office of Telecommunications Policy under your con- 
tinuing leadership? 

Tue Preswent. The Office of Telecommunications 
is currently more or less the telecommunications advisor 
to the President himself. There is a division of opinion in 
the administration. One group advises me that it ought 
to be folded into a reasonably comparable unit within the 
Department of Commerce, the feeling being that those 
two were duplicating one another. Others feel that the 
Office of Telecommunications ought to be maintained as 
the communications advisor to the President, and prob- 
ably expanded in some respects. 

I anticipate that between now and January I will make 
a decision, and I expect to have an option paper from 
the two differing views within the administration. I don’t 
think it is proper for me to make that judgment today, 
preempting the hard work that I know both are doing. I 
will make a judgment before January and make that 
recommendation to the Congress. 

Q. Mr. President, I think your schedule is dwindling. 

THe Present. I am enjoying this. 

Q. Mr. President, past administrations have been 
highly critical of our free enterprise broadcast system. Since 
you have had the opportunity in your world travels to see 
how other countries operate theirs, how would you com- 
pare our system to theirs? 

THE PRESENT. From my observations in the numer- 
ous foreign countries that I have visited, it is my strong 
conviction that our radio-television system here is far pref- 
erable to what I have seen overseas. On the other hand, I 
think it is proper for me to say that I have given more 
support, financially and otherwise, to public broadcasting 
than any other President. I think public broadcasting plays 
a very important role in our society, and I am pleased 
with the management and the content that I personally 
observed. 

But I think we basically want the free enterprise part 
of broadcasting to continue its very vital role. I would 
vigorously oppose any nationalization of the electronic me- 
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dia in this country. Competition from public broadcast- 
ing is healthy and it performs a certain function. But to 
have a totally monopolistic electronic situation in this 
country would be an anathema to me, and I would vig- 
orously oppose it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think broadcasters might 
gain equal status with the print media, as far as the fair- 
ness doctrine is concerned, at least some time in the near 
future? 


THE PresweNT. Would you repeat that again? You 
are getting me in the midst here. I like them all. 
[Laughter] 


Q. Do you think broadcasters might gain equal status 
with the print media as far as the fairness doctrine is con- 
cerned, at least some time in the near future? 


THE Present. In all honesty, when I say I feel 
friendly toward the news media, period, that is all-encom- 
passing. I do. I don’t always like every story I hear or every 
comment made on radio or television, but I have always 
adopted the feeling that I had a job to do in the Congress 
as minority leader or as President, and I hope they un- 
derstood my responsibilities. 

In turn, I understand that they have a responsibility— 
a responsibility to the public, a responsibility to their em- 
ployer—and I have always felt that they performed very 
admirably. Don’t get me in-between who is the best or 
the worst between the electronic and the writing press. I 
have enough trouble without that. [Laughter] 


Questioner. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. at the Association’s North- 
west Regional Meeting in the West Ballroom at the Sheraton- 
Portland Hotel. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to Vincent 
Wasilewski, president of the National Association of Broadcasters. 

Following the question-and-answer session, the President pro- 
ceeded to the Washington Room for a private meeting with Oregon 
labor leaders. 

As printed above, the item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Exchange of Remarks With Reporters 
Upon Departure From Portland International 
Airport. October 25, 1976 


Tue Present. I just thought we might take a minute 
to answer some of your questions before we take off for 
Pittsburgh. We have had a wonderful 2 days in Cali- 
fornia, Washington, and now in Oregon. We are very op- 
timistic. We think the momentum is going with us. We 
are going to surprise some people. And to stop here in 
Oregon with Edith and all the others who came forward 


and indicated their support just makes this stop a wonder- 
ful one and a very fine last few days. 

So, if you have any questions, go ahead. 

Q. Mr. President, are you surprised to be finding your. 
self running literally neck-and-neck with Jimmy Carter at 
this late stage in the campaign, and are you confident of 
turning it around in 1 week? 

THE PresweENT. When you look back before our con- 
vention in Kansas City, where we were 33 points behind 
nationally, and now we are virtually neck-and-neck. | 
think we are going to win, because we have the momen- 
tum going with us. I think it proves the American peo- 
ple support what we have done in the last 2 years and 
know that from that foundation we can build a better 
America in the next 4. So, I am just very, very thankful for 
the support we are getting from people all over the 
country. 

Q. Mr. President, our Senator was warned that if the 
nuclear initiative should pass in this State or other ones, 
that the Federal Government might intervene, we might 
see the Congress stepping in to tell the States to build nu- 
clear plants anyway. Do you foresee that happening? 

THE PreEsIDENT. I wouldn’t want to pass judgment on 
anything of that kind. I expressed myself this afternoon 
that I believe nuclear energy is a very important ingre- 
dient in our effort to become energy independent by 1985. 
At the same time, I fully recognize that we must and we 
will maximize our efforts to achieve safety in the develop- 
ment and the implementation of a nuclear energy 
program. 

Our scientific efforts are superb in this country. The 
best recognition, I think, is the fact that we won seven of 
the Nobel prizes, the first time in the history of those prizes 
that one nation had a sweep. As I recall, three or four of 
those people were nuclear experts. So, we are going to 
get safety, we are going to have adequate safeguards, and 
we are going to get nuclear power. I think it will be in 
the best interests of the United States. 

There is a young lady back there. 

Q. Do you think that a comprehensive health care pro- 
gram is imminent, and if you do, can you talk about what 
form you think it will take? 

Tue Presment. Mr. Carter has embraced compre- 
hensive mandatory national health insurance. I think 
there is a better answer. I feel that the Federal Govern- 
ment, with the kind of recommendation that I have made 
for catastrophic health insurance for the individuals in 
our senior citizen area—they need catastrophic health in- 
surance, and I am going to get the Congress to do some- 
thing about it in the next session. 

But I don’t think we should federalize health care, as 
Mr. Carter proposes to do. I don’t think that is the right 
answer. It hasn’t worked in the countries around the world 
where they have tried it on a mandatory basis. I think 
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there is a better answer, and the one I propose is the best 
one. 

Q. Mr. President, could I ask you again the question 
that I asked you earlier in the day? 

Tue Preswent. Of course, Phil. 

Q. Why have you stopped attacking Jimmy Carter by 
name, as you were doing just a few days ago, or before 
the last debate? Have you stopped because you found it 
was backfiring? 

Tue Preswent. Not at all. We found that his pro- 
grams were not catching on. We found that our affirma- 
tive approach was making significant headway, and when 
you are doing the right thing by talking about programs 
that the public supports—peace, restoration of trust, and 
a healthier economy—the people support it. Why should 
I bother about the programs the public is apparently 
turning down that he recommends? 

Q. So, from now on you are not going to attack Jimmy 
Carter by name in the rest of the campaign? 

Tue Present. I am not going to go that far. There 
may be some slip or some mistake that he is prone to make, 
and if he does, I will remind the American people of it 
so I can get the press to do the same. 

Q. But no more of this waffler and all this other business 
that you were calling him just a few days ago? 

THe PreswenT. I said we were going to be very 
affirmative, Phil, and I hope that the American people 
will do as I think they are doing—they are going to ac- 
cept and endorse and embrace the affirmative Ford pro- 
grams, and the polls show we are doing real well. 

Q. Mr. President, on your schedule, I believe you were 
to meet with a bunch of labor leaders from Oregon here 
at 5 o’clock. Did you, in fact, meet with them? There 
were some reports that none of them showed up. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is my understanding that for vari- 
ous reasons which you ought to ask them, they were not 
available. 

Q. Did you meet with any labor leaders while you were 
here? 

Tue Preswent. You would be very pleased to know, 
I am sure, that Tom Murphy, the head of the Bricklayers, 
a week or so ago, endorsed the Ford candidacy. He is the 
head of the international group. 

Q. But you didn’t meet with any of the important 
leaders? 

THE Present. No, I did not. 

Q. Mr. President, the last-minute saturation campaign 
on TV and on radio that you are conducting, do you 
think this is a last-ditch attempt to gain the momentum 
that you need, or was this planned all along? 

Tue Present. This was a well-planned campaign, 
and we followed the program that we outlined after 
Kansas City almost precisely. And we are now utilizing 
the legal resources the way we thought they could best 


be utilized. And I think they are going to be effective, 
because we have good television advertisements, they are 
all affirmative. 

Our campaign strategy was decided right after Kansas 
City. It is working, as we have gone from a deficit of 33 
points around the country. So, we are neck-and-neck, and 
we have the momentum, and I would rather win in the 
fourth quarter than be ahead in the first. 

Q. Why didn’t you appear with Ronald Reagan at 
any time during this Far West campaign? 

The Present. Because he had other commitments, I 
think there was a telegram which I understand 

Q. Some of your aides said they didn’t believe that 
excuse, that they felt that he was up at his ranch forming 
another party so if you lose on November 2, he can come 
out. 

The PresweNnt. Oh, you are in a very disagreeable 
mood today. [Laughter] And you are such a nice guy. 
Why are you so disagreeable today? 

Q. You don’t have any suspicions? 

The Preswenrt. Not at all, because I called him and 
talked to him the day before, and he had a longstanding 
commitment and he made the suggestion himself—— 

Q. That he not be on the show with you? 

The Preswent. That he could not break these irrevo- 
cable commitments. And he made the suggestion that he 
would send a telegram, which he did, which was cir- 
culated with the press. And I talked to him personally. 
So, I know precisely what his plans were, how firm those 
commitments were, and he made the suggestion to send 
the telegram. 

Gosh, Phil. 

Q. You believe him? 

The Present. Oh, don’t be so disagreeable. 

Q. Mr. President, would you be inclined to go to Texas 
if you had a choice? 

The Presiwent. We hope to go to Texas before No- 
vember 2. 

Q. Would you invite Governor Connally to share the 
trip with you? 

The Present. I would certainly hope that he would. 
And I know from the last trip to Texas that John Con- 
nally is doing 110 percent on behalf of President Ford and 
Bob Dole, so I am confident that unless he has some other 
commitments that make it impossible, that John Connally 
will be on the program. 

Can you imagine a better team—Garagiola, Connally, 
and Green? Man, that will be something. 

Yes, Dick? 

Q. Did you hear that Jimmy Carter was hiding out 
down in Plains this weekend? 

The Presiwent. Well, if he was hiding in Plains, I 
understand that Helen Thomas found him. [Laughter] 
I understand she asked him a few very pertinent ques- 
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tions, which I know Helen can be real tough. I am glad 
she is down there helping his cause. 
ReEporTER. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Radio Address on Taxes 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over the 
Mutual Radio Network. October 26, 1976 


Good morning. I would like to talk with you this morn- 
ing, as this year’s campaign nears its end, about a sub- 
ject that is very much on the minds of most American 
families—taxes. As ] have traveled around our country 
in recent weeks, people have told me, Mr. President, 
things are going well. America is going back to work. 
There is a new spirit of confidence in our land. But there 
is one problem that is bothering us very much—the heavy 
burden of taxes. 

I completely sympathize with this feeling. And I have 
tried to do something about it. I asked Congress to cut 
taxes this year at a rate that would have put an extra $200 
in the pocket of the average American family. But Con- 
gress turned me down. Next year, with the mandate of 
your votes behind me, I will go back after them again— 
and this time we will succeed. 

I want to cut taxes, not simply because I want Ameri- 
can taxpayers to be able to keep more of their hard- 
earned dollars, but also because more money for the 
American consumer means more growth for the Ameri- 
can economy—which in turn means more jobs, higher re- 
turn on investments, and greater prosperity for all of us. 


Federal income tax payments per capita have gone up 
more than five times since 1950—more than twice the 
rate of inflation. This means that we taxpayers are giv- 
ing more and more of our dollars to the Federal treasury— 
dollars that we could otherwise be using for ourselves and 
our families. 

Of course, when I asked Congress to cut taxes, I linked 
that request to a matching cut in Federal spending. Re- 
ducing taxes while continuing to increase spending is 
nothing but a cruel illusion. Money for that added spend- 
ing must come from somewhere. If it does not come from 
taxes, then it must come from inflation—the harshest 
and most unfair tax of all. By standing up to Congress 
against increased Federal spending, I have at least been 
able to preserve the tax reduction that we put through 
last year. The opposition party, in contrast, has promised 
new programs calling for huge increases in Federal spend- 
ing during the next 4 years. 

The total cost of these programs would be about $200 
billion—requiring a 50-percent increase in Federal taxes. 


Just four key programs promised in the Democratic plat- 
form, including the Humphrey-Hawkins Federal jobs 
bill, would cost just over $100 billion. 

A tax increase of this kind would not only place an 
unfair burden on American taxpayers. It would wreck 
our economy, raking off funds needed for investment, 
driving up inflation, causing a new and deeper reces- 
sion. We have seen in Britain the result of excessive taxa- 
tion and unwise government spending—inflation, reces- 
sion, economic stagnation. I am determined to prevent 
any similar fate from overtaking our own country. 

We Americans have always been prepared to pay our 
fair share of the costs of maintaining a free society. We 
know that taxes are not going to go away. But we also 
know that taxes pushed too high become a threat to free- 
dom itself. The time has come to take a stand. Next Tues- 
day, with your help, we will check the growth in Gov- 
ernment spending, and pave the way for a new cut in 
Federal taxes. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released at Portland, Oreg. 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the Pittsburgh Economic Club. 
October 26, 1976 


Mr. Burnham, Mayor Flaherty: 

It is a great privilege and pleasure to have the op- 
portunity this morning to say a few words and answer a 
few questions before the Pittsburgh Economic Club. Some 
20 years ago, speaking before the League of Women 
Voters, President Eisenhower was asked about the goals 
of the United States’ foreign policy. He said, and I quote, 
“The foreign policy of our Nation is not difficult to state. 
We are for peace—peace first, last and always.” 

Today, that remains the central purpose of every 
American foreign policy. It has been the purpose of every 
administration since I went to Washington more than a 
quarter of a century ago. In fact, looking back over those 
years through the terms of six Presidents—three Demo- 
crats and three Republicans—you will find that while the 
emphasis may have changed from one administration to 
another, the foundations of American foreign policy have 
remained essentially the same. 

There have been some misjudgments. Sometimes we 
have made commitments that exceeded our capabilities. 
Sometimes we have been heavy handed. But, the record of 
achievement far, far exceeds that of failure. 

Throughout my time as President, I have shaped our 
foreign policy according to these four basic principles: 
First, we have sought to maintain America’s unques- 
tioned military strength. Second, we have tried to main- 
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tain and strengthen our friendship with our allies. Third, 
working from a position of strength, we have sought to 
reduce tensions in the world and to avert the threat of 
nuclear holocaust. Finally, we have tried to act as a leader 
and as a peace maker in resolving the many difficult prob- 
lems that have arisen within a community of nations 
that has been constantly expanding. 

There is no better testimony of the wisdom of our 
policies than the fact that today America is at peace. Not 
asingle one of our young men is fighting or dying on any 
foreign battlefield. The draft no longer hangs over the 
head of our younger generation. 

Today, America is strong, ready to meet any challenge 
to our national security. Our relationships with our allies 
have never been better, a point that has been echoed re- 
peatedly as leaders of other nations have streamed to our 
shores in our Bicentennial celebration, and our adver- 
saries respect us. They respect our commitment to free- 
dom, and they respect the strength and the will to protect 
It. 

The peace that exists today is directly related to our 
collective hard work and skillful diplomacy, and I am 
very, very proud of what we have accomplished. I am 
very proud to be the first President since Dwight Eisen- 
hower to seek election with America at peace. 


What concerns me is that during the closing weeks of 
this Presidential campaign, it has become apparent that 
America is now being asked by my opponent to make a 
fundamental change in the direction and the conduct of 
U.S. foreign policy. As citizens and as voters, you are 
being asked to decide whether you wish to build on the 
great traditions of American foreign policy, the policies 
that kept us strong and at peace, or whether you wish 
to break from these traditions, venturing into the un- 
known with a doctrine that is untested, untried, and, 
in my view, potentially dangerous. 

This doctrine deviates—deviates substantially—from 
the solid principles of bipartisan foreign and defense 
policies of the last 30 years. It has a strong flavor of iso- 
lationism. If it is applied in practice the same way that it 
is described in campaign oratory, there is a significant 
tisk it could lead to major international crises. 

Let us look for a few minutes at the most significant 
difference between the policies of my administration 
and those that are offered as an alternative. During the 
2% years of my Presidency, I have fought hard to 
strengthen our national defense. When I took office de- 
fense spending was a smaller share of the national budget 
than at any time since before the Korean War. We were 
at the razor’s edge in defense strength. If the Congress 
had continued cutting our defense budget, we would as- 
suredly have drifted into a position of military inferiority. 

One of the most significant achievements of this ad- 
ministration is that we have now reversed that slide. And, 


as long as I am President, we are going to have an Army, 
a Navy, an 4‘r Force, and a Marine Corps, that are un- 
surpassed in tailitary capability. 

I know it is very costly. As President Eisenhower once 
said, and I quote, “A good defense is never a cheap 
defense,” end quote. But for the sake of peace and free- 
dom, we must be willing to make the sacrifices that main- 
tain America’s military might. 

Now consider the alternative that is being offered to the 
American people in this election. Instead of maintaining 
our military strength, the alternative proposed is to slash 
billions from our defense budget, stripping us not of waste 
but of military muscle. The B—-1 bomber is a prime ex- 
ample. I believe it is essential to our security to go forward 
with the production of this new aircraft, which has met 
and surpassed every test to date. It would replace the 
aging B—52 so that our pilots can defend America in an 
aircraft that gives us a reliable capability for penetrating 
improved air defense systems of our potential adversaries. 

So, the differences in defense spending are clear. I want 
to continue a course which I believe will keep us strong 
and free. The alternative is to head down a road which 
could raise doubts about our strength, our determination, 
on the part of our friends as well as potential adversaries. 

A second basic principle of America’s policy is to main- 
tain strong, durable relationships with our allies. When I 
took office, America was in the midst of a constitutional 
crisis. We were still suffering from the bitterness of Viet- 
nam, and we were faced with a deteriorating economy. 
The world was watching to see if we could recover. They 
knew it was critical to their own future because if America 
‘became mired in self-doubt, then the peace of the world 
would be jeopardized. 

I am very proud of our record during this period of 
severe testing. We have led the world out of the most dan- 
gerous recession since the 1930’s, and launched our eco- 
nomic recovery without producing another round of 
devastating inflation. 

The economic comeback of the industrial democracies 
is being accomplished not with the “beggar thy neighbor” 
policies of the 1930’s, but with an unprecedented degree 
of cooperation, as witnessed by the summit meetings in 
France and Puerto Rico of the leading industrial nations. 

In Europe, we have injected new vigor into the Atlantic 
Alliance. We have successfully resisted congressional pres- 
sures to reduce our NATO troop commitments. We have 
worked closely with our allies on the energy crisis, on the 
nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, on economic poli- 
cies, and on coordinating our approaches to East-West 
diplomacy. The alliance in Europe has never been 
stronger. 

We have also made significant progress in the Middle 
East. The United States stands staunchly by Israel, sup- 
plying in just 2 years over 40 percent of all U-S. aid to 
that country since its founding in 1948, At the same time, 
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we have earned the respect and the confidence of the Arab 
nations. Today, the United States is the only major leader 
trusted by both sides in the Middle East. They want our 
leadership, and we will continue to provide it. 

We can also look to Asia with new confidence today. 
We now enjoy the strongest links ever with Japan. That 
was symbolized by the first visit—the first visit ever—of 
the Emperor to the United States, and my own visit to his 
homeland, the first visit to Japan by any American 
President. 

We have remained steadfast in the Korean peninsula. 
We have put the Vietnam war behind us in a way which 
has protected our essential interest and maintained Amer- 
ica’s respect in that part of the world. We have opened 
the door to better relations with China. 

Now let’s look at the alternative that is being offered 
in this election. Instead of holding firm in Asia, we are 
told that we should pull our troops and major weapons 
systems out of Korea—an invitation to disaster, not only 
there but in Japan as well. 


In Europe, we are told that we should not close the door 
to consultation and friendship with the Communist 
leaders of Italy, France, and Portugal. I am deeply con- 
cerned over the impact that such an approach would have 
upon the democratic parties that have for decades waged 
a struggle to preserve freedom against Communist 
tyranny. 

In the Middle East the alternative appears distinctly 
hostile to our friendship with moderate Arab nations, I 
can tell you from experience that such a total departure 
from current policies could drive these countries into the 
arms of the Soviets, threatening the stability of the area 
and eventually inflicting enormous harm upon the very 
country that it purports to help—the State of Israel. 

Let us look now at still another basic principle of our 
foreign policy: to reduce tensions with our adversaries 
and reduce the threat of nuclear war. Over the past 2 
years, we have taken significant strides down the path 
toward halting and reversing the strategic arms spiral. 
Early in my administration I met with General Secretary 
Brezhnev in Vladivostok, where we pledged our mutual 
efforts to reach a new agreement limiting nuclear arma- 
ments. Today,-4n agreement embodying the Vladivostok 
accords is 90 percent complete. I am optimistic that it 
can be successfully concluded:in the near future and that 
we can work even further for reductions in nuclear 
weapons. When that agreement is reached, the prospects 
for reducing the dangers of a nuclear holocaust will 
brighten around the world. 


But let us never forget American Presidents have 
learned that tough talk by itself is insufficient. It is too 
easily dismissed as bombast. Our rhetoric must be backed 


by substance, a strong national defense, strong alliances, 
and strong diplomacy. 


In place of a strong defense, the alternative called for 
in this election is a weakened defense. In place of strong 
alliances, we are offered troop pullbacks and sweeping 
reviews of America’s commitments to its allies. In place of 
the strategic arms agreement at Vladivostok—which pro- 
vides for equal numbers at a level requiring Soviet re- 
duction—approximately 200—the alternative proposed 
is a freeze at current levels. This major step backward 
would lock us into force levels which for the Soviet Union 
would be higher than agreed to at Vladivostok and for the 
United States significantly lower. 

In the past, American Presidents have always known 
they should never say in advance precisely what course 
of action this country would take in the event of an inter- 
national crisis. The reason for such an approach ought 
to be very obvious. When a potential adversary knows 
what you will and won’t do in advance, your flexibility 
is limited and his is increased. He can probe with im- 
punity or redirect his efforts at more tempting targets. 
The acquisition of knowledge about such intentions in 
advance is one of the major reasons why countries spend 
vast sums of money for intelligence activities. 

Thus, it was with some surprise that I heard a specific 
proposal for total economic warfare against the Arabs in 
the event of another embargo. I thought such a state- 
ment of a specific course of action in advance was a 
singular mistake which once made would not be repeated. 
I was, therefore, surprised to hear him make the same 
mistake at Williamsburg in an ill-advised comment con- 
cerning what he might or might not do if the future 
security of Yugoslavia was threatened. Statements of this 
kind—as we learned over 25 years ago—instead of serv- 
ing the cause of peace invite conflict. I have assumed that 
this statement—and I say this with some sorrow—simply 
reflects inexperience. 

Ladies and gentlemen, even though America is at peace 
today, we must recognize that we continue to live in a 
very dangerous world, a world hostile to freedom. 

Unrest is still seething in many parts of the globe. The 
challenge to American diplomacy during the next 4 years 
will be equal to any other period in our lifetime. We must 
complete negotiations on a SALT agreement to replace the 
current treaty, which expires in October 1977. We must 
continue our efforts to defuse the powder keg in Southern 
Africa. We must work to achieve a just, stable peace in 
the Middle East. We must restore economic prosperity. 
We must deal intelligently and compassionately with the 
new agenda of world issues, such as nuclear proliferation, 
economic interdependence, food, energy, pollution, and 
growing populations. 

We can succeed in these tasks only if we remain true to 
the great principles that have guided United States foreign 
policy for more than a quarter of a century. 


This is not a time to weaken our defense, to refuse to 


to equip our troops with essential new weapons, to under- 
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mine democratic leaders by hinting at new relationships 
with Communist leaders in Western Europe, to withdraw 
our troops from South Korea, to upset the balance in the 
Middle East, or to concede such nations as Yugoslavia to 
the Soviet sphere. This is a time to benefit from and build 
upon the wisdom that we have inherited. 

The peace that we enjoy today is not an accident. The 
peace we have today is a product of the patient diplomacy 
and the determination of the past. 

To preserve the peace, we must be willing to pay the 
price for a mighty force. To preserve the peace, we must 
be willing to shoulder the burdens of our alliances and 
friendships. To preserve the peace, we must be tough 
minded and persistent in our dealings with our adver- 
saries. Never—not once—can we drop our guard. To 
preserve the peace, we must apply the enormous talents 
and technology in this great country to advancing gains 
made in far-flung corners of the world, stretching from 
the Middle East to southern Africa. 

To preserve the peace, we must be generous and com- 
passionate toward others less fortunate than ourselves. 

Finally, to preserve the peace we must be true to the 
ideals of America, to our love of freedom and dignity and 
justice for all mankind. 

These are my goals as your President. They are the 
goals of a great Nation. With your help, with your prayers, 
I will continue to pursue during the next 4 years these 
policies. And I pledge to you today that as long as I am 
your President I will never let you down. 

Thank you very much. I would be delighted to respond 
to questions. 

I can’t see through the lights, but go ahead. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to turn perhaps to an 
economic rather than a foreign policy question. Will you 
outline specific programs you will recommend to Congress 
which will stimulate capital formation and thereby the 
creation of jobs for our growing working forces? 

THE Preswent. I will submit in January a tax reduc- 
tion program that will have two major prongs. Number 
one, I firmly believe that the middle-income taxpayers in 
this country over the last decade has been shortchanged. 
And our analysis indicates that the best way to help and 
assist that wide range of taxpayers in this country is to 
increase the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 
That will be the fundamental. 

I should add that I recommended that to the Congress 
in January of last year. After fooling around with the tax 
problem for almost 10 months, they ignored it. But they 
are going to get it right back on their desk in January. And 
if they don’t pass it then, we are going to go after them 
next year, and if they don’t pass it then, we are going to go 
after them in the next election in 1978. 

But that would help, as I have indicated, in the con- 
sumer area. But, at the same time, I feel that we have to 
make some reductions in our corporate income tax rates; 
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that you cannot, under the present circumstances, finance 
the expansion, the modernization, and all the other things 
that are e-sential at the present Federal income tax bur- 
dens that business bears. 

So, we are going to approach the problem on the one 
hand to increase consumer purchasing power at the Fed- 
eral level and, at the same time, create tax incentives for 
business to provide more jobs. 

Q. Mr. President, Governor Carter has stated that a 
philosophical goal of his administration would be to keep 
the Federal Government’s share of our gross national 
product in 1981 at a level that approximates that of today, 
that is, the Federal Government’s share of our total eco- 
nomic pie, which stays constant after decades of growth. 

Do you subscribe to this goal or would you promote 
the perhaps more ambitious goal of a slight reduction in 
the Federal Government’s share of our total economic 
pie by the end of your next administration? 

Tue Presivent. I do, and I think we can do it in sev- 
eral ways. Number one, I believe that we can continue 
sufficient pressure on the Congress to restrain the rate 
of growth of Federal spending. The figures indicate that 
for the past 10 years the rate of growth of Federal expend- 
itures has been about 11 percent. And if you project that 
into the next quarter of a century the problem you, I 
think, are concerned about multiplies. 

So, in the budget that I submitted last January for 
congressional consideration reduced that rate of growth 
by 50 percent or a rate of growth of 54% percent. We 
made some headway. The Congress added about $18 
billion over the actual dollars that I recommended for 
the budget for the current fiscal year, but that is better 
than they have been doing over the past 10 years. 

So, what we hope to do in the future is to continue 
that pressure so the rate of growth of Federal expenditures 
keeps going down. I concede you will have to have some 
increase just because of inflationary pressures. But if we 
can make it not a 5 percent rate of growth but 2 or 3 
percent or 4 percent, we achieve part of the answer that 
I think you are concerned about. 

On the other hand, if we can expand our total GNP 
in this country by a healthier economy through tax re- 
ductions so that we can expand our industrial capacity, 
expand, as I said a moment ago, the consumer capability 
to participate by spending his money rather than having 
the Federal Government spend it, we increase the pie in 
size, and we reduce at the same time, as I said a moment 
ago, the rate of growth of Federal spending. 

So, I am not going to be satisfied with what my oppo- 
nent says is apparently a satisfactory division. I think it is 
wrong, and we ought to change it, and my programs will. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask a question of a 
somewhat different nature, with the debates so fresh in 
our minds. 
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As a representative of the television media, my station 
contributed 6 hours of prime time as a public service for 
the Presidential and Vice-Presidential debates, which, in- 
cidentally, as we all know, were carried by all three TV 
networks, really leaving the television viewer with very 
little alternative. Also, many think that these debates have 
even set a precedent that all future Presidential candidates 
will feel obliged to follow. 

Do you really think the debates are worth all this either 
to you as a candidate or to the American public? And, 
in retrospect, would you have preferred a different format 
allowing more direct confrontation with Governor Carter? 

Tue Preswent. Number one, I think the debates 
should be institutionalized in our Presidential campaigns. 
I think they could be improved, and I made a comment 
the other day, I guess after the second debate, that they 
would be improved if Mr. Carter would answer the ques- 
tions and I would question my answers. 

But to be serious, I do feel that we now have another 
4-year period, and experts in the media, experts in the 
academic world, experts from other areas of our society 
ought to sit down and maybe consult with my advisers, 
Mr. Carter’s advisers, and maybe get a thought or two 
from either one of us. And I think they should be a part 
of the political system every 4 years. 

But I am confident there can be improvement in the 
mechanics and some of the other aspects that I think 
would help to educate and stimulate the American voter. 

Q. Mr. President, many people in our country, includ- 
ing myself, are somewhat confused as to the exact state 
of unemployment in this country. Governor Carter has 
stressed repeatedly that the unemployment is the highest 
in the Nation’s history, while you have stated more people 
are employed today than ever before. Could you clarify 
these seemingly contradictory statements? 

Tue Presment. I think we are both probably right, 
but I think in order to understand what appears to be a 
conflict, the people must recognize that we have the larg- 
est work force in the history of the United States. So, 
when I say we have 88 million people gainfully employed, 
an all-time high in the United States, that is accurate be- 
cause we have more potential people in our work force 
than we have ever had before. 

When Mr. Carter says the unemployment numerically 
is the highest, he is noting a statistic, which is likewise 
accurate, but only because we, again, have more people 
working—I mean, more people who are eligible or desire 
work in this country. 

Now, one point that bothered me—and I cite this as 
a historical fact, not making any comment as to who was 
right or who was wrong, or whether there was any politi- 
cal blame assessed—but when Mr. Carter says that the 
unemployment in the early fifties was far, far lower than 
it is today—and it was—I think it is also very legitimate 


for me to say, because it is historically accurate, that we 
had 3,500,000 young men and women in the military 
engaged in a military conflict and today we have 
2,100,000 young men and women in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marines. 

It is 1,400,000 fewer than we had 2 years ago. It is 
the smallest active duty military force since Korea, and if 
we had another 1,400,000 on active duty, which we don’t 
have, we could significantly claim that our unemployment 
figure was quite a bit less. 

But I don’t think that is the way to achieve unemploy- 
ment, or to improve the statistics. We have enough men 
in the four services, men and women, to do the job to 
keep the peace. And I want that 1,400,000 out in the 
labor market trying to get a job or working at a job in 
our civilian economy. And we are still going to take care 
of the job opportunities of about 2 to 2% million new 
ones every year because we are going to have an expand- 
ing economy, primarily in the private sector. 

Q. Mr. President, most economists recognize that plans 
such as the Humphrey-Hawkins bill, some forms of na- 
tional economic planning, will necessitate wage-price con- 
trols. Would you advocate under any circumstances wage- 
price controls and, if so, what would be sufficient cause? 

THE Present. Early in my administration, I took a 
firm stand—which has not changed, which will not 
change—against wage and price controls, including 
standby wage and price controls. I don’t think they work. 
Our neighbor to the north, Canada, has had them now 
for what, 18 to 24 months? Their economic recovery has 
been slower than ours with many more dislocations than 
we have had as we have come out of the recession. 

Some of our Western European countries to one degree 
or another have tried them in recent months and their 
recovery in each case is slower than ours, with the possible 
exception of West Germany. So, I strongly disapprove of 
wage and price controls, even on a standby basis. 

Our true competitive economic system is the best way, 
in my judgment, to solve our economic problems and to 
ensure the kind of economic prosperity that we want. 

Moperator. Mr. President, I am afraid our time is 
running short. The City of Pittsburgh must get to work, 
and I understand you have a steel mill to visit. 

On behalf of our members, guests, officers, and direc- 
tors, I would like to thank you very much for attending 
this meeting with us this morning. 

Tue Presment. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:57 a.m. at the Pittsburgh Hilton 
Hotel. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to Jim Burnham, 
president of the Pittsburgh Economic Club, and Peter Flaherty, 
mayor of Pittsburgh. 

Following his remarks, the President traveled to Aliquippa, Pa., 
where he toured the Jones & Laughlin Steel Plant. 

As printed above, the item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 
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Chicago, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the Ford City Shopping 
Mall. October 26, 1976 


Chuck Percy, Ron Bukema, Governor Ogilvie, Edith 
Green, Joe Garagiola, Senator Carl Curtis: 

It is great for President Ford to be in Ford City. ‘Thank 
you. Let’s make all of Illinois Ford country November 2. 

With this kind of enthusiasm and the wonderful wel- 
come that we had a week ago Saturday in downstate 
Illinois, I can say with confidence that we are going to 
carry the State of Illinois November 2. Are we? 

While I am here in Ford City, let me extend to all of 
you a very special invitation next January to come to the 
inauguration in Washington, D.C., of Jerry Ford and 
Bob Dole. 

Let me say you are here because you want to know 
where I stand on the issues. I stand on your side for lim- 
ited government, for fiscal responsibility, for rising pros- 
perity, for lower taxes, for military strength, and peace 
throughout the world. Not a single young American is 
fighting or dying on foreign soil today, and we are going 
to keep it that way. 

After so many years in which America’s defense needs 
were shortchanged, I proposed the two largest defense 
budgets in the history of the United States, and I was 
able to convince the Congress to stop slashing away at 
military spending. 

After so many years of runaway inflation and runaway 
growth in the Federal budget, I submitted a budget to the 
Congress last January that cut the rate of growth in Fed- 
eral spending by over half. 

I have held the line on Government spending with 66 
vetoes and saved you—and I emphasize “you’’—the 
hard-pressed taxpayers, more than $9 billion. 

Those vetoes saved each American family about $200 
in Federal spending, and that is progress. Because I have 
not been afraid to say no, to say no to excessive spending, 
we will submit a balanced budget by 1978 and we will 
have another tax reduction for the American taxpayer in 
the meantime. 

My idea—and listen very carefully—my idea of tax re- 
form is tax reduction, tax reduction for the shortchanged, 
middle-income taxpayer. Therefore, I recommended that 
you have your personal income tax exemption increased 
from $750 to $1,000. That is the kind of tax reform that 
we want. 

After so many years of uncontrolled inflation, we have 
cut the rate of inflation in half in the past 2 years. I 
commit, I promise, we will do better each year and the 
next 4 years. 

After the worst economic recession in 40 years, we 
have added 4 million jobs to the American economy in 


the past 2 years, not by creating dead-end jobs at a tax- 
payer’s expense, but by stimulating jobs with a future 
in the private economy where five out of the six jobs 
exist anyhow. 

I admit, too many people are still out of work. We are 
not satisfied with the progress that we have made, but 
more Americans were on the job in 1976 than ever be- 
fore in the history of this country—88 million—and that 
is a tremendous comeback from where we were 18 
months ago. 

After suffering a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years 
ago, America has had its faith restored in the White House 
itself. My administration has been open, candid, frank, 
forthright, and we are going to keep it that way for the 
next 4 years. 

In every field America is on the move. We are on the 
march. We made an incredible comeback in the past 2 
years and we are not through yet. You can believe me 
when I say this Nation is sound, this Nation is secure. 
This Nation is on the way to a better quality of life for 
all Americans, and this administration has earned the 
trust of the American people for the next 4 years. 

My record is one of progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance, not promises. We do not need a government to do 
everything for us or to tell us everything we can or cannot 
do. This is a pledge of the Ford administration. 

We have a great reservoir of talent in industry through- 
out all 50 of our States. It is not all concentrated on the 
banks of the Potomac. 

Jimmy Carter says we are not respected any more. This 
week America made a clean sweep of the Nobel Prizes 
for economics, chemistry, medicine, and literature. This 
is the first time in the history of these awards that a single 
country, the United States, has come home with every 
winner. We should be very proud. I might add, that 
record doesn’t sound like a second-rate operation to me. 

As I look around this great crowd and thank you all 
for coming, I am proud to be an American and I know 
that you are. And although we have had our problems 
in the past 2 years, we have come a long, long way. At 
home and abroad, we are putting aside old differences, 
we are putting old problems behind us and healing our 
wounds, It is a record I am proud to run on, a record the 
people of Illinois and concerned citizens throughout 
America—Democrats, Independents, and Republicans— 
will support on November 2. 

Give me your mandate and we will reduce the growth 
of government. 

Give me your mandate and we will ensure the integrity 
of the Social Security system; we will improve Medicare 
so that our older citizens can enjoy the health and the 
happiness that they have earned. There is no reason why 
they should go broke just to get well. 
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Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family home, 
the family business, the family farm. Then we will give 
business the tax incentives to build new plants, to modern- 
ize old ones, and to create more jobs. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation on 
the path of peace through strength, and we will live in 
peace and freedom in the United States. 

I find, or have no fear for the future of this great 
country. The future for America is a friend, and as we go 
forward together, I promise you once more, as I promised 
you before, to uphold the Constitution and to do what 
is right as God gives me to see the right, and to do the 
very, very best I can for America. God helping me, I 
won’t let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Northbrook, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the Corporate 
Headquarters of the Allstate Insurance Company. 
October 26, 1976 


Chuck, President Boe, my former colleagues in the House 
of Representatives, Bob McClory, Phile Crane, Sam 
Young and, of course, my very dear friend and wonder- 
ful supporter, your former fine Governor, Governor 
Ogilvie: 

It is just nice to be out here with the Allstate family, 
and I thank you for the very, very warm welcome. This 
stop this afternoon is another milestone in a great day. 
We started in Pittsburgh this morning, going to the Jones 
& Laughlin field steel plant. We first made a speech before 
the Economic Club of Pittsburgh, and then we flew to 
the Chicago area and had a wonderful greeting out at 
Ford City. [Laughter] 

I was delighted—and now to come to Allstate, it really 
is nice. But let me say one thing, that if you have time 
tonight, I would hope that you would take 30 minutes 
and watch a program we are putting on Channel 7. The 
master of ceremonies is going to be somebody you have 
heard of, particularly if you are interested in sports. Joe 
Garagiola is going to be the master of ceremonies. Joe is 
one of the individuals who volunteered to come out and 
be an active supporter and campaigner with me; in addi- 
tion, a former colleague of ours, a good Democrat from the 
State of Oregon, former Congresswoman Edith Green, 
and I think we are going to have Chuck and maybe some 
others on the program. It will give you, I think, a new 
flavor. 


I should have added—I apologize—I think Betty is 
going to be on it, too. [Laughter] But I keep going around 
the country trying to get my votes up to her polls. 

It is wonderful to be here. And let me take just a few 
minutes to outline for you some points that I think are 
worthy of your attention and, hopefully, will be persua- 
sive to you when you make that very vital decision a 
week from today. It is just 7 days from now. 

Naturally, I can recall very, very vividly August 9, 
1974. It was the day that I took the oath of office and 
walked from the East Room of the White House to the 
Oval Office. It was a period of great trouble in America. 
We had gone through the trauma of Vietnam. There was 
anger, bitterness, divisiveness. 

We were on the brink of the worst recession in 40 years, 
and we had inflation of 12 percent or more. There was 
still the problem in Vietnam, with some 50,000 Americans 
being withdrawn and the circumstances that brought 
back bad memories. And then, of course, there was the 
lack of trust and confidence in the White House itself. 


It was not a very opportune time for a new person to 
become President of the United States. But, it was my 
decision that we had to meet first things first, and one of 
those was to restore without any hesitation or qualification 
the restoration of trust and confidence in the White House 
itself. 

I think my being open, by being candid, by being 
straightforward, the American people—whether they 
agree or disagree with whatever policies—know that their 
President is a person that they can trust and a person who 
will, in his own way, seek to do what is right for America, 
above all else. 

Then we had the very difficult problem of how to meet 
the challenge of the worst recession in 40 years and, at the 
same time, make a tremendous effort to reduce the rate of 
inflation, which, as I said, was 12 percent or more. 

But by being firm in the restraint on Federal spending, 
by not succumbing to quick fixes—and many of them 
eminated from the Congress—we were able to gradually 
and, I think, positively reduce the rate of inflation, so 
that as of today, the annual rate of inflation is somewhere 
between 5.5 and 6 percent. 

Now, that is still too high, but I can assure you the poli- 
cies this country is following today are policies that will 
keep the pressure on, and we will win that battle and get 
the rate of inflation down so that we can have a healthy, 
sustained economy, and the kind of prosperity that all of 
us know is possible in this great, great country. 

Early in 1975, I am sure some of you can recall—I 
can—unemployment began to soar and employment 
started to plummet. The net result was, we had a real 
trauma in America, the worst recession since the depres- 
sion days of the 1930’s, and a few of us can remember 
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the hardships that many, many families went through in 
those days. 

But instead of losing our cool and trying to do some 
things that might have been appealing on the surface but 
fundamentally wrong in an economic sense, we did the 
things that were compassionate to help those that were 
tragically unemployed. But at the same time, we initiated 
programs and restored the confidence of the American 
people in their economic system. And the net result was, 
we have come out of this recession. 

You may have heard me say that we have regained 
4 million jobs in the last 18 months. That is true. You have 
heard me say perhaps that we have 88 million people 
working today—an alltime high—and that is true. 

You may have heard Mr. Carter say the other day in 
the debate that we had more people unemployed than 
any day since the Depression of the thirties. That is true. 

But there is one point I think we have to make in alli 
honesty; it is historically accurate. As he alleged, or said, 
in the 1950s, the early 1950’s, we had a low unemploy- 
ment rate. That is accurate. But let me point out, at that 
time we had 3,500,000 young men and women in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, and a good share 
of them were overseas. 

At the present time, we have 2,100,000 young men 
and women in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. 
That is 1,400,000 less than we had 18 to 20 months ago. 


I think we can whip the problem of unemployment. 
We can have a healthy economy. We can still have an all- 
volunteer military force, and we don’t have to be engaged 
in a military conflict. The way to solve unemployment is 
by stimulating the free enterprise system with tax incen- 
tives, tax reduction. We don’t have to put young men in 
uniform to solve the problem of unemployment in 
America. 

As I said, we have an all-volunteer Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marines, and they are good, they are career 
people. And we are strong because we have the right 
weapons systems, good leadership, outstanding young peo- 
ple, and they are volunteer recruits. And I can say with 
great pride that the United States is at peace. Not a 
single young American is fighting or dying on any foreign 
battlefield tonight, and they won't. 

But now that we have turned things around—and I 
happen to think the American people in this great coun- 
try have made incredible progress in the last 2 years— 
but now we have new opportunities. 

Here is where I think we ought to focus in the next 2 
years, the next 4 years. We ought to focus on trying to 
improve the quality of life for our 215 million Americans. 
What does that mean? It means first that we want an 


economic environment so that people who want to work 
will have a job. 
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I am not going to argue about statistics. The only cri- 
terion by which I judge whether we are doing a good 
job or not is that the time must come where every young 
American who wants to work will have a job in America. 
One of the things that makes America great is the capa- 
bility and the fact that so many Americans own their 
own home. 

I saw some figures just the other day that some 60 to 65 
percent of the people in America own their own home or 
are in the process of buying it. Let me say, having said 
that, I am not going to take away the deductibility of 
interest payments on your income tax returns. 

But how do we stimulate the capability, particularly 
for the young, to get a new home? Just the other day the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Carla 
Hills, announced a 50-percent reduction in down pay- 
ments. That is vital for the young people who are trying 
to make their first investment. 

Many of the loaning institutions are beginning to un- 
dertake the kind of mortgages, so that in the early days 
of a mortgage the monthly payments are less when the 
earning capacity is smaller, and the monthly payments 
increase as one’s earning capacity increases. I think that 
is an imaginative approach. 

But the best thing we can do for those that want to buy 
a house is to see to it that we win the battle against infla- 
tion, and we can do that by cutting the rate of growth of 
Federal spending, as we tried to. 

In January, I submitted a budget to the Congress 


‘ where instead of having an 1|1-percent rate of growth in 


Federal spending, as we had had for the last 10 years, we 
tried to cut it in half to 5 or 54 percent. We were quite 
successful. We should have been more so. 

I vetoed 66 bills in my best effort to put a little bit of 
pressure on that big-spending Congress up there. I might 
say parenthetically, that saved the taxpayers about $9 
billion or, if you average it out, about $200 per family 
in the United States. 

But the main point is, jobs, housing, health care—I 
don’t believe you have to federalize health care in the 
United States to maintain or to improve the health care 
of the American people in this society in which we live. 

The problem of crime—when I became President in 
1974, the rate of crime in America was about 18 percent— 
unbelievable. In 1975, it was cut back 50 percent to 9 
percent. That is still too high. But the encouraging news 
is that in the first 6 months of 1976, the rate of increase 
is 3 percent, and we have had significant reduction in 
some of the more serious areas of crime. 

Let me tell you one way in which we have tried to 
solve the problem. All the experts tell us there is a group 
in our society—hardened criminals, professional crimi- 
nals—they impose upon all of us law-abiding people a 
very high percentage of the crime committed in America. 
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So, we have in the last 12 months had a-career criminal 
program. It has resulted in a significant number of hard- 
ened career criminals being apprehended, convicted—95 
percent of them have gone to jail, and that is where they 
belong, and that is where they better stay. 

One further comment that I think is something all of 
us ought to really think about: Statements have been 
made that America is not respected anymore; America’s 
role in the world is not what it ought to be; that our leader- 
ship is less than it should be. Let me take one or two 
examples. 

Do you realize that in the last 2 weeks all seven Nobel 
Prizes for physics, chemistry, economics, et cetera—every 
one of them went to an American for the first time in the 
history of the Nobel Prizes being awarded. I think that 
is a pretty good record. 

And let me add, in the opportunities that I have had 
to negotiate with adversaries and to work with allies, 
the allies are honored to be associated with us; the adver- 
saries respect us. They respect the 215 million Americans. 
They respect the kind of government, the kind of freedom 
that we have in America, and they know that the Ameri- 
can people, when the chips are down, are united in the 
feeling that we have for the blessing of America. They 
know that America is strong militarily, economically, in- 
dustrially, but most important, morally and spiritually. 

So, whether it is allies wanting to be associated with us 
or adversaries who respect us and will not challenge us, 
every American in this country can be proud of our his- 
tory and can be proud of the things that we are going to 
do to make that vision of our forefathers a reality in the 
third century of America’s great history. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. In his opening remarks, 
he referred to Arch Boe, chairman of the board of the company. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Schaumburg, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at Woodfield Shopping Mall. 
October 26, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Jim Thompson, the next 
Governor of the great State of Illinois: 

It is great to be here in this wonderful plaza and to 
have the opportunity of being on the platform not only 
with Jim Thompson but my good friend and your first- 
class outstanding United States Senator, Chuck Percy. 

But let me add, we have here two former colleagues 
of mine in the House of Representatives who I hope and 


trust that you will strongly support, Phil Crane and Sam 
Young. 

And let me add one other point: Jim Thompson can’t 
do the job alone in running the State of Illinois the way 
you want it run. He has an outstanding State ticket, and 
I hope you will pull that lever and go right down the line 
for that State ticket to help Jim Thompson do the job? 

I can’t imagine a more wonderful way to end a beau- 
tiful day in the State of Illinois than to come to this plaza 
and see so many wonderful people who are going to sup- 
port Jerry Ford for President. Let me extend to every 
one of you a special invitation to come to Washington, 
D.C., next January 20 to participate in the inauguration 
of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole as President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

As we come to the final countdown in this great elec- 
tion that will determine the direction of this country for 
the next 4 years and will determine the direction perhaps 
of the next century in America, I want each and every 
one of you to know where I stand. I stand on your side 
for limited government, for fiscal responsibility, for rising 
prosperity, for lower taxes, for military strength, for peace 
in the world. And may I say, aren’t we proud that not a 
single young American is fighting or dying on foreign soil 
tonight. As your President, we will keep it that way for 
the next 4 years. 

After so many years of runaway growth in Federal 
spending, I submitted a budget last January in which I 
cut the rate of growth in Federal spending by over half. 
I have held the line on Government spending with 66 
vetoes and saved you, the hard-pressed American tax- 
payers, more than $9 billion. 

Those 66 vetoes saved each American family $200 in 
Federal spending, and that is progress by any standard. 
Because I have not been afraid to say no to excessive 
spending, we will submit a balanced budget for the Fed- 
eral Government in 1978, and we will have another tax 
reduction for the American taxpayer in the meantime. 

My icea of tax reform is tax reduction. I proposed 
raising your personal income exemption from $750 to 
$1,000. What does that mean to a family of five—three 
children, a husband, and a wife? Let’s bring it right down 
to practicalities. 


That means if Congress had done its job, next April 
when the head of the family would have made out that 
return, that taxpayer could have taken $1,250 more in 
personal exemption. Congress didn’t do it. We are going 
to get them next year. If they don’t do it next year, we will 
go after them the next year, and if they don’t do it then, 
we will go after them in the next election in 1978. 

After so many years of uncontrolled inflation, we have 
cut the rate of inflation in half in the past 2 years and we 
will do even better in the next 2 years, in the next 4 years. 
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After the worst economic recession in 40 years, we have 
added 4 million jobs to the American economy in the last 
18 months, not by creating dead-end jobs at. the tax- 
payer’s expense, but by stimulating jobs with a future in 
the private economy where five out of the six jobs exist 
today. 

Too many people are still out of work. We are not satis- 
fied with the progress that we have made, but more 
Americans were working in 1976 than ever before in the 
history of this great country—nearly 88 million people 
gainfully employed, and we should be proud of it. 

That is a tremendous improvement over where we were, 
and we are going to do better in the future. After suffering 
a tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years ago, America has 
had its faith restored in the White House itself. My 
administration has been open, candid, forthright, straight- 
forward, and we are going to keep it that way in the next 
4 years. 

In every field, America is on the move, on the march. 
We have made an incredible comeback in the past 2 years 
and we are not through yet. You can believe me when I 
say that this Nation is sound, this Nation is secure, this 
Nation is on the way to a better quality of life for all 
Americans, and this administration has earned the trust 
of the American people for the next 4 years, and we won’t 
let you down. 

My record is one of progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance, not promises. Listen to this very carefully. We do not 
need government to do everything for us or to tell us 
everything we can or cannot do. We have a great reservoir 
of talent and industry in this country, and it is not all 
concentrated on the banks of the Potomac. It is right here 
in Illinois, in Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, and the 
other 45 or 46 States. 

Jimmy Carter says that the United States of America 
is not respected anymore. This week America made a clean 
sweep of Nobel prizes for economics, chemistry, physics, 
medicine, and literature. This is the first time in the history 
of Nobel prizes that a single country has been the home 
of all of these winners. That doesn’t sound like a second- 
rate operation to me. Does it to you? 

I am proud to be a citizen of this great country and I 
kind of gather you are, too. We have our problems, but 
in the past 2 years, we have come a long, long way. At 
home and abroad, we are putting our old differences aside. 
We are putting our old problems behind us and healing 
our wounds. It is a record that I am proud to run on, a 
record the people of Illinois and concerned citizens 
throughout America—Democrats, Independents, Repub- 
licans—will support on November 2, and we are going 
to win. 


Give me your mandate and we will reduce the growth 
of government still more. Give me your mandate, and we 
will ensure the integrity of the Social Security system. 
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We will improve Medicare so that our older citizens can 
enjoy the health and the happiness that they have so richly 
earned. There is no reason why they should have to go 
broke just to get well. 

Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family home, 
the family farm, the family business, that will give busi- 
ness tax incentives to build new plants, to modernize old 
ones, and to create more jobs. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation with 
pride on the path of peace through strength, and we will 
live in peace and freedom in the United States of America. 

I have no fear for the future for America. The future 
is our friend, and as we go forward together, I promise 
you once more—as I promised you before—to uphold the 
Constitution, to do what is right, as God gives me to see 
the right, and to do the very best I can for America. God 
helping me, I will not let you down, and let me conclude 
by saying I love you. 

Thank you. Good night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:11 p.m. on the Grand Concourse 


of the shopping mall. As printed above, his remarks follow the text 
of the White House press release. 


Radio Address on America’s 
Senior Citizens 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over the 
Mutual Radio Network. October 27, 1976 


I want to talk to you today about some of the most re- 
markable people in this country. These people brought us 
from the horse and buggy era to the space age, from wide- 
spread illiteracy to the finest educational system in the 
world, from the threat of many crippling and killing dis- 
eases to the cure for those diseases, from the early days 
of the telegraph to instant global communication, from a 
largely rural Nation to the greatest industrial power in 
the history of mankind. 


These remarkable people, who have done so much for 
our country, are now America’s senior citizens. I believe 
that advancing years should not mean retreating from an 
active, enjoyable, productive life—a life of security and 
dignity. Older Americans have some special problems 
which concern us all. 

First, let’s talk about inflation. Many of our older citi- 
zens live on retirement income. Inflation is the deadliest 
enemy of those fixed incomes. When inflation goes up, our 
retired workers suffer the most. That is one important rea- 
son I am absolutely determined to win the fight against 
inflation. That is why I have vetoed 66 extravagant bills 












1614 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


sent to the Oval Office by a reckless Congress, and why I 
am proud to say we cut inflation from 12 percent to less 
than 5 percent in the last 2 years. 

Second, older Americans are concerned about the in- 
tegrity of the social security system. Social security bene- 
fits are funds that have been earned by retired workers. 
The Federal Government is legally and morally bound to 
make sure that the fund is secure. The Social Security 
Fund is now paying out more than it takes in. As long as 
that condition exists, the integrity of social security is en- 
dangered. We must take firm steps to erase this danger, 
steps which I proposed last January but which Congress 
has refused to follow. With your help and your support, we 
can make the next Congress see the light. 

Third, older Americans are concerned about rising med- 
ical and hospital costs. I have proposed a health insurance 
program to cover all but the first $750 of the cost of treat- 
ment for a catastrophic or prolonged illness. There is no 
reason a lifetime of savings should be lost to pay medical 
bills. There is no reason older Americans should have to go 
broke just to get well. 


Fourth, older Americans are concerned about crime. I 
believe greater emphasis should be placed on protecting 
the potential victim of crime. The career criminal pro- 
gram, which I initiated in several key cities last year, iden- 
tifies habitual criminals, sets up special prosecution pro- 
cedures, and in 95 percent of the cases, results in the con- 
viction of those brought to trial with prison sentences that 
average more than 20 years. 

Finally, older Americans are concerned with the moral 
direction of our country. They believe, as I do, that we 
are only as strong as the moral foundations on which we 
stand. They believe, as I do, that private morality and pub- 
lic service can—and must—go hand-in-hand. Older 
Americans have given us everything we have. They have 
made this country what it is today. I invite them, and all 
Americans, to join me on November 2, as we begin a new 
generation of freedom for America. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released at Arlington Heights, 
Ill. 


Atlantic City, New Jersey 


The President’s Remarks With Reporters at the 
National Aviation Facilities Experimental Center. 
October 27, 1976 


THE PresmENT. It is great to be in sunny New Jersey. 
We left the snowy banks of Illinois this morning, so it is 
nice to be here. 


It is always a great pleasure for somebody in politics 
to be able to correct the record. I understand one of the 


members of the opposition ticket was in New Jersey, may- 
be in this area, a few days ago, and made some inaccu- 
rate statements about the National Aviation Facilities 
Experimental Center. I know a little bit about that. 

I was here in March of 1974, and at that time, Senator 
Case and the then Congressman Charlie Sandman had 
briefed me very fully about the deep concern of the peo- 
ple of this area for the possibility of a movement, or clos- 
ing of this famous facility in this part of the State. 

I went back to Washington, looked into it, and we 
started the action which culminated in my decision, as 
President, to keep the facility here. And it had been con- 
templated, or at least talked about, being transferred from 
here to Oklahoma. It is here because I made the decision 
to keep it here. And I am glad to report that as a result 
of Secretary of Transportation Coleman’s analysis, he 
has recommended, and the Ford administration has de- 
cided, to put $50 million into this facility here in this area. 

So any allegations by anybody—for political benefit— 
to the contrary is just inaccurate. The facts are the Ford 
administration is keeping it here, a $50-million decision, 
which will lead to about 1,800 construction jobs and it 
will also lead to about 2,000 more jobs in the facility 
itself as it expands. So I want that record clear and very 
well understood. The Ford administration did it. 

Now, I would be glad to answer a few questions. May 
I first get some questions from the local press? Any ques- 
tions? 

Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter says that your poli- 
tical organization is slandering he and his family by pub- 
lishing a cartoon in the Heartland PFC publication, in the 
Midwest, showing him holding a Bible in one hand and a 
Playboy Magazine in the other. Is that the kind of adver- 
tising you would sanction? 

THE PresweNT. It is my understanding that every- 
thing in that pamphlet was in the public domain. It was 
nothing that was generated by the President Ford Com- 
mittee. It was material that was already published by 
other sources in the public domain. 


Q. Including the cartoon? 
THE PRESIDENT. Yes, it is. That is true. 


Q. Mr. President, in a town that is a week away from a 
statewide referendum on gambling, just for Atlantic City 
—this is strictly for Atlantic City—do you have anything 
to say on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a decision, of course, for the 
voters of this area or the State of New Jersey. Although 
I have reservations about legalized gambling, I would 
not want to interject myself into a strictly local issue. 

Q. Mr. President, how would you assess your chances 
now, sir? Do you think you have it locked up? 

Tue Preswent. I think we have lots of momentum. 
The traveling press that have seen the wonderful crowds 
we have had in California, in Oregon, in Washington, 
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culminating in an unbelievable, fantastic crowd in Chi- 
cago last night of about 40,000 to 50,000, can’t help but 
be impressed with the fact that we have the momentum. 

It reminds me just a bit of the kind of momentum 
that one of my idols, a Democrat, Harry Truman, experi- 
enced in the final days of his campaign. We have the 
momentum going; the people are interested; and I think 
we are going to surprise some folks. 

Q. Mr. President, why is it that you only made a strong 
statement about the Nixon administration in response to 
a question—you never made that on your own-—about 
the imperial White House? 

THE PresiwenT. Well, I was asked last night the dif- 
ference between the Ford administration and the Nixon 
administration, and I made the very accurate comment 
that the Ford administration is not an imperial Presidency. 
We don’t have the ceremony and the pomp and the dic- 
tatorial attitude. As a matter of fact, I have significantly 
reduced the power and authority of the White House staff, 
and we have turned decisionmaking over to responsible 
people like the Secretary of Transportation, Bill Coleman, 
to the Attorney General, to the Secretary of HUD. 

The White House performs the function that was set 
up in the Constitution. And we believe that an imperial 
Presidency is not in conformity with my own personal 
ideas, nor is it in conformity with what I think our 
Founding Fathers believed. 

Q. Mr. President, in your last comment on the ques- 
tion of the Patman investigation, you said that you had 
been cleared by the committees and the Attorney Gen- 
eral. Now it turns out that the Attorney General made 
the most cursory examination—-he didn’t even talk to 
Mr. Timmons. Can you comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have full faith in the total integrity 
of the Attorney General, Mr. Edward Levi, and his de- 
cision, I think, fully and completely ends that matter. 

Q. Do you think the case is closed on that, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 

THE Preswent. I have full confidence in the Attorney 
General. He is a man of great integrity. I think he has 
done a good job, and I am sure the decision he made is 
the right one. 

Q. Mr. President, as it stands right now, Eugene 
McCarthy will be on the New York State ballot next 
Tuesday. If this decision is made final, how will this af- 
fect the fight for New York State’s 41 electoral votes? 

THE Presivent. | am really not the best judge of that. 
Eugene McCarthy is a very fine person. I have known 
him ever since both he and I took the oath of office on 
January 3, 1949. We came to the Congress simultane- 
ously. Gene McCarthy has made a very excellent record 
in the House of Representatives and in the Senate. He 
ought to be on the ballot under State law where it is 
permitted, and I think the people of New York or else- 
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where ought to have a chance to vote for him if they 
feel it is the right decision. 

Thank you all very much. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. As printed above, this 
item follows the text of the White House press release. 


Atlantic City, New Jersey 


The President’s Remarks on the Boardwalk. 
October 27, 1976 


Fritz Haneman, Senator Case, Mayor Lazarow: 

May I say I am deeply grateful to Dorothy and her 
warm welcome. She comes from Minnesota; that is 
Gopher country. I come from Michigan, and that is 
Wolverine country. And when a Gopher and a Wolverine 
get together, boy, you can’t beat ’em. 

But I do want to recognize Charlie Sandman, Tom 
Cain, Web Todd. And I have two very close and very 
dear friends who have been traveling with me for the 
last several days, people you know, people you respect, 
and people that I admire, respect, and appreciate. First, 
I want to introduce to you Joe Garagiola. 

I was going to introduce former Democratic Congress- 
woman Edith Green, who was, I think, one of the out- 
standing Members of the House of Representatives for 19 
years. While we were in the Congress together, she was 
on the Democratic side and I was on the Republican 
side. But I understand that somewhere between the plane 
and here, Edith didn’t quite make it. I understand that 
she is not feeling well. But she has been campaigning 
with us and, believe me, to have that kind of superb sup- 
port from a really outstanding Member of the Congress 
on the Democratic side, I am deeply grateful and very 
appreciative. 

Now let me say it is great to be back in New Jersey. 
I was here a week or 10 days ago. When I was here 
several weeks ago, I saw a sign that said “Jersey loves 
Jerry.” It has gotten bigger since I was here before— 
[Laughter|—but let me say that Jerry loves Jersey, and 
I mean it from the bottom of my heart. 

It seems that the enthusiasm in New Jersey has got- 
ten even greater than it was when I was here a few weeks 
ago. But let me give you all a special invitation, because 
I know that we are going to carry New Jersey, we are 
going to win the election. But I invite each and every 
one of you to come to Washington on January 20, 1977, 
to be there for the inauguration of Jerry Ford and Bob 
Dole. 

As we come to the final days, really, of this great cam- 
paign, I want to reiterate where I stand. I stand on your 
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side for limited government, for fiscal responsibility, for 
rising prosperity, for lower taxes, for military strength 
that will keep the peace in the world. And may I say 
with great emphasis, not a single young American is 
fighting or dying on foreign soil today, and we are proud 
of it. 

After so many years where the defense of this country 
was shortchanged by the Congress, I proposed the two 
largest defense appropriations in the history of the United 
States. And I convinced the Congress in this last year that 
it was good policy, that it was necessary, so that when 
the United States meets any challenge in negotiation or 
otherwise, we have the capability, we have the where- 
withal so that the United States is number one. It is today, 
and we are going to keep it that way. 

After so many years of runaway inflation, let me say 
that we have made significant progress. We have reduced 
the rate of inflation from over 12 percent to less than 6 per- 
cent. And I pledge to you in the next 4 years, we are 
going to do better and we are really going to win the 
battle against inflation in this government. 

After so many years of runaway growth in Federal 
spending, I submitted a budget last January that cut the 
rate of growth in Federal spending by over 50 percent. 
I held the line on Government spending with 66 vetoes 
and saved you, the hard-pressed taxpayers of this country, 
about $9 billion-plus, which means for each family, a 
$200 saving in Federal spending. And that is progress. 

Because I haven’t been afraid to say no to those who 
want to spend and spend, it will be possible for me to 
submit, in 1978, a balanced Federal budget. And we will 
have another tax reduction at the same time. 

I think you in the great State of New Jersey know how 
risky it is when a candidate says one thing on the cam- 
paign trail and then does something else when he gets in 
public office in reference to taxes. You learned what it 
is like when a candidate faces the voters with a promise 
and then turns his back on them after the election and 
after the inauguration. You will learn with every dollar 
that you pay for your State income tax here in the State 
of New Jersey. 

There is a good alternative to that kind of political 
acrobatics. You know where I stand. I am for the little 
taxpayer and I am against the big tax spender. 

My idea of tax reform is tax reduction. I proposed 
last year, an increase in the personal exemption from $750 
to $1,000. What does that mean for a family of five— 
three children, husband, and wife? If Congress had had 
the wisdom to go along with it, you, as taxpayers next 
April, would have been able to sit down when you make 
out that return, and that family of five would have been 
able to have a $1,250 increase in your personal exemption. 

Now, Congress wasn’t smart enough to do anything 
about it. But let me tell you, I am going to submit that to 


the Congress next year. And if they don’t do it next year, 
we will go back at them again. And if they don’t do it in 
1978, we will go to the voters of America and we will beat 
those people who won’t give you that kind of a tax reduc- 
tion. The middle-income taxpayer in this country, for too 
long a time, has been shortchanged, and we are going to 
change that in the Congress, beginning in January of 1977, 

Now, let me say, we have faced the worst recession in the 
last 40 years in the last 18 months. We have had unem- 
ployment that was far too high. But at the same time, let 
me say on the affirmative side, we have created 4 million 
more jobs and we have 88 million American people work- 
ing today—an all-time high—and we have achieved this 
not by deadend taxpayer-paid jobs, but by jobs primarily 
in the private sector where five out of the six jobs are to- 
day. And as we move ahead in the next few months under 
the Ford administration, we are going to have more jobs. 
We are going to have more jobs in the private sector, be- 
cause we are going to stimulate the economy with tax re- 
ductions for you and for business. And that is the way we 
are goirig to make America prosperous, the way you want 
it. 

Two years ago, the American people suffered a tragic 
betrayal of public trust. America, I think we can say, with 
full confidence, has had its faith restored in the White 
House. My administration has been open, candid, forth- 
right, speaking right straight from the shoulder, and I 
promise you, I pledge to you, we are going to keep it that 
way in the next 4 years. 

In every field, America is on the move, on the march. 
This Nation is sound, this Nation is secure, this Nation has 
an opportunity for a better quality of life. And this admin- 
istration has earned the trust of the American people for 
the next 4 years. I can say with a clear conscience, my rec- 
ord is one of promise—progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance, not promises. 

Yes, we have had our problems, but in the last 2 years, 
we have come a long, long way. At home as well as abroad, 
we are putting our old differences aside, we are putting our 
old problems behind us, healing our wounds, and I am 
proud to be a citizen of this great country. And I look 
around this wonderful audience and I think every one of 
you are proud to be an American right now. 

So, as we come to the final countdown, give me your 
mandate and we will reduce the rate of growth of the 
Federal Government. 

Give me your mandate and we will insure the integrity 
of our social security system. We will improve Medicare 
so that our older citizens can enjoy the health and the 
happiness that they have so richly earned. There is no 
reason why they should have to go broke just to get well, 
and they won’t under the Ford administration. 


Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family home, 
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the family business, the family farm, that will give busi- 
ness the tax incentives to build new plants, to modernize, 
to create more jobs for America. 

Give me your mandate on November 2 ail we will 
lead this country on the paths of peace through strength, 
and we will live in peace and freedom in the United 
States of America in the first 4 years of our third century. 

I have no fear for the future of the United States. For 
America the future is a friend. And as we go forward to- 
gether, I promise you once more, as I promised you be- 
fore, to uphold the Constitution, to do what is right as 
God gives me the right to see the right, and to do the very 
best that I can for America. God helping me, I won’t let 
you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12 noon in front of the Haddon Hall 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred to Howard F. Haneman, 
Atlantic County Republican Party chairman, Senator Clifford P. 
Case, of New Jersey, Mayor Joseph Lazarow, of Atlantic City, and 
Dorothy Benham, Miss America: 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Atlantic City, New Jersey 


The President’s Remarks at the State Meeting of the 
New Jersey School Boards Association. 
October 27, 1976 


Mr. Schwartz, Senator Cliff Case, distinguished members 
and guests of the New Jersey School Board Association: 

First, let me express my deep gratitude and appreciation 
for Cliff Case, a long and close friend of mine, for joining 
me here on this occasion. I had hoped to bring a long- 
standing friend of education with me this morning. She 
was on the plane, but didn’t feel—we have been working 
her prety hard—that she could get here. But I am sure 
many of you know former Congresswoman Edith Green, 
of Oregon. She wanted me to express to all of you her best 
wishes to you and to the educational system in this great 
State of New Jersey. 

It is a great privilege and pleasure to join you, the 
largest school board association in the whole United States, 
as you consider some of the very serious challenges that 
face you in your responsibilities. Our Nation has, as I 
understand it, about 105,000 school board members, the 
largest group of elected officials in this whole country. 

You are, because of your responsibilities, a tremendous, 
creative force in our society, and I congratulate you. You 
serve without pay, but you carry tremendous responsi- 
bilities for the betterment of America. I think you do a 
great job. Congratulations. 

You and all the school board members represent really 
the essence of democracy. For young Americans, you rep- 
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resent the first contact that they have with formal gov- 
ernment. School board members, elected or chosen under 
the system in each community responsible for the educa- 
tion of young people within that community, are funda- 
mental and unique to our country’s system of education. 
The local control that you represent is not only an Amer- 
ican tradition, it makes awfully good sense. 

Educational problems, as well as educational priori- 
ties, are different not only between States but within in- 
dividual States. Firsthand experience gives you the special 
sensitivity to understand the concerns of the people that 
you represent and to respond to them in an affirmative 
way. 

You may remember how I dealt with a recent Federal 
ruling that would have prohibited father and son, mother 
and daughter school events. Let me assure you, I will 
stay on guard against such unwarranted Federal intru- 
sion into community affairs. I am a firm believer—and 
have been all of my political life—in local control of 
community schools. The course of American education 
must be chartered in our Nation’s communities, not in 
Washington, D.C. 

In the past decade, America has responded to the 
problems of education with a wide variety of Federal 
programs designed to meet special and specific needs 
through assistance to State and local school agencies. Each 
new program was aimed at educational problems of par- 
ticular segments of our population. As a result, the 
proliferation of narrow, categorical programs has caused 
confusion, duplication, as well as waste. Local citizens 
and administrators are buried under an avalanche of 
forms, applications, and reports, generated by no less than 
110 separate and frequently overlapping Federal aid 
to education programs. 

I think it is unbelievable—and I certainly under- 
stand those hard working administrators—but it must 
seem to them as if the explosion of knowledge is only ex- 
ceeded by the explosion of paperwork. [Laughter] 

As President, the first piece of major legislation that I 
signed, shortly over 2 years ago, was the Omnibus Edu- 
cation Act. It improved the distribution of Federal edu- 
cation funds. It unclogged the administration of Federal 
education programs. 

Earlier this month, I was very pleased to sign the Edu- 
cation Amendments of 1976. These amendments will 
make it possible for State and local school officials to 
participate more actively in the planning of Federally sup- 
ported education programs, especially in the field of 
vocational education. 

These have been moves in the right direction, but in a 
major proposal I sent to the Congress in March of 1976, 
I urged the further consolidation of Federal education 
programs in the interest of service to local schools, effec- 
tive administration, as well as economy. 

Under this proposal—and it was encouraging that most 
State school administrators with whom I talked person- 
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ally strongly favored it, and many local school officials 
with whom I met and discussed it with personally favored 
it—it would have consolidated 24 categorical grants into 
a single block grant. 

The States, the communities—not some well-inten- 
tioned but not locally oriented bureaucrat in Washing- 
ton—would decide how this money would best help their 
schools, That is what we really want—the money to go 
to your school districts directly with a minimum of red- 
tape as far as Washington, D.C., is concerned. 

This proposal, which I have tried to describe in very 
general terms, recognizes and enhances the important role 
of school board members like yourself. Within certain, 
very broad guidelines, each State would establish its own 
plan for spending Federal education funds. It would be 
required to take your views into account in establish- 
ing the structures and the procedures for drawing up 
that plan. Furthermore, each State plan for spending Fed- 
eral funds would have to provide that at least 75 percent 
of the funds supplied are passed through to local educa- 
tion agencies. 

Since I made this block grant proposal, some positive 
suggestions have come forward from the working people 
in the educational system of this country that I think will 
improve it. And I firmly suggest to you that in January 
of this year, we will submit it again with those improve- 
ments, and I hope the Congress responds. 

But whatever the final form—and I am sure with the 
reaction from the educational organizations and educa- 
tional leaders—I am certain that it will be a great im- 
provement in the delivery of Federal aid to education and 
to community control of community schools. 


So I urge the kind of cooperation that I know I can 
get, the Congress can get, so that we can all work to- 
gether, because each and every one of us is totally dedi- 
cated to a better and better educational opportunity for 
all of our children. 


In spite of my conviction that Federal spending must be 
held in check—and I hold that very deeply—I have, be- 
cause of my strong personal dedication to American 
schools, urged that Federal aid to education actually be 
increased. My block grant program, which I described 
just a moment ago, did call for increased spending in each 
of the 3 fiscal years after its enactment. 

But let me point out another area of deep mutual con- 
cern, At Ohio State University 2 years ago—and every 
time somebody from Michigan mentions Ohio State we 
have to be a little careful—[/aughter]|—he [I] urged that 
the transition from the world of education to the world of 
work, a crucial juncture in the life of every single individ- 
ual, and [had] to be explored. I said at that time, at a 
commencement address at Columbus, that the Nation 
needs new ways to bring the world of work and the world 
of institutions of education together. The United States 
Office of Education and the Departments of Commerce 


and Labor, private industry and private business, have 
responded to my challenge in a very encouraging way. 

In the past 2 years, scores of programs have been de- 
veloped to help high school students prepare for very 
worthwhile occupations while completing their educa- 
tion. These developments are new, they are exciting, they 
are inviting, and they are a fine, fine example of how 
government as a helpful servant, rather than a meddling 
master in the area of education, can be constructive. 

This is the sort of cooperative new effort that is needed 
across the whole education spectrum. School board mem- 
bers, parents, teachers, religious leaders, Government of- 
ficials, businessmen—we all have to work together to 
meet the educational challenges of America’s third 
century. 

We had a wonderful celebration on July 4, and a new 
spirit seemed to be generated or exposed in America on 
that great day. I hope and trust, and I firmly believe, that 
that spirit will continue in our third century to give to all 
of us and those that follow, not only the vision of what we 
want—freedom, liberty, responsibility—but will give us 
the opportunity to make that dream a reality. 

As I close, I pledge my cooperation and my continuing 
effort on behalf of American education, With your sup- 
port, I will keep working to untie the redtape that binds 
you, to continue our American tradition of local educa- 
tion control, to see that Americans are well-educated and 
that America is well-prepared for this exciting future that 
I foresee. 

It has been a pleasure and a very high honor to have 
the opportunity of joining you this morning, and I thank 
you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. at the Haddon Hall 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred to Lawrence J. Schwartz, 
president of the New Jersey School Boards Association. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Dinner. October 27, 1976 


Bill Simon, the great Secretary of the Treasury; my good 
friend and your great Senator, Senator Hugh Scott; my 
good friend, and again your great Senator, Dick 
Schweiker; your next Senator, John Heinz; a very fine 
former colleague of mine in the House of Representa- 
tives, Larry Coughlin: 

I am here to first express my deep appreciation for the 
wonderful job that all of you did under the leadership 
of Drew Lewis at the time of the convention in Kansas 
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City. I want to thank Drew. I want to thank Dr. Ethel 
Allen. I want to thank all of you who did such a wonder- 
ful job. Thank you very, very much. 

But I add very quickly, it has been wonderful to come 
to the State of Pennsylvania, or the Commonwealth, I 
should say. Like yesterday, I was in Pittsburgh early in 
the morning, and who was right at my side? Dick 
Schweiker. I appreciate that kind of loyalty, that kind of 
cooperation. That is what we are getting in Pennsylvania. 

In Kansas City, I said that we were not going to con- 
cede a single State, we would not concede a single vote, 
and we haven’t. We have campaigned the length and the 
breadth of this country, and the net result is we have the 
momentum going. We have the momentum going because 
we have the right programs, because we are appealing to 
the patriotic spirit, the faith that people in this great 
country have in their Nation, the kind of government that 
we have, 

And let me give you one or two things that I would like 
to use, or have you use, in the remaining days of this 
very critical campaign. There are many reasons why 
we can appeal to Independents, Democrats, Republicans. 
But there are two things that I think are almost over- 
riding. Peace—one of the greatest achievements of this 
administration is the fact that we have peace and not a 
single young American is fighting or dying on any foreign 
soil tonight. And we have the military strength and the 
diplomatic skill to keep it that way in the next 4 years, and 
we will, 

It would be tragic if the military strength that we have 
was in any way eroded by suggestions by some that we 
should slash $5-to-$7 billion away from those necessary 
funds from the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, 
because I can tell you, as one who has negotiated with 
our allies to strengthen our relationship, as one who has 
sat across the table negotiating with the leaders of adver- 
sary nations, it is so reassuring to know that when I say 
America is strong, America is united, we have the United 
State Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines standing ready 
to do a job. We can depend on them, and we are going to 
keep them number one. 

As I travel in many, many States, another overriding 
concern of the American people is that their tax burden 
is rising, locally and statewide. I can say—and look them 
right in the eye—and say to taxpayers in Oregon or 
California, New York or Pennsylvania, that President 
Ford recommended in January of last year a $28-billion 
tax reduction with a $28-billion restraint on Federal 
spending. 

Congress gave us half of both. They didn’t cut the 
rate of growth in Federal spending as much as they should 
have, as much as I proposed. They only gave the Ameri- 
can people half of the tax reduction that I recommended. 

But let me say this: We laid it on the line. We rec- 
ommended the best way to help the shortchanged middle- 
income taxpayer—and he has been given short shrift in 


the last 10 years—we recommended—and Bill Simon, I 
can recall very vividly saying, ““Mr. President, this is the 
way to do it” —we proposed that we increase the personal 
exemption from $750 to $1,000. Congress didn’t respond. 
I can’t understand it, but nevertheless they didn’t. 

But let’s take an example. This is what you can tell 
people as you campaign in Philadelphia or the surround- 
ing suburbs or anyplace else—that if Congress had done 
its job, a man who has a wife and three children, when he 
would make out his income tax returns next April, under 
President Ford’s plan he could have had for his five that 
he is accountable for—he would have had $1,250 more 
in personal examption. And that would have made a 
difference to that taxpayer. 

Now I make a pledge to you. Congress didn’t do the 
job. It is going to be on their shelf next January. When I 
submit the budget, the economic plan, we are going to 
recommend the same thing. And if they fail the American 
people again, we will put it on their platter in January 
of 1978. And if they fail again in the Congress, then we 
are going to the American people in that next election in 
1978, and we are going to beat those individuals in the 
Congress that don’t respond with the right kind of tax 
reduction. 

Well, those are the things—peace and a tax reduction. 

But now let’s talk about the new spirit I find in America, 
whether it is on the West Coast or the East Coast. The 
spark was really lighted here in Philadelphia on July 4. I 
am sure many of you attended the great ceremonies that 
we held in the city right here. 

The American people have been disillusioned. They lost 
faith and trust in their country, maybe in themselves. But 
we turned things around. We restored trust in the White 
House; we ended the war in Vietnam; we have been quite 
successful in battling inflation, from over 12 percent to 
under 6 percent; we have added 4 million jobs. 

But the main thing that happened on July 4 was there 
was a rebirth of spirit. The American people got that old 
patriotism back. Instead of fighting with one another, 
they got together. There is a new belief, not only in our 
form of government but in each other, and in themselves. 


And so America has made an incredible comeback. 
We have the momentum going, and I happen to believe 
that when the people go to those polls on November 2 
they are going to say “Jerry Ford, you did a good job. 
We want you to do it for the next 4 years.” 

So, I thank you all. I thank Billy Meehan, Bill Devlin, 
your two great Senators, your next Senator, Larry Cough- 
lin, all of you. We have 514 days to go. We can do it. 
Pennsylvania is crucial. Let’s make certain that the great 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania leads the pack so that 
we will have 4 good years under Jerry Ford. 

Thank you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. at the Philadelphia Civic 


Auditorium. As printed above, the item follows the text of the 
White House press release. 
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at Plymouth Meeting Mall. 
October 27, 1976 


Congressman Larry Coughlin, Senator Dick Schweiker, 
Congressman Bud Shuster, your good friend Bob Butera, 
and all of the other dignitaries here on the podium: 

It is wonderful to be in the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. I love you, and we are going to win. 

As I travel around the country, the crowds get bigger, 
the enthusiasm becomes even greater, but there is one 
thing I am an authority on; that is, the quality of the 
bands. Inside, you have the wonderful Journeying String 
band, the Plymouth White March band, and as I came 
in I couldn’t help but notice the fine music and the 
wonderful appearance of the Central Bucks Marching 
band, the North-South Marching Eagles, and the Sun 
Valley High School band. Thank you all. They are the 
best. Congratulations. I deeply appreciate them all being 
here. 

Let me be very straightforward with you tonight. It is 
great to be back in Pennsylvania. You have given me a 
wonderful welcome here. We had a wonderful welcome in 
Pittsburgh yesterday, and I thank all of the wonderful peo- 
ple from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the sup- 
port that we are going to get on November 2, and we are 
going to carry the Keystone State. 

I am going to extend to you a special invitation from 
Betty and myself. Come on down to Washington, D.C. 
January 20 and see the Ford-Dole ticket sworn in on 
Inauguration Day. 

As we come to the final countdown days—and we have 
just 6 days left—I want you to know where I stand. I 
stand on your side for limited government, for fiscal re- 
sponsibility, for rising prosperity, for military strength, 
for peace in the world. I remind each and every one of 
you that not a single young American is fighting or dying 
on any foreign battlefield tonight, and we are going to 
keep it that way. 

After so many, many years in which America’s de- 
fenses were shortchanged, I proposed the two largest 
defense outlays in the history of the United States. I was 
fortunate enough to convince the Congress of the United 
States not to slash and cut our defense appropriations in 
1976. 

After so many years of runaway growth in the Federal 
budget, I submitted a budget for this fiscal year which 
cut the rate of growth in Federal spending by one-half. 
I have held the line on Government spending with 66 
vetoes and saved you, the hard-pressed American tax- 
payer, $9 billion and each family in this country $200 in 
Federal spending. And we are going to do better next 
year because, as your President, I have not been afraid 


to say no to the big spenders in the Congress. We will sub- 
mit a balanced budget in 1978, and we will have another 
tax reduction for the American people in addition. 

My idea of tax reform is very simple—it is tax reduc- 
tion. I proposed last year, in January of 1976, that the 
Congress increase your personal exemption from $750 to 
$1,000. Let me be very specific. I am sure in this great 
group here tonight there are families where there are 
three children, a husband and a wife. If Congress had 
done its job, if Congress had done as I recommended, that 
family, next April, in making out their income tax return, 
would have had $1,250 more of tax exemption. Congress 
failed you. We are going to put it on their doorstep next 
January. If they don’t do it in 1977, we are going to sub- 
mit it in 1978, and if they don’t do it then, we will beat 
*em in the next election. 

I firmly believe that the middle-income taxpayer— 
which is about 50 percent of the American taxpayers— 
they have been shortchanged. Jerry Ford is on their side, 
and we are going to get that kind of tax reduction out of 
the next Congress, I pledge to you. 

Since I have been your President in August of 1974, 
we have cut the cost of inflation by one-half, and I pledge 
to you we will do even better in the next 4 years. 

After the worst recession in 40 years, we have added 4 
million jobs to the American economy in the last 2 years, 
not by creating dead-end taxpayer jobs but stimulating 
jobs with a future in the private economy. That is where 
we can make this country prosperous again. We will get 
tax reductions to get jobs, and we will get tax reductions 
so you will have more of your own money to spend for 
yourself and your family, and that is another pledge. 

We still have too many people out of work. We are not 
satisfied with the progress we have made but more Ameri- 
cans were on the job in 1976 than ever before in the his- 
tory of the United States—nearly 88 million—and that 
is a tremendous comeback from where we were just a year 
and a half ago. 


After the tragic betrayal of public trust 2 years ago, 
America has had its faith restored in the White House 
itself. My administration has been open, candid, forth- 
right, and straightforward, and we are going to keep it 
that way in the next 4 years under Jerry Ford. 

I can stand before this wonderful group in Plymouth 
Mall and say America is on the move, America is on the 
march, the Nation is sound, the Nation is secure. This 
Nation is on the way to a better quality of life for all 
Americans. This administration has earned the trust of 
the American people for the next 4 years. 

My record is one of progress, not platitudes; perform- 
ance, not promises. Yes, we have our troubles, but in the 
last 2 years, we have come a long, long way. We have 
made incredible progress, and we are going to make more 
in the next 4 years. 


Volume 12—Number 44 











PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1621 


Here at home we are putting our old differences aside, 
we are putting old problems behind us, and we are healing 
the wounds. I am proud to be a citizen of the great United 
States of America. I look out here and I know that every 
one of us are just as proud to be an American as I am. 

Since August of 1974, America has had a restoration 
of trust. We ended the war in Vietnam. We are making 
headway out of the recession. It is a record that I am 
proud to run on, a record the people of Pennsylvania and 
concerned citizens all across this Nation—Independents, 
Democrats, Republicans—will support this record on 
November 2. 

Give me your mandate and we will reduce the rate of 
growth of the Federal Government. Give me your man- 
date and we will ensure the integrity of the social security 
system; we will improve medicare so that our older citi- 
zens can enjoy the health and happiness they have so 
richly earned. There is no reason why they should have to 
go broke just to get well. And they won’t under a Ford 
administration. 

Give me your mandate and we will create a tax struc- 
ture that is fair to all, that will preserve the family in 
America, the family business, the family farm, that will 
give business the tax incentives to build new plants, to 
modernize old ones, and to create more jobs in America. 

Give me your mandate and I will lead this Nation on 
the path of peace through strength and we will live in 
peace, in freedom in the United States. 

I have no fear for the future of America. The future is 
a friend of America. As you and I go forward together, I 
promise you once more—as I promised you before—to 
uphold the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives 
me to see the right and to do the very best that I can for 
America. God helping me, I won’t let you down. 

Thank vou very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. As printed above, his remarks 
follow the text of the White House press release. 


Devon, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at the Valley Forge Music 
Fair. October 27, 1976 


Thank you all. Won’t you all sit down, please. 

Thank you very much, Faith, and thank all of you 
wonderful, dedicated, loyal Delaware County Republican 
workers and the tremendous senior citizens from this area. 

It is a high honor and a very rare privilege for me to 
have an opportunity to say a few words tonight. Of 
course, I am here to urge all of you to elect John Heinz 
your next United States Senator. And of course, I strongly 
urge you to make darned sure that John Kinney goes 


down to the House of Representatives. Of course, Dick 
Schulze and Bud Shuster—they did a great job, so make 
sure you send them back. 

I have never been to a political meeting where I occu- 
pied this kind of podium before. [Laughter] The last time 
I had spectators or participants or the public all around 
me was back when I was playing football at the University 
of Michigan. That was so long ago it was back when 
the ball was round. [Laughter] 

But let me say something, or make a suggestion. I have 
been in Pittsburgh yesterday, and I had the privilege and 
honor of being there with Dick Schweiker, who was with 
me at the J & L plant and was with me as I spoke to the 
Pittsburgh Economic Club. Dick has been traveling with 
me, and I want to express to him—and he is with me here 
tonight—my deep appreciation for your loyal and dedi- 
cated support. 

As I started to say, I would like to experiment tonight. 
As I said, this is a new format. For the next 15 minutes, 
I would like to hear a pin drop. I don’t want you to cheer 
if I say something that might inspire you. I hope you won’t 
moan or groan, and please don’t fall asleep. [Laughter] 

But I would like to talk very seriously and very straight 
from the shoulder, and let you refresh your memory, if 
you would, for just a moment. Go back to August of 1974. 
Naturally, I will never forget that occasion because on 
August 9 of that month, I was sworn in as President of 
the United States. 

America was in very deep trouble. Faith and confidence 
in the White House had been lost. I think there was an 
undercurrent of lack of faith, really, among 215 million 
Americans, in our government and our future. We cer- 
tainly were suffering the worst inflation since the turn of 
the century—over 12 percent. We were on the brink of the 
worst economic recession in 40 years, and we were still 
involved very substantially in Vietnam. 

I can recall very vividly after taking the oath of office 
in the East Room of the White House, and going with 
Betty to the Oval Office and saying to her that we had 
to stand tall and strong because we loved America, as 
all Americans do. But we had to find a way to put the 
ship on an even keel and to set a steady course. 

And slowly but surely—because the American people 
felt that they had a new trust in the White House itself, 
and that we weren’t going to panic and we weren’t going 
to try any quick fixes that sounded good but didn’t have 
any substance—so slowly but surely there was this resto- 
ration of confidence in America, its Government, its peo- 
ple, its principles, its aims, its objectives. 

People could begin to see that because we were doing 
the right thing in the economy, that the rate of growth 
of inflation was beginning to dampen down, that the 
dollar was not eroding as rapidly as it had in 1973 and 

1974. And although we were in a recession—unemploy- 
ment was going up and employment was going down— 
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they saw that we were doing fundamentally the right thing 
to get us out of the problems we were in. Then, of course, 
we left Vietnam, and our allies were reassured by the 
strength that we had in America and our adversaries saw 
that we meant business and we were going to be respected. 

So then, we started to move. And you could feel the 
new spirit that was generating in America. And you, in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, probably partici- 
pated more directly because of the Bicentennial affairs 
that took place in Philadelphia. 

But wasn’t that a wonderful experience for all Ameri- 
cans that we could celebrate our 200th birthday with a 
rejuvenation, a rebirth, the spirit that our forefathers 
developed when they put this country together 200 years 
ago—13 colonies, less than 3 million people. 

But they faced adversity and they came out of it and 
gave us this blessing, that on the Fourth of July, after all 
our troubles, America seemed to be on the move again. 
There had been this incredible feeling that faith had been 
restored, that progress was on its way; and we could 
look down the road with real vision, a vision of achieve- 
ment, that we could not only read about history, but we 
could make history in our third century. 

Now we have a great election, a great election that is 
just 514 days away, really. It is the first election of a 
President in our third century. It is an election that will 
undoubtedly make a difference in the course that America 
takes not only for the next 4 years, but for the next 
century. 

You know what the differences are, but let me talk 
about what I foresee as what will be done in the next 4 
years if I have the opportunity to be your President. We 
have gotten most of our past troubles out of the way, so 
we can begin to have some things done that will be an 
added element to the quality of life that we have here in 
America. 

What do we want? We certainly want a job for every 
American who wants to work. We are not going to argue 
about statistics. I want the kind of a society where the 
free enterprise system makes it possible for any American 
who wants to work to get a job, and we are going to 
achieve that objective in the next 4 years. 

But the quality of life not only depends on the job but 
it depends on the home, the family. The housing industry 
has been in some trouble during our economic recession. 
But I was so encouraged the last 2 months—the statistics 
indicated that we were really on the upswing. And what 
does that mean? It means that people are willing to in- 
vest, they have a little extra money for that down pay- 
ment, they can gamble on those monthly mortgage pay- 
ments. 

So we are going to try and help them, my administra- 
tion. We are going to cut the down payments by 50 
percent. We are going to make sure that if a person has a 


20- or 30-year mortgage, that the monthly payments are 
less when a young couple is earning less. And the monthly 
payments will be higher when a person has more money 
as he advances up the salary scale. But the strength of 
this country is the home, the family, and we want those 
neighborhoods preserved. 

And then, of course, we want good health care. I thins 
the American people do get good health care, but we have 
to make positive that it is health care they can afford. And 
we owe a very special obligation to the older citizens of 
this country—some 33 million, as I recall the figure— 
people who have worked hard and saved, mainly living 
on retirement incomes. We owe them an obligation. That 
obligation, I think, is to make certain that if any one of 
them has an extended, prolonged, expensive illness, that 
instead of having their savings depleted by the kind of 
costs that do occur—and I venture to say in this room 
tonight, everybody here knows of that kind of a serious 
tragedy in any family. 

So that is why I proposed to the Congress last year what 
is called catastrophic health insurance, so that any one 
of our older citizens, senior citizens, cannot have any 
more than a $750-a-year bill for hospital or medical ex- 
penses. That relieves them and gives them the kind of se- 
curity that I think would be better for their frame of mind 
and certainly, for their savings that they have earned 
over the years. 

But speaking of the senior citizens—and I know there 
are some here—there are other things that we must do: 
cut the rate of inflation. We have done quite well—but 
we are going to do better—from over 12 percent to under 
6 percent. That is better than a 50-percent rate of 
progress. But we have to get it down, and we will. 

Then we have to make sure that the cost of living 
escalators for social security payments are there for them 
to count on. But I have to say that we owe an obligation, 
likewise, to make sure that that Social Security Trust 
Fund is sound financially. I proposed a method that I 
think was fair to achieve that. Congress didn’t respond. 
But we have an obligation to those who are retired and 
those who will shortly be retired so that that trust fund is 
available and they don’t have to worry about it. 

And then, of course, of all the people in this great 
country who need most the protection from crime—it is 
our older senior citizens. So, we have got to do something 
in the quality of life area to make certain, to make posi- 
tive, that those who commit a crime are convicted and 
go to jail. 

My administration has always felt that the emphasis 
should be on the victims of crime, not the people that 
commit the crimes. Let me tell you what we are trying 
to do. There are, unfortunately, in our society, some who 
are what we call hardened criminals, career criminals. 
Starting better than a year ago, we tried in 12 cities, a 
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program of helping State and local law enforceraent offi- 
cers, the courts, with a career criminal program. They 
went in there and they identified 2 or 3 or 5 career crimi- 
nals and they went after them with an amazing rate of 
success. 

I think they, in the 12 cities, have a record of convic- 
tion of about 90 to 95 percent, and the average sentence is 
20 years in jail. That is what ought to happen to them. 
But then, now that it has been successful, we are going 
to expand it, I think, to 24 or 36 cities in the next 12 
months. But it is an obligation of every one of us to our 
senior Citizens that they can walk to the store, go to 
church, visit their friends, in safety, on the streets, 
wherever they may live. 

But also, we need to make certain that our younger 
generation has a quality education. The Federal Govern- 
ment does contribute to local and State educational pro- 
grams. But I was dumbfounded just the other day to find 
that there are 110 different Federal educational pro- 
grams. If you can, imagine how many bureaucrats in 
Washington are managing 110 educational programs. 

But anyhow, what we have tried to do and what we 
are going to do is to simplify it. Instead of having 110 
individual programs, we are going to try and have a single 
block grant program in the major areas, the major 25 
programs. We will increase the money and, at the same 
time, we will diminish the number of forms. We will get 
the money for the teachers and for the students. Doesn’t 
that make a lot of sense to you? It sure does to me. 

Then, I think we have to see how we can finance some 
of these programs. Last January, as the Members of the 
House and Senate know, I presented a budget to them 
that was different than budgets had been in recent years. 
We found that the rate of growth of Federal spending 
over the last 10 years had been going up at the rate of 
1i percent per year. Unbelievable. If you projected that 
for the next 25 years, this country would have been in 
dire fiscal circumstances. So we decided that we were 
going to put a lid on the rate of growth of Federal spend- 
ing, and we did. We cut it in half. 

Now, the Congress didn’t respond as well as they 
should, but they did a little better than they had been 
doing. But at the same time that I recommended that we 
cut the rate of growth of Federal spending, I said for 
every dollar we save in Federal spending, I recommend 
a dollar in tax reduction. 

I put two main points in that tax reduction program. 
I said, number one, the middle-income people in this 
country have been shortchanged. Those middle-income 
people—who really are 50 percent of the taxpayers in 
America—could get the best tax relief by a suggestion of 
increasing the personal exemption, which is now $750 a 
year, to $1,000 a year. 
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The other day I was visiting a factory and talking to 
some workers, and one of the men said, ““Well, Mr. Presi- 
dent, what will you do for my family under your tax 
proposal or tax reduction recommendation?” I said, 
“Well, how many children do you have?” He said, “I 
have three, and a wonderful wife.” I said, “All right, if 
Congress had done the job instead of going off in the 
wrong direction in tax reduction,” I said “next April 
when you figured out your income tax return, you could 
have had, with three children, a wife, and yourself, $1,250 
more in personal exemption.” He said, “Gosh, how could 
the Congress be so stupid not to do that?” 

Anyhow, let me say this: We are going to submit it to 
them in January. We will give them another crack at it, 
because the middle-income taxpayers need that relief. 

But in order to create the jobs that are essential and 
necessary in America—and we have about 2,000,000 to 
2,500,000 that are coming into the labor market, our 
younger people that are finishing school—industry has to 
have an incentive to expand in their locations where they 
may be, or to build a new plant, to buy better equipment. 
So I think the business community ought to get some tax 
relief so they can create the jobs that are so important if 
we are going to give job opportunities in the private sec- 
tor. Oh, I know some people in Congress advocate putting 
everybody on the Federal payroll. That is a dead-end, no- 
advancement area. What we need is the job.in the private 
sector, where people can work with certainty and with 
an opportunity for advancement. 

One final point. Nothing pleases me more that we say, 
and say with honesty, there is not a single young American 
fighting or dying on any foreign battlefield tonight. But 
to maintain that, we have to be strong enough to convince 
our allies that we are prepared to work with them to pre- 
serve the peace in the free world.We have to be strong 
enough so when the President sits down and looks at the 
head of government of an adversary nation straight in 
the eye, he has to know that America is strong and that 
America has the will, America has the courage and forti- 
tude to do what is right. The only way you can have that 
is to have an Army, a Navy, an Air Force, and Marine 
Corps that are number one. 

I don’t think that you can cut the Defense Department, 
as some suggest, and have our military capability unsur- 
passed. To deter aggression, to meet any challenge, to 
protect our national security, I believe that the President 
of the United States has an obligation to see to it that the 
necessary funds are there to buy the best weapons, to have 
the best leadership, to have the best training, to have the 
strength that adversaries respect and allies appreciate. 
Then America can keep the peace that we have and be 
the leader in the world, and we will under this adminis- 
tration. 
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One final thought. Faith tells me that the party workers 
in Delaware County are the best not only in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, but in the whole United States. 
Pennsylvania is a key State in this election. We can win 
or lose. We can have the direction of America going one 
way if Pennsylvania is on our side, and the country can 
go another way if Pennsylvania is on the other side. It is 
that very practical result. 

So Delaware County is the county that can make the 
difference. So all 3,000 of you here, I hope, will maximize 
your efforts and turn in the biggest vote, a vote for Amer- 
ica, a vote for America’s future. We are on the march; 
we are on the way. There is a new faith; there is a new 
spirit. 

What you do between now and November 2 when the 
polls close will make a significant difference in the third 
century of America’s future. I know you won’t let America 
down and, as the next President, I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:58 p.m. In his opening remarks 
he referred to Faith Whittlesey, vice chairperson, Delaware County 
Council. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Nuclear Policy 


Statement by the President. October 28, 1976 


We have known since the age of nuclear energy began 
more than 30 years ago that this source of energy had 
the potential for tremendous benefits for mankind and 
the potential for unparalleled destruction. 

On the one hand, there is no doubt that nuclear 
energy represents one of the best hopes for satisfying the 
rising world demand for energy with minimum environ- 
mental impact and with the potential for reducing de- 
pendence on uncertain and diminishing world supplies 
of oil. 

On the other hand, nuclear fuel, as it produces power 
also produces plutonium, which can be chemically sepa- 
rated from the spent fuel. The plutonium can be recycled 
and used to generate additional nuclear power, thereby 
partially offsetting the need for additional energy re- 
sources. Unfortunately—and this is the root of the prob- 
lem—the same plutonium produced in nuclear power- 
plants can, when chemically separated, also be used to 
make nuclear explosives. 

The world community cannot afford to let potential 
nuclear weapons material or the technology to produce 
it proliferate uncontrolled over the globe. The world com- 
munity must ensure that production and utilization of 


such material by any nation is carried out under the 
most stringent security conditions and arrangements. 

Developing the enormous benefits of nuclear energy 
while simultaneously developing the means to prevent 
proliferation is one of the major challenges facing all 
nations of the world today. 

The standards we apply in judging most domestic and 
international activities are not sufficiently rigorous to deal 
with this extraordinarily complex problem. Our answers 
cannot be partially successful. They will either work, in 
which case we shall stop proliferation, or they will fail 
and nuclear proliferation will accelerate as nations initially 
having no intention of acquiring nuclear weapons con- 
clude that they are forced to do so by the actions of 
others. Should this happen, we would face a world in 
which the security of all is critically imperiled. Maintain- 
ing international stability in such an environment would 
be incalculably difficult and dangerous. In times of re- 
gional or global crisis, risks of nuclear devastation would 
be immeasurably increased—if not through direct attack, 
then through a process of ever expanding escalation. The 
problem can be handled as long as we understand it 
clearly and act wisely in concert with other nations. But 
we are faced with a threat of tragedy if we fail to com- 
prehend it or to take effective measures. 

Thus, the seriousness and complexity of the problem 
place a special burden on those who propose ways to 
control proliferation. They must avoid the temptation 
for rhetorical gestures, empty threats, or righteous 
posturing. They must offer policies and programs which 
deal with the world as it is, not as we might wish it to be. 
The goal is to prevent proliferation, not simply to deplore 
it. 


The first task in dealing with the problem of prolifera- 
tion is to understand the world nuclear situation. 


More than 30 nations have or plan to build nuclear 
powerplants to reap the benefits of nuclear energy. The 
1973 energy crisis dramatically demonstrated to all na- 
tions not only the dangers of excessive reliance on oil 
imports, but also the reality that the world’s supply of 
fossil fuels is running out. As a result, nuclear energy is 
now properly seen by many nations as an indispensable 
way to satisfy rising energy demand without prematurely 
depleting finite fossil fuel resources. We must understand 
the motives which are leading these nations, developed 
and developing, to place even greater emphasis than we 
do on nuclear power development. For unless we compre- 
hend their real needs, we cannot expect to find ways of 
working with them to ensure satisfaction of both our and 
their legitimate concerns, Moreover, several nations be- 
sides the United States have the technology needed to 
produce both the benefits and the destructive potential 
of nuclear energy. Nations with such capabilities are able 
to export their technology and facilities. 
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Thus, no single nation, not even the United States, can 
realistically hope—by itself—to control effectively the 
spread of reprocessing technology and the resulting avail- 
ability of plutonium. 

The United States once was the dominant world sup- 
plier of nuclear material equipment and technology. 
While we remain a leader in this field, other suppliers 
have come to share the international market—with the 
U.S. now supplying less than half of nuclear reactor ex- 
ports. In short, for nearly a decade the U.S. has not had 
a monopoly on nuclear technology. Although our role is 
large, we are not able to control worldwide nuclear 
development. 


For these reasons, action to control proliferation must 
be an international cooperative effort involving many 
nations, including both nuclear suppliers and customers. 
Common standards must be developed and accepted by 
all parties. If this is not done, unrestrained trade in sensi- 
tive nuclear technology and materials will develop—with 
no one in a position to stop it. 

We in the United States must recognize that interests 
in nuclear energy vary widely among nations. We must 
recognize that some nations look to nuclear energy be- 
cause they have no acceptable energy alternative. We 
must be sure that our efforts to control proliferation are 
not viewed by such nations as an act to prevent them 
from enjoying the benefits of nuclear energy. We must 
be sure that all nations recognize that the U.S. believes 
that nonproliferation objectives must take precedence 
over economic and energy benefits if a choice must be 
made. 


Previous Action 


During the past 30 years, the U.S. has been the un- 
questioned leader in worldwide efforts to assure that the 
benefits of nuclear energy are made available widely 
while its destructive uses are prevented. I have given 
special attention to these objectives during the past 2 
years, and we have made important new progress, par- 
ticularly in efforts to control the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons capability among the nations of the world. 

In 1974, soon after I assumed office, I became con- 
cerned that some nuclear supplier countries, in order to 
achieve competitive advantage, were prepared to offer 
nuclear exports under conditions less rigorous than we 
believed prudent. In the fall of that year, at the United 
Nations General Assembly, the United States proposed 
that nonproliferation measures be strengthened material- 
ly. I also expressed my concern directly to my counter- 
parts in key supplier and recipient nations. I directed the 
Secretary of State to emphasize multilateral action to 
limit this dangerous form of competition. 

At USS. initiative, the first meeting of major nuclear 
suppliers was convened in London in April 1975. A series 
of meetings and intensive bilateral consultations followed. 


As a result of these meetings, we have significantly raised 
international standards through progressive new guide- 
lines to govern nuclear exports. These involve both im- 
proved safeguards and controls to prevent diversion of 
nuclear materials and to guard against the misuse of nu- 
clear technology and physical protection against theft 
and sabotage. The United States has adopted these guide- 
lines as policy for nuclear exports. 

In addition, we have acted to deal with the special 
dangers associated with plutonium. 

—wWe have prohibited export of reprocessing and other 
nuclear technologies that could contribute to proliferation. 

—We have firmly opposed reprocessing in Korea and 
Taiwan. We welcome the decisions of those nations to 
forego such activities. We will continue to discourage 
national reprocessing in other locations of particular 
concern. 

—We negotiated agreements for cooperation with 
Egypt and Israel which contain the strictest reprocessing 
provisions and other nuclear controls ever included in the 
20-year history of our nuclear cooperation program. 

—TIn addition, the United States recently completed 
negotiations to place its civil nuclear facilities under the 
safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency— 
and the IAEA has approved a proposed agreement for 
this purpose. 

New Initiatives 

Last summer, I directed that a thorough review be 
undertaken of all our nuclear policies and options to de- 
termine what further steps were needed. I have con- 
sidered carefully the results of that review, held discussions 
with congressional leaders, and benefited from consulta- 
tions with leaders of other nations, I have decided that 
new steps are needed, building upon the progress of the 
past 2 years. Today, I am announcing a number of ac- 
tions and proposals aimed at: 

—-strengthening the commitment of the nations of the 
world to the goal of nonproliferation and building an 
effective system of international controls to prevent 
proliferation; 

—changing and strengthening U.S. domestic nuclear 
policies and programs to support our nonproliferation 
goals; and 

—establishing, by these actions, a sound foundation 
for the continued and increased use of nuclear energy in 
the U.S. and in the world in a safe and economic manner. 

The task we face calls for an international cooperative 
venture of unprecedented dimensions. The U.S. is pre- 
pared to work with all other nations. 


Principal Policy Decisions 

I have concluded that the reprocessing and recycling 
of plutonium should not proceed unless there is sound 
reason to conclude that the world community can effec- 
tively overcome the associated risks of proliferation. I 
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believe that avoidance of proliferation must take prece- 
dence over economic interests. I have also concluded 
that the United States and other nations can and should 
increase their use of nuclear power for peaceful purposes 
even if reprocessing and recycling of plutonium are found 
to be unacceptable. 

Vigorous action is required domestically and interna- 
tionally to make these judgments effective. 

—I have decided that the United States should greatly 
accelerate its diplomatic initiatives, in conjunction with 
nuclear supplier and consumer nations, to control the 
spread of plutonium and technologies for separating 
plutonium. 

Effective nonproliferation measures will require the 
participation and support of nuclear suppliers and con- 
sumers. There must be coordination in restraints so that an 
effective nonproliferation system is achieved, and there 
must be cooperation in assuring reliable fuel supplies so 
that peaceful energy needs are met. 

—I have decided that the United States should no 
longer regard reprocessing of used nuclear fuel to produce 
plutonium as a necessary and inevitable step in the nu- 
clear fuel cycle, and that we should pursue reprocessing 
and recycling in the future only if they are found t to be 
consistent with our international objectives. 

We must ensure that our domestic policies and pro- 
grams are compatible with our international position on 
reprocessing and that we work closely with other nations 
in evaluating nuclear fuel reprocessing. 


—The steps I am announcing today will assure that 
the necessary increase in our use of nuclear energy will be 
carried on with safety and without aggravating the dan- 
ger of proliferation. 


Even with strong efforts to conserve, we will have in- 
creasing demands for energy for a growing American 
economy. To satisfy these needs, we must rely on in- 
creased use of both nuclear energy and coal until more 
acceptable alternatives are developed. We will continue 
pushing ahead with work on all promising alternatives 
such as solar energy but now we must count on the tech- 
nology that works. We cannot expect a major contribu- 
tion to our energy supply from alternative technologies 
until late in this century. 

To implement my overall policy decisions, I have de- 
cided on a number of policies that are necessary and ap- 
propriate to meet our nonproliferation and energy 
objectives. 

—First, our domestic policies must be changed to con- 
form to my decision on deferral of the commercialization 
of chemical reprocessing of nuclear fuel which results in 
the separation of plutonium. 

—Second, I call upon all nations to join us in exercis- 
ing maximum restraint in the transfer of reprocessing and 
enrichment technology and facilities by avoiding such 


sensitive exports or commitments for a period of at least 
3 years. 

—Third, new cooperative steps are needed to help 
assure that all nations have an adequate and reliable sup- 
ply of energy for their needs. I believe, most importantly, 
that nuclear supplier nations have a special obligation to 
assure that customer nations have an adequate supply of 
fuel for their nuclear powerplants, if those customer na- 
tions forego the acquisition of reprocessing and uranium 
enrichment capabilities and accept effective proliferation 
controls. 

—Fourth, the U.S. must maintain its role as a major 
and reliable world supplier of nuclear reactors and fuel 
for peaceful purposes. Our strong position as a supplier 
has provided the principal basis for our influence and 
leadership in worldwide nonproliferation efforts. A strong 
position will be equally important in the future. While 
reaffirming this Nation’s intent to be a reliable supplier, 
the U.S. seeks no competitive advantage by virtue of the 
worldwide system of effective nonproliferation controls 
that I am calling for today. 

—Fifth, new efforts must be made to urge all nations 
to join in a full-scale international cooperative effort— 
which I shall outline in detail—to develop a system of 
effective controls to prevent proliferation. 

—Sixth, the U.S. must take new steps with respect to 
its own exports to control proliferation, while seeking to 
improve multilateral guidelines. 

—Seventh, the U.S. must undertake a program to 
evaluate reprocessing in support of the international poli- 
cies I have adopted. 

—Finally, I have concluded that new steps are needed 
to assure that we have in place when needed, both in the 
U.S. and around the world, the facilities for the long-term 
storage or disposal of nuclear wastes. 


Actions to Implement Our Nuclear Policies 


In order to implement the nuclear policies that I have 
outlined, major efforts will be required within the United 
States and by the many nations around the world with an 
interest in nuclear energy. To move forward with these 
efforts, I am today taking a number of actions and making 
a number of proposals to other nations. 


I. Change in U.S. Policy on, Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing 

With respect to nuclear fuel reprocessing, I am directing 
agencies of the executive branch to implement my decision 
to delay commercialization of reprocessing activities in the 
U.S. until uncertainties are resolved. Specifically, I am: 

—Directing the Administrator of the Energy Research 
and Development Administration (ERDA) to: 

® change ERDA policies and programs which hereto- 
fore have been based on the assumption that reprocessing 
would proceed; 

* encourage prompt action to expand spent fuel stor- 
age facilities, thus assuring utilities that they need not be 
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concerned about shutdown of nuclear reactors because 
of delays; and 

¢ identify the research and development efforts needed 
to investigate the feasibility of recovering the energy value 
from used nuclear fuel without separating plutonium. 


II. Restraint in the Transfer of Sensitive Nuclear Tech- 
nology and Facilities 

Despite the gains in controlling proliferation that have 
been made, the dangers posed by reprocessing and the 
prospect of uncontrolled availability of plutonium require 
further, decisive international action. Effective contro) of 
the parallel risk of spreading uranium enrichment tech- 
nology is also necessary. To meet these dangers: 

—I call upon all nations to join with us in exercising 
maximuni restraint in the transfer of reprocessing and 
enrichment technology and facilities by avoiding such sen- 
sitive exports or commitments for a period of at least 
3 years. 

This will allow suppliers and consumers to work to- 
gether to establish reliable means for meeting nuclear 
needs with minimum risk, as we assess carefully the wis- 
dom of plutonium use. As we proceed in these efforts, we 
must not be influenced by pressures to approve the export 
of these sensitive facilities. 


III. Assuring an Adequate Energy Supply for Customer 
Nations 


—TI urge nuclear suppliers to provide nuclear con- 
sumers with fuel services, instead of sensitive technology 
or facilities. 

Nations accepting effective nonproliferation restraints 
have a right to expect reliable and economic supply of 
nuclear reactors and associated, nonsensitive fuel. All such 
nations would share in the benefits of an assured supply 
of nuclear fuel, even though the number and location of 
sensitive facilities to generate this fuel is limited to meet 
nonproliferation goals. The availability of fuel-cycle serv- 
ices in several different nations can provide ample assur- 
ance to consumers of a continuing and stable source of 
supply. 

It is also desirable to continue studying the idea of a 
few suitably-sited multinational fuel-cycle centers to serve 
regional needs, when effectively safeguarded and econom- 
ically warranted. Through these and related means, we 
can minimize incentives for the spread of dangerous fuel- 
cycle capabilities. 

The United States stands ready to take action, in co- 
operation with other concerned nations, to assure reliable 
supplies of nuclear fuel at equitable prices to any coun- 
try accepting responsible restraints on its nuclear power 
Program with regard to reprocessing, plutonium disposi- 
tion, and enrichment technology. 

—I am directing the Secretary of State to initiate con- 
sultations to explore with other nations arrangements for 


coordinating fuel services and for developing other means 
of ensuring that suppliers will be able to offer, and con- 
sumers will be able to receive, an uninterrupted and eco- 
nomical supply of low-enriched uranium fuel and fuel 
services. 

These discussions will address ways to ensure against 
economic disadvantage to cooperating nations and to 
remove any sources of competition which could under- 
mine our common nonproliferation efforts. 

To contribute to this initiative, the U.S. will offer bind- 
ing letters of intent for the supply of nuclear fuel to current 
and prospective customers willing to accept such respon- 
sible restraints. 

—In addition, I am directing the Secretary of State 
to enter into negotiations or arrangements for mutual 
agreement on disposition of spent fuel with consumer na- 
tions that adopt responsible restraints. 

Where appropriate, the United States will provide con- 
sumer nations with either fresh, low-enriched uranium 
fuel or make other equitable arrangements in return for 
mutual agreement on the disposition of spent fuel where 
such disposition demonstrably fosters our common and 
cooperative nonproliferation objectives. The United States 
seeks no commercial advantage in pursuing options for 
fuel disposition and assured fuel supplies. 

Finally, the U.S. will continue to expand cooperative 
efforts with other countries in developing their indigenous 
nonnuclear energy resources. 


The U.S. has proposed and continues to advocate the 
establishment of an International Energy Institute, spe- 
cifically designed to help developing countries match the 
most economic and readily available sources of energy to 
their power needs, Through this Institute and other ap- 
propriate means, we will offer technological assistance in 
the development of indigenous energy resources. 


IV. Strengthening the U.S. Role as a Reliable Supplier 

If the U.S. is to continue its leadership role in world- 
wide nonproliferation efforts, it must be a reliable supplier 
of nuclear reactors and fuel for peaceful purposes. There 
are two principal actions we can take to contribute to 
this objective. 

—TI will submit to the new Congress proposed legisla- 
tion that will permit the expansion of capacity in the 
United States to produce enriched uranium, including 
the authority needed for expansion of the Government- 
owned plant at Portsmouth, Ohio. I will also work with 
Congress to establish a framework for a private, competi- 
tive industry to finance, build, own, and operate enrich- 
ment plants. 

U.S. capacity has been fully committed since mid-1974 
with the result that no new orders could be signed. The 
Congress did not act on my full proposal and provided 
only limited and temporary authority for proceeding with 
the Portsmouth plant. We must have additional author- 
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ity to proceed with the expansion of capacity without 
further delay. 

—TI will work closely with the Congress to ensure that 
legislation for improving our export controls results in a 
system that provides maximum assurance that the U.S. 
will be a reliable supplier to other nations for the full 
period of agreements. 

One of the principal concerns with export legislation 
proposed in the last Congress was the fear that foreign 
customers could be subjected to arbitnary new controls 
imposed well after a long-term agreement and specific con- 
tracts for nuclear powerplants and fuel had been signed. 
In the case of nuclear plants and fuel, reliable longterm 
agreements are essential, and we must adopt export con- 
trols that provide reliability while meeting nonprolifera- 
tion objectives. 


V. International Controls Against Proliferation 


To reinforce the foregoing policies, we must develop 
means to establish international restraints over the ac- 
cumulation of plutonium itself, whether in separated form 
or in unprocessed spent fuel. The accumulation of plu- 
tonium under national control, especially in a separated 
form, is a primary proliferation risk. 

—I am directing the Secretary of State to pursue, vigor- 
ously, discussions aimed at the establishment of a new 
international regime to provide for storage of civil plu- 
tonium and spent reactor fuel. 

The United States made this proposal to the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency and other interested 
nations last spring. 

Creation of such a regime will greatly strengthen world 
confidence that the growing accumulation of excess plu- 
tonium and spent fuel can be stored safely, pending reen- 
try into the nuclear fuel cycle or other safe disposition. I 
urge the IAEA, which is empowered to establish plu- 
tonium depositories, to give prompt implementation to 
this concept. 

Once a broadly representative IAEA storage regime is 
in operation, we are prepared to place our own excess 
civil plutonium and spent fuel under its control. More- 
over, we are prepared to consider providing a site for 
international storage under IAEA auspices. 


The inspection system of the IAEA remains a key ele- 
ment in our entire nonproliferation strategy. The world 
community must make sure that the Agency has the 
technical and human resources needed to keep pace with 
its expanding responsibilities. At my direction, we have 
recently committed substantial additional resources to 
help upgrade the IAEA’s technical safeguards capabili- 
ties, and I believe we must strengthen further the safe- 
guard functions of the IAEA. 


—I am directing the Secretary of State and Adminis- 
trator of ERDA to undertake a major international effort 
to ensure that adequate resources for this purpose are 


made available, and that we mobilize our best scientific 
talent to support that Agency. Our principal national 
laboratories with expertise in this area have been directed 
to provide assistance, on a continuing basis, to the IAEA 
Secretariat. 

The terrible increase in violence and terrorism through- 
out the world has sharpened our awareness of the need to 
assure rigorous protection for sensitive nuclear materials 
and equipment. Fortunately, the need to cope with this 
problem is now broadly recognized. Many nations have 
responded to the initiatives which I have taken in this 
area by materially strengthening their physical security 
and by cooperating in the development of international 
guidelines by the IAEA. As a result of consultations 
among the major suppliers, provision for adequate phys- 
ical security is becoming a normal condition of supply. 

We have an effective physical security system in the 
United States. But steps are needed to upgrade physical 
security systems and to assure timely international col- 
laboration in the recovery of lost or stolen materials. 

—I have directed the Secretary of State to address 
vigorously the problem of physical security at both bi- 
lateral and multilateral levels, including exploration of a 
possible international convention. 

The United States is committed to the development of 
the system of international controls that I have here out- 
lined. Even when complete, however, no system of con- 
trols is likely to be effective if a potential violator judges 
that his acquisition of a nuclear explosive will be received 
with indifference by the international community. 

Any material violation of a nuclear safeguards agree- 
ment—especially the diversion of nuclear material for use 
in making explosives—must be universally judged to be 
an extremely serious affront to the world community, 
calling for the immediate imposition of drastic sanctions. 

—TI serve notice today that the United States will, at 
a minimum, respond to violation by any nation of any 
safeguards agreement to which we are a party with an 
immediate cutoff of our supply of nuclear fuel and co- 
operation to that nation. 

We would consider further steps, not necessarily con- 
fined to the area of nuclear cooperation, against the vio- 
lator nation. Nor will our actions be limited to violations 
of agreements in which we are directly involved. In the 
event of material violation of any safeguards agreement, 
particularly agreements with the IAEA, we will initiate 
immediate consultations with all interested nations to 
determine appropriate action. 

Universal recognition of the total unacceptability of 
the abrogation or violation of any nonproliferation agree- 
ments is one of the most important steps which can be 
taken to prevent further proliferation. We invite all con- 
cerned governments to affirm publicly that they will re- 
gard nuclear wrongdoing as an intolerable violation of 
acceptable norms of international behavior, which would 
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set in motion strong and immediate countermeasures. 
VI. U.S. Nuclear Export Policies 

During the past 2 years, the United States has strength- 
ened its own national nuclear export policies. Our inter- 
ests, however, are not limited to controls alone. The 
United States has a special responsibility to share the 
benefits of peaceful nuclear energy with other countries. 
We have sought to serve other nations as a reliable sup- 
plier of nuclear fuel and equipment. Given the choice 
between economic benefits and progress toward our non- 
proliferation goals, we have given, and will continue to 
give, priority to nonproliferation. But there should be no 
incompatibility between nonproliferation and assisting 
other nations in enjoying the benefits of peaceful nuclear 
power, if all supplier countries pursue common nuclear 
export policies. There is need, however, for even more 
rigorous controls than those now commonly employed, 
and for policies that favor nations accepting responsible 
nonproliferation limitations. 

—I have decided that we will henceforth apply new 
criteria in judging whether to enter into new or expanded 
nuclear cooperation: 

© Adherence to the nonproliferation treaty will be a 
strong positive factor favoring cooperation with a non- 
nuclear weapon state. 


¢ Nonnuclear weapons states that have not yet adhered 
to the nonproliferation treaty will receive positive re- 
cognition if they are prepared to submit to full fuel cycle 
safeguards, pending adherence. 

© We will favor recipient nations that are prepared to 
forego, or postpone for a substantial period the establish- 
ment of national reprocessing or enrichment activities or, 
in certain cases, prepared to shape and schedule their 
reprocessing and enriching facilities to foster nonprolifera- 
tion needs. 

* Positive recognition will also be given to nations pre- 
pared to participate in an international storage regime, 
under which spent fuel and any separated plutonium 
would be placed pending use. 

Exceptional cases may occur in which nonproliferation 
will be served best by cooperating with nations not yet 
meeting these tests. However, I pledge that the Congress 
will not be asked to approve any new or amended agree- 
ment not meeting these new criteria unless I personally 
determine that the agreement is fully supportive of our 
nonproliferation goals. In case of such a determination, 
my reasons will be fully presented to the Congress. 

—With respect to countries that are current recipients 
of U.S. nuclear supply, I am directing the Secretary of 
State to enter into negotiations with the objective of con- 
forming these agreements to established international 
guidelines, and to seek through diplomatic initiatives and 
fuel supply incentives to obtain their acceptance of our 
new criteria. 


We must recognize the need for effective multilateral 
approaches to nonproliferation and prevent nuclear ex- 
port controls from becoming an element of commercial 
competition. 

—I am directing the Secretary of State to intensify 
discussions with other nuclear suppliers aimed at expand- 
ing common guidelines for peaceful cooperative agree- 
ments so that they conform with these criteria. 

In this regard, the United States would discuss ways 
of developing incentives that can lead to acceptance of 
these criteria, such as assuring reliable fuel supplies for 
nations accepting new restraints. 

The reliability of American assurances to other nations 
is an asset that few, if any, nations of the world can 
match. It must not be eroded. Indeed, nothing could 
more prejudice our efforts to strengthen our existing non- 
proliferation understandings than arbitrary suspension or 
unwarranted delays in meeting supply commitments to 
countries which are dealing with us in good faith regard- 
ing effective safeguards and restraints. 

Despite my personal efforts, the 94th Congress ad- 
journed without passing nuclear export legislation which 
would have strengthened our effectiveness in dealing with 
other nations on nuclear matters. 

—lIn the absence of such legislation, I am directing the 
Secretary of State to work closely with the Nuclear Regu- 
latory Commission to ensure proper emphasis on nonpro- 
liferation concerns in the nuclear export licensing process. 

I will continue to work to develop bipartisan support 
in Congress for improvements in our nuclear export laws. 


VII. Reprocessing Evaluation Program 


The world community requires an aggressive program 
to build the international controls and cooperative regimes 
I have just outlined. I am prepared to mount such a pro- 
gram in the United States. 

—TI am directing the Administrator of ERDA to: 


* Begin immediately to define a reprocessing and re- 
cycle evaluation program consistent with meeting our in- 
ternational objectives outlined earlier in this statement. 
This program should complement the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission’s (NRC) ongoing considerations of 
safety safeguards and environmental requirements for re- 
processing and recycling activities, particularly its Generic 
Environmental Statement on Mixed Oxide Fuels. 

* Investigate the feasibility of recovering the energy 
value from used nuclear fuel without separating our 
plutonium. 

—lI am directing the Secretary of State to invite other 
nations to participate in designing and carrying out 
ERDA’s reprocessing and recycle evaluation program, 
consistent with our international energy cooperation and 
nonproliferation objectives. I will direct that activities 
carried out in the U.S. in connection with this program 
be subjected to full IAEA safeguards and inspections. 
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VIII. Nuclear Waste Management 


The area of our domestic nuclear program dealing 
with long-term management of nuclear wastes from our 
commercial nuclear powerplants has not in the past re- 
ceived sufficient attention. In my 1977 Budget, I proposed 
a four-fold increase in funding for this program, which 
involves the activities of several Federal agencies. We 
recently completed a review to determine what additional 
actions are needed to assure availability in the mid-1980’s 
of a federally-owned and managed repository for long- 
term nuclear wastes, well before significant quantities 
of wastes begin to accumulate. 

I have been assured that the technology for long-term 
management or disposal of nuclear wastes is available but 
demonstrations are needed. 

—TI have directed the Administrator of ERDA to take 
the necessary action to speed up this program so as to 
demonstrate all components of waste management tech- 
nology by 1978 and to demonstrate a complete repository 
for such wastes by 1985. 

—TI have further directed that the first demonstration 
depository for high-level wastes which will be owned by 
the Government be submitted for licensing by the in- 
dependent NRC to assure its safety and acceptability to 
the public. 

In view of the decisions announced today, I have also 
directed the Administrator of ERDA to assure that the 
waste repository will be able to handle spent fuel ele- 
ments as well as the separated and solidified waste that 
would result if we proceed with nuclear fuel reprocessing. 

The United States continues to provide world leader- 
ship in nuclear waste management. I am inviting other 
nations to participate in and learn from our programs. 

—TI am directing the Secretary of State to discuss with 
other nations and the IAEA the possibility of establish- 
ing centrally located, multinationally controlled nuclear 
waste repositories so that the number of sites that are 
needed can be limited. 


Increased Use of Nuclear Energy in the United States 


Even with strong conservation efforts, energy demands 
in the United States will continue to increase in response 
to the needs of a growing economy. The only alternative 
over the next 15 to 20 years to increased use of both nu- 
clear energy and coal is greater reliance on imported oil 
which will jeopardize our Nation’s strength and welfare. 

We now have in the United States 62 licensed nuclear 
plants, providing about 9 percent of our electrical energy. 
By 1985, we will have from 145 to 160 plants, supply- 
ing 20 percent or more of the Nation’s electricity. 

In many cases, electricity from nuclear plants is mark- 
edly cheaper than that produced from either oil or coal- 
fired plants. Nuclear energy is environmentally prefer- 


able in a number of respects to other principal ways of 
generating electricity. 

Commercial nuclear power has an excellent safety 
record, with nearly 200 plant-years of experience (com- 
piled over 18 chronological years) without a single death 
from a nuclear accident. I have acted to assure that this 
record is maintained in the years ahead. For example, 
I have increased funds for the independent Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and for the Energy Research 
and Development Administration for reactor safety re- 
search and development. 

The decisions and actions I am announcing today will 
help overcome the uncertainties that have served to delay 
the expanded use of nuclear energy in the United States. 
While the decision to delay reprocessing is significant, it 
will not prevent us from increasing our use of nuclear 
energy. We are on the right course with our nuclear 
power program in America. The changes I am announc- 
ing today will ensure that we continue. 


My decisions today do not affect the U.S. program of 
research and development on the breeder reactor. That 
program assumes that no decision on the commercial 
operations of breeder reactors, which require plutonium 
fuel, will be made before 1986. 


Conclusion 


I do not underestimate the challenge represented in 
the creation of a world-wide program that will permit 
capturing the benefits of nuclear energy while maintain- 
ing needed protection against nuclear proliferation. The 
challenge is one that can be managed only partially and 
temporarily by technical measures. 

It can be managed fully if the task is faced realistically 
by nations prepared to forego perceived short-term advan- 
tages in favor of fundamental long-term gains. We call 
upon all nations to recognize that their individual and 
collective interests are best served by internationally 
assured and safeguarded nuclear fuel supply, services, and 
storage. We ask them to turn aside from pursuing nu- 
clear capabilities which are of doubtful economic value 
and have ominous implications for nuclear proliferation 
and instability in the world. 


The growing international consensus against the pro- 
liferation of nuclear weapons is a source of encourage- 
ment. But it is certainly not a basis for complacency. 

Success in meeting the challenge now before us de- 
pends on an extraordinary coordination of the policies of 
all nations toward the common good. The U.S. is pre- 
pared to lead, but we cannot succeed alone. If nations 
can work together constructively and cooperatively to 
manage our common nuclear problems, we will enhance 
our collective security. And we will be better able to con- 
centrate our energies and our resources on the great tasks 
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of construction rather than consume them in increasingly 
dangerous rivalry. 


Farmers Home Administration Loans 


Announcement of the President’s Action To Raise the 
Income Ceiling on the Loans. October 23, 1976 


The President today announced that he is directing the 
Department of Agriculture to raise the income ceiling 
on loans made by the Farmers Home Administration to 
moderate-income families in rural areas from $12,900 to 
$15,600. 

The Farmers Home Administration loan program has 
two components: those made to low-income, rural fami- 
lies and those to moderate-income families. Three weeks 
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ago USDA raised the loan ceiling for low-income families 
from $8,500 a year to $10,000 a year. 

The announcement today will place approximately 
40,000 more families in the category eligible for Farmers 
Home Administration loans. The total program affects 
approximately 100,000 families. It is expected to have 
no budget impact. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Columbia, S.C. It was not 
received in time to be placed in chronological order in this issue. 


Correction 


On October 5, 1976, the President transmitted to the 
Congress his sixth periodic report on the Cyprus negoti- 
ations. In that report, the President stated: “I have just 
signed into law a bill authorizing $17.5 million in US. 
relief assistance for Cyprus in the coming fiscal year.” The 
amount of this relief assistance bill was incorrectly cited 
as $175 million on page 1441 of the issue of October 11, 
1976. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released October 22, 1976 

News conference: on the third Presidential 
campaign debate—by Senator Jacob K. 
Javits, of New York, and James Baker, III, 
chairman of the President Ford Committee 


Released October 23, 1976 

News conference: on the President’s cam- 
paign plans—by Stu Spencer, deputy 
chairman, and William Greener, deputy 
chairman for communications, President 
Ford Committee 


Released October 25, 1976 

Advance text: remarks upon departure from 
Lindbergh Field, San Diego, Calif., an- 
nouncing the establishment of the South- 
west Border Economic Region 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released October 25, 1976—Continued 
Advance text: remarks at the King County 
International Airport, Seattle, Wash. 


Released October 26, 1976 
Advance text: remarks to the Pittsburgh 
Economic Club, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Released October 28, 1976 

Fact she ‘: on the President’s nuclear waste 
management plan 

Summary fact sheet: on the President’s state- 
ment on nuclear policy 

News conference: on the President’s state- 
ment on nuclear policy—by James Cannon, 
Assistant to the President for Domestic 
Affairs, Robert W. Fri, Deputy Adminis- 
trator, Energy Research and Development 
Administration, and Charles W. Robinson, 
Under secretary of State for Economic 
Affairs 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 1, 1976, no nomina- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The first session of the 
95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, Jan- 
uary 4, 1977. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 22, 1976 
S. 309 


_ Se Sn a TE = 2 Public Law 94-588 
National Forest Management Act of 1976. 
i eS Shas ee Public Law 94-586 


Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Act of 
1976 
| Ey 8s SL OI Public Law 94-587 
Water Resources Development Act of 1976 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


On Friday, October 22, 1976, the President left the 
White House for a 10-day campaign trip. Releases issued 
thus far on the trip which have not been received in 
time for publication in this issue will be printed next week. 
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